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From everlasting to everlasting 

Dear friends, 

I’m so pleased that I’m not an Old Testament priest. 
One of their jobs was to examine people with ‘a 
swelling or a rash or a shiny spot on their 
skin’ (Leviticus 13).  Leviticus is not an easy read, and I 
am so thankful that we have doctors and nurses who 
can do this sort of thing now! 

The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16) sets the 
background to the death of Jesus. Paul writes, ‘God presented Christ as a sacrifice 
of atonement’ (Romans 3:25).  Jesus had to be made like us, ‘fully human in every 
way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to 
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people’ (Hebrews 2:17). 

The fact that the high priest’s own access had to be won by sacrifice was proof 
enough of the priesthood’s shortcomings (Hebrews 5:3; 9:7-15). 

In the sacrifice on the Day of Atonement we see an astonishing foreshadowing of 
the cross:  The high priest ‘is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and 
confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites – all their sins – 
and put them on the goat’s head.  He shall send the goat away into the 

wilderness…The goat will carry on itself all 
their sins’ (Leviticus 16:21–22). 

This prefigures our sin being ‘laid’ on Jesus. 
He is the one who sends our sins away.  
When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, 
‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world!’ (John 1:29). 

As a result, an amazing change has taken 
place in our relationship with God.  Through 
Jesus, we can now enter into the Holy of 
Holies everyday (Hebrews 10:19–20).  We 
can come boldly to the throne of grace 
(Hebrews 4:16) and know that we will 
always be welcome.  

I’m pleased I’m not an Old Testament priest; 
and I’m delighted that I was born post 
resurrection.  I hope you a have a joy-filled 
Easter! 

Yours in Christ 

Daran 





 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET MYANMAR 

With the terrible carnage being wrought on Ukraine by the Russian army and air force 

filling our television screens every day it is all too easy to forget the cruelty being 

unleashed by barbaric regimes in other parts of the world. 

Take Myanmar, for instance. 

CSW sources report that at least 35 civilians were burned alive by the Myanmar/Burma 

army (known as the Tatmadaw) on 24 December in Karenni State. Bodies of the vic,ms, 

including elderly people and children, were discovered by the Karenni Human Rights 

Group (KHRG) on 25 December. 

The killings mark the latest atrocity to take place in that area with CSW sources also 

repor,ng the use of human shields and the placing of landmines around villages. 

According to the KHRG, at least 651 houses, six churches and one clinic in Karenni State 

were destroyed between 21 May and 20 December 2021. 

These latest a4acks form part of a long-term campaign against ethnic minori,es in 

Myanmar.  Another largely Chris,an group, the Chin, have also come under heavy a4ack 

recently with the Tatmadaw bragging about their ability to “obliterate Chin in two weeks' 

,me.”  Such a comment amounts to the intended genocide of the Chin people. 

Lethal and non-lethal a4acks on ci,zens have targeted all segments of the popula,on of 

Myanmar since the coup in February 2021 in which the Tatmadaw seized power, with 

military airstrikes par,cularly widely documented in Chin, Karenni, Karen and Kachin 

states. 

In recent weeks the Tatmadaw has carried out air raids and ar,llery strikes on areas near 

Myanmar’s border with Thailand, with Al Jazeera repor,ng that over 4,200 people have 

been forcibly displaced to Thailand since the 

latest violence began.  

Benedict Rogers, CSW’s Senior Analyst for East 

Asia and author of three books on Myanmar, said: 

“The Tatmadaw has con,nued to perpetrate 

egregious viola,ons against the people of 

Myanmar, burning innocent civilians alive and 

killing and displacing hundreds more in targeted 

a4acks on the country’s ethnic and religious 

na,onali,es.” 

                        

 



OTHER  NEWS 

You may recall that in July I reported that Professor Tarfa, the founder of the Du Merci 

Orphanages in Nigeria was acqui4ed on 25 June last year of two serious accusa,ons 

involving alleged abduc,on of 27 children under his care. Sadly, I have to report that in the 

latest case made against him, that of forging a cer,ficate of registra,on from the Kano 

state, he was found guilty on 3 March and was sentenced to two years in prison. He was 

also ordered to pay a fine of N50,000 (approximately GBP £90) or face an addi,onal year in 

prison, and was immediately transported to jail.  He was found guilty despite having 

provided a witness from his bank and a bank statement showing a payment to a director in 

the Ministry of Women’s Affairs for the cer,ficate.   

CSW’s Founder President Mervyn Thomas said: “The convic,on and sentencing of 

Professor Tarfa is a grave miscarriage of jus,ce. The astonishingly flawed reasoning 

displayed by the presiding judge in passing this sentence is emblema,c of the judicial 

persecu,on the professor has experienced since 2002.  We call for the overturning of this 

convic,on, which compounds the suffering of this innocent man, and renew our call to the 

Kano state authori,es to expedite the return of all of the Du Merci children, given the 

professor’s earlier acqui4al. Repara,ons must also be made for the undeniable trauma this 

family has been made to endure for over two years.” 

[CSW is an organiza,on which advocates on behalf of individuals and persecuted 

minori,es in Government and at the U N, where it has special consulta,ve status.] 

If you want to know more please go on to the website, www.csw.org.uk  

There you can also donate to this vital organiza,on and access their weekly prayer guide. 

Keith Davies, Regional Ambassador. 



What about the Resurrec�on? 

‘Easter is not primarily a comfort, but a challenge. Its message is either the supreme fact in 

history or else a gigan,c hoax.’ (CS Lewis). 

As we celebrate another Easter, what is the significance of Jesus’ resurrec,on for us? As 

Paul writes, ‘if Christ has not been raised, your faith is fu,le; you are s,ll in your sins’. (1 

Cor 15:17). What does the New Testament affirm about the resurrec,on? 

It affirms that Jesus’ death on the cross was not a defeat but a victory over sin, death and 

Satan, in which we share. ‘But God raised Him from the dead, freeing Him from the agony 

of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him’ (Acts 2:24). 

It points to our own bodily resurrec,on aRer death, ‘The body that is sown is perishable, it 

is raised imperishable’ (1 Cor 15: 42). 

It guarantees the forgiveness of our sins, ‘if Christ has not been raised, your faith is fu,le; 

you are s,ll in your sins’ (1 Cor 15:17). 

It ensures that we can know the reality of His risen life today, ‘just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life’ (Rom 6:4). 

The story is told of Russia under the Communist regime. A member of the Communist 

Party addressed a packed audience at length, seeking to discredit the resurrec,on of 

Christ. At the end an Orthodox priest rose and asked if he might reply. He was warned that 

he only had five minutes. ‘Five seconds is all I need!’ He turned to the audience and gave 

the tradi,onal Easter gree,ng: ‘Christ is risen!’ Back with a deafening roar came the 

tradi,onal reply: ‘He is risen indeed!’ - Canon Paul Hardingham 

Easter Prayer 2022 

Dear almighty, all-powerful Father God, 

You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair.  You brought 

life out of death when you raised Jesus that first Easter Day.  Thank you 

that the tomb is forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive! 

No ma$er what is going on, no ma$er how li$le we understand, help us 

to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is risen!  He is alive today and in 

him we can put our trust, completely and confidently. 

Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best is yet to 

be. Love wins! Hallelujah! We praise you, Lord, in Jesus name, Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 





Christ Church Youth 

Sam Parnell Youth Leader 

Email:Youth@Christchurchalsager.uk
.Tel: 01270 872291 

Finishing Alpha with a Zap! 
 

For the past few months, some of our young people have been taking part in an Alpha 

course, exploring ques,ons about life, faith and God in a safe and non-judgmental 

environment.  Over the course of Alpha, we’ve seen ten young people regularly engaging 

in conversa,ons about faith (plus a few extra occasional visitors), as well as ea,ng 

together, having fun, and even going on a few trips to help us get to know each other 

be4er. 

We’ve discussed who Jesus is, why he died, prayer, the Bible, the Holy Spirit, and various 

other topics, as well as enjoying lots of pizza, macaroni cheese, curry, waffles, milkshakes, 

cakes, and at least 35 garlic bague4es (a firm favourite amongst our youth group!)  Our 

young people suggested some great trips, and we’ve taken part in ac,vi,es like bowling, 

laser quest, a Christmas party, and we finished the course with an evening of interac,ve 

prayer and worship. 

Whilst the Alpha course has now finished, most of our young people are keen to con,nue 

mee,ng together, engaging in discussion and learning more about faith in a fun and 

relevant way, so we’ll be con,nuing to partner with Wesley Place Church to run this 

group every Thursday evening. It’s open to young people aged 11-18.  Please join with us 

in praying that this group will con,nue to grow, both in numbers and in faith, and that 

God will con,nue to bring them closer to each other, and to him. 



Chat & Chill Update 

ARer a false-start in 2020 before the first lockdown, Chat & Chill finally started at the 

beginning of March. At our first Friday aRernoon session we saw 18 young people come 

and enjoy board games, cake and conversa,on aRer school, and both a4endance and 

rela,onships have con,nued to grow over the following weeks.  

‘Jenga’, ‘Uno’, and ‘Throw Throw Burrito’ have become firm favourite games so far, and 

some very faithful helpers have kindly donated cakes, crisps and other snacks which have 

been very gratefully received. 

If you would like to get involved with Chat & Chill on Fridays from 3:15-4:15pm, either on 

the day, by providing some cakes or snacks, or if you’d like some more details to help you 

to pray, please get in touch with Sam. 

 

Face To Face Update 

Back at the end of January, we 

began a new worship gathering for 

young adults called ‘Face To Face’. 

This name was based around 

Moses’ desire to speak to God face 

to face – a desire that we shared as 

a team. 

Face To Face has now happened 

three ,mes, with young people and 

young adults gathering to worship, 

socialise, meet new people, pray 

and hear various people sharing 

their faith. We will be con,nuing 

Face To Face as a bi-monthly 

worship event. If you’d like to get 

involved as part of the team, or if 

you know any young adults who 

may like to a4end, please speak to Krys,an for 

further details. 



Coffee and Communion 
Dates for April and May: 

7th April 

21st April 

5th May 

19th May 

If you need a liR, please contact:  

Adrienne on 01270 875072 or Pam on 01270 874521  





Imogen Belicki  Children and Families Leader 

Email:Families@Christchurchalsager.uk.Tel: 01270 872291 

 Christ Church Children and Families  

The start to the spring term has been wonderful with 

lots to get involved in. As we look ahead we have a 

great selec,on of Easter ac,vi,es and regular groups to 

get involved in.  

Come and join us at our regular ac,vi,es that take place in the 

Church Hall during the week (term ,me only). 

Parent Chat with crèche: Mondays 10-11:30am 

A group of parents who meet together to chat about life as parents, 

to support and encourage one another. All parents are welcome to 

join us. 

Cherubs Toddler Group: Mondays 1:30-3pm 

A group for parents, grandparents, carers, babies and toddlers to 

meet together in a safe and friendly environment. You are welcome 

to join us. Only £1 per child. 

• Safe, friendly group with a wide range of toys. 

• Baby corner for playing and feeding. 

• Interac,ve story ,me. 

• CraRs – for children and carers together. 

• Snacks and refreshments for children and adults. 

Sunday Ac�vi�es  

We have something for children at 11am every Sunday at Christ 

Church. Most weeks, aRer enjoying drinks and snacks in the hall 

before the service, we start in church all together for a ,me of 

welcome and singing songs. Then the children have the opportunity 

to go to the hall for ac,vi,es to explore their faith and have fun! 

Some,mes we all stay together in church for a fun and interac,ve 

,me with songs, ac,vi,es and teaching. About once a month we 

have Messy Church instead of our usual 11am children’s ac,vi,es. 

This is run in the church hall for families together where we have 

lots of fun doing ac,vi,es, games, songs and share lunch together. 

We hope to see you soon, you are most welcome.  

Cherubs  

It has been a great spring term so far at Cherubs. We have explored 

the miracles of Jesus through a range of craRs and stories. We have 

made play dough plates of food when exploring ‘Jesus feeding the 5000’ and raced 

sponge boats as we thought about how ‘Jesus calmed the storm’.  It has been great to 

create, learn and grow together.  



Fun, faith and 

food for families! 

Hands on activities for everyone including: 

games, paint, craft, baking, action, family 

challenges 

Join us in the church hall at 11am 

Booking required via the 

church office: christchurchoffice@hotmail.co.uk 

Dates: 

10
th

 April, 1
st

 May, 29
th

 May  

Family Events 

Easter Detectives 

Fri 15
th
 Apr 10am-12.30pm  

 

Easter Celebration + Egg Hunt 

Sun 17
th
 Apr 11am-12.15pm 

Prayer Points 

• For the start of Tea on 
Tuesday. 

 

• For new families to join 
activities and to hear about 
Jesus. 

Local Schools  

Myself and Jonny (Children’s families and youth leader at Wesley place) have been able to 

go back into local primary schools to lead a weekly lunch,me craR club exploring the 

characteris,cs of Jesus through a story, craR and game. They recently had great fun making 

a Lazarus craR and wrapping a friend in toilet roll to act as a bandage.   

 

Suppor�ng children on how to pray for Ukraine  

To help involve children in prayers for Ukraine, Muddy church have created a designated 

page on their website with helpful prayer points and ac,vi,es to guide children and 

families in prayer for Ukraine,  This is available at: www.muddychurch.co.uk/ukraine-

resources 

 



Children’s Corner 



Children’s Corner 





Roundhouse Success 
Over the past three months Green Angel Volunteers have 

enjoyed learning tradi,onal roundhouse construc,on 

methods, whilst working with The Roundhouse Company to 

build a Larch and Timber roundhouse, with a bench for visitors 

to take in the beauty of the lower meadow at the two hectare 

Hassall Green Nature Reserve. 

Workshop sessions gave volunteers a chance to learn heritage 

skills such as string lining logs for measurements, using a 

hammer and chisel to make a mor,se and tenon joint and 

working with materials that were so fresh, they had to peel 

them! 

Building the roundhouse presented a few challenges. The Roundhouse Company laid the 

founda,ons on top of the made up ground due to the reserve’s past life as a demoli,on 

waste ,p. The team also overcame the difficul,es 

brought by Covid-19, January freezing 

temperatures and February storms.  Many cups of 

tea were enjoyed! 

The Green Angels team would ul,mately like to 

add a select number of heritage wa4le and daub 

walls around the structure and a living roof to 

integrate the roundhouse into its natural 

surroundings.  

Hassall Green Nature Reserve located on Betchton 

Lane, between Alsager and Sandbach, comprises 

two beau,ful wild flower meadows and ancient 

woodlands, with a developing pond. An enthusias,c Friends Of group has recently been 

cons,tuted and are looking for new members to help 

preserve the nature reserve for the community to 

enjoy. Call Rebecca Mooney on 07920139209 or email 

Rebeccamooney@thelandtrust.org.uk  to join or for 

more informa,on on the Green Angels project at 

Hassall Green Nature Reserve.—Georgina Parkin 



How to pray for the war in Ukraine 
 

Prayer from the Church of England 

(h4ps://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-

and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/

praying-peace-world) 

 

Intercession for Ukraine 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

We pray for the leaders of the na�ons, 

that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, jus�ce and truth. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who bear arms on behalf of the na�on, 

that they may have discipline and discernment, 

courage and compassion. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm, 

that you will turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the wounded and the cap�ve, 

the grieving and the homeless, 

that in all their trials they may know your love and support. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

 

Most holy God and Father, 

hear our prayers for all who strive for peace 

and all who fight for jus�ce. 

 

Help us, who today remember the cost of war, 

to work for a be&er tomorrow; 

and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict, 

bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence; 

through Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen. 





Oakhanger Church 

Oakhanger News 

 

Oakhanger Project with Oakhanger Community 

Church is commi4ed to pray on the First Friday of 

each month. 

This is currently a Zoom session but I propose that we change the way we work as follows 

1. The monthly prayer mee,ng will meet at 7.30pm on the first Friday of each month and 

a Zoom link will be available where possible from 8pm to 8.30pm.  Register at the 

address below to receive your Zoom link 

2. On other weeks members are asked to pray every Friday at 7pm for a minimum of five 

minutes. 

3. I will endeavour to send out regular prayer news. Send prayer requests to the address 

below.   

4. Please con,nue to pray daily for one another, for our country and those with leadership 

responsibility at all levels of society, and also for the world that we may all share the 

responsibility to "Go into all the world" (Mat 28:19-20) and spread God's message of 

peace and salva,on 

Let us be encouraged by the words in Isaiah 61:3. "They will be called “Oaks of 

Righteousness. They will rebuild ... they will restore ... they will renew",  

and let us pray and work together to make difference wherever we are called to serve. 

Wishing you every blessing in his service. 

Graham 

Graham Bushill, BEM, MA, Project Leader Oakhanger Project and Oakhanger Church and 

Community Group  

Bu4erton Lane, Oakhanger, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 5UU. Tel: 0799 993 2963;  

Email: oakchallenge@aol.com Facebook "Oakhanger Project" and “Oakhanger Church”  

The Call 

My blood so red 

For thee was shed, 

Come home again, come home again: 

My own sweet heart, come home again! 

You’ve gone astray 

Out of your way, 

Come home again, come home again! 

Anonymous, 17
th

 century 



£3 



Giving by Text & Mobile Phone 
During this difficult time our income is significantly reduced.  
Did you know that you can give by text or mobile phone?  
This will help with our cash flow.  
Thank you. 
Text: chchalsager (followed by a number between 1 and 20 to 
match your donation) to 70085  e.g. to donate £10 text 
chchalsager10 to 70085.  Texts will cost your donated amount 
plus one standard rate text. 
You can also give by scanning this QR Code on 
your mobile phone.  Simply point your phone 
camera at it and follow the on-screen instructions. 

BB@CBB@CBB@CBB@C    
Big Breakfast @ ChurchBig Breakfast @ ChurchBig Breakfast @ ChurchBig Breakfast @ Church    

    

Price Increase NoticePrice Increase NoticePrice Increase NoticePrice Increase Notice    
 

Dear Customer, 

Due to rising costs, we have had to make the decision to increase our prices as follows, 

from the 25
th

 April. 

• £3.00 per adult for a full breakfast 

• £1 per school age children, pre-school children free 

We do hope you agree that our new prices will s,ll be great value for money and that 

you’ll keep coming along.  We remain commi4ed to supplying quality food. 

Thank you for your custom. It’s lovely to see you all on a Monday morning.  

We will be open throughout the School Easter holidays on Monday 4th April & Monday 

11th April. 

We will be closed on Monday 18th April Easter Monday Bank Holiday. 

 

With thanks, 

 

The Big Breakfast Team 



To advertise contact  

Debbie on 872291 



Church Services 

No need to book!!!  

Theme:  The Easter Story 

3rd April  Jesus our Anointed One  Isaiah 43:16-21; John 12:1-8  

 9am Reflective Service 

 11am  Informal service with children’s activities in the hall 

10th April Jesus our King  Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2,19-29  

 9am Reflective Service with Holy Communion 

 11am  Informal service with Messy Church in the hall 

15th April At the Foot of the Cross 

 2pm  Reflection 

17th April I have seen the Lord!  Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18  

 9am Easter Service with Holy Communion 

 11am  Informal communion service with children’s activities in the hall 

24th April Receive the Holy Spirit; Acts 5:27-32; John 20:19-31  

 9am Reflective Service 

 11am  Informal service with children’s activities in the hall 

1st May TBC 

 9am Reflective Service with Holy Communion 

 11am  Informal service with Messy Church in the hall 

8th May TBC  

 9am Reflective Service 

 11am Informal service with children’s activities in the hall 

15th May TBC 

 9am Reflective Service with Holy Communion 

 11am  Together Service 

22nd May TBC 

 9am Reflective Service  
 11am  Informal communion service with children’s activities in the hall 

29th May TBC 

 9am Reflective Service with Holy Communion 

 11am  Informal service with Messy Church in the hall 
 

Online Service—If you can’t make it to church, some of our services will be live streamed and 
also available on our website for you to watch later. Please check the website for details. 

Our YouTube channel is:   https://tinyurl.com/chchalsager  
 

Church Office: 01270 872291 admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

Vicar -  Rev’d Daran Ward: 01270 878537 vicar@christchurchalsager.uk 

www.christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Christchurchalsager             chchalsager  


