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Dear Friends
A massive thank you for such a warm welcome to Alsager.
Thank you for the cards and gifts, the thoughtfulness and
thank you to everyone who worked in the vicarage – we have
been hugely blessed by you all.  I also want to thank you for
understanding that I don’t know everyone’s name yet!
One thing that Alsager has in common with Rotherham is
that both towns are close to the Peak District. I love walking
in our national parks. Not only is it good physical exercise
but it is also great spiritual exercise. When I breathe in the
amazing vistas I am reminded that God is the God of the big
picture. Not only did he bring all this into being, but he knows
the future of the world. He is also the God of the detail. When
we consider the universe, the Peak District is just a tiny detail
in creation. And yet the Peak District itself is made up of many
trillions of small details and I just marvel at the awesomeness
of God and the complex set of relationships among the living
organisms and habitats that make the big picture possible.
Springtime is fully upon us, a time when the Lord’s re-creation
is strikingly obvious. Sadly the negative impact of people on
the world is also all too apparent. I do sometimes wonder
what God was thinking when he made us stewards of the
Earth (Genesis 2:15).
Despite the environmental crisis, God has not given up on his
world. We live in a broken world where our present
experience is marked by suffering: “For the creation was
subjected to frustration” (Romans 8:20). With us, the creation
groans in pain: “We know that the whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present
time” (v22). However, these are not groans of despair, as God
promises the hope of a new heaven and earth for all creation:
“the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay
and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of
God.” (v21). At the end of time, God will not simply start
again, but renew the created order according to his glorious
eternal purpose.
What does this say to us? We cannot simply write off this
world, but work with God for that day of transformation.
What practical steps can we employ? I don’t think there is
just one solution. We need to ask God what he wants each
of us to do.
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Often the Lord speaks to us in
unexpected ways. Back in
November, Aly and I were
listening to the radio and learnt
that giving up meat is the single
biggest way to reduce your
environmental impact. I have to
say, I like meat and the thought of
giving it up does not fill me with
joy. The good news is that even
just reducing our intake of meat
can make a massive difference.
We looked at each other and
said, “We could do that”, so that
is what Aly and I have been
doing. So far I have been
enjoying the experience – God is
good!
A proper Sunday lunch is still my
favourite meal - but I do need to
do my bit. Let’s enjoy God’s
garden and look after it so that
generations to come can also
wonder at its beauty.
“The Lord God took the man and
put him in the Garden of Eden to
work it and take care of it”
(Genesis 2:15).
Being good stewards of God’s
creation is one way we can draw
closer to the Lord.

Rev Daran and Aly Ward



Church Wardens’ Interregnum Update
Welcome to Daran and Aly

Most of our year has been dominated by the interregnum – thankfully they don’t happen that
often as it’s proved to be a steep learning curve for both of us!  However, during this time,
there are two things that we’re particularly thankful for:

● Firstly we’re very conscious of the way that we’ve been held up through the encour-
agement, practical support and prayer of our church family.  Thank you all so much for
that; at times we really needed it!

● Secondly, it’s been fantastic to see the way that people not only carried on with their
‘normal’ commitments but also the way that so many people took on new tasks.  This
ensured that the Church was able to continue all of the regular good work that Toby
and Helen had started, but perhaps even more importantly we have moved forward
with God and explored new areas, such as the 24 hours of prayer.  Can we please say
a big ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone, but especially the Cog Holders, who have made sure
that the Sunday Services, Messy Church, Coffee and Communion, Growth Groups,
everything, have all continued and developed without a break.

At the start of the interregnum, the most common piece of advice we received was to make
sure that the church was girded in prayer.  Andrea Chatterley and her prayer team have
brilliantly led us in this area and it’s been great to see the prayer-life of the church grow
significantly through having the first 24 hours of prayer in September, followed by a second
event earlier this month.

Joelle Warren applied her recruitment expertise
by leading the writing of our Parish Profile; in
rch members had a voice in what we were
looking for in our new vicar, and in our vision for
our church.  The PCC supported the whole
process by giving helpful input along the way,
nominating Dave Fidal and Joelle to be our
Parish Representatives at the interview stage.
Some church members were invited to meet
our two interviewees and to feed back to Joelle
and Dave.  We know that both candidates really
appreciated the chance to meet people during
the interview process so thank you to all who
were involved in that.

In addition to keeping the cogs turning at
church the vicarage became an extra
responsibility, and here we’d like to thank Geoff
Chatterley for overseeing this and also other
Fabric matters.  We’d particularly like to thank
everyone who got involved in the working party
Geoff put together that cleared the vicarage
garden. We’d also like to thank Malcolm Beard
who diligently visited the vicarage, often several
times a week, to pick up mail and keep an eye
on the property, and also going round to let in a
seemingly never ending set of tradesmen who
needed access.

 Thanks to an anonymous donation, we
were able to hand over the vicarage to
Daran and Aly in a newly decorated state,
and, thanks to Nicole, the house had a
good spring cleaning too!

In summary, we couldn’t begin to name
everyone that played their part in keeping
the cogs turning but are grateful to
everyone for making it easier for us to lead
and manage the whole interregnum
process.  We do, however, wish to make a
particular point of thanking Debbie
Preston.  Debbie took on extra hours and,
we feel, held together the whole process
and stopped us from sinking.  At times,
Debbie’s ‘to do’ list was longer at the end
of the day than when she started in the
morning!

As the interregnum has drawn to an end,
it’s been lovely to welcome and get to
know Daran and Aly, and with the baton
passed to them, we’re both looking
forward supporting them as they lead us
all forward.
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Christ Church Families
Lots to do for children and families
All welcome!

Rachel Mason
Children and Families Leader
E: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE DAY AT BRERETON HEATH
Date: 13th April 2019

Time: 10:45am - 3:30pm

The Diocesan Mission team invites children,
young people and families to take part in
a fun filled outdoor activity adventure day
with the Oakhanger Project which will include;
canoeing, kayaking, orienteering and outdoor
games at the lovely Brereton Heath Nature
Reserve, Davenport Lane, CW12 4SU.
The cost of the day is £10 per person, or £20
per family (up to seven people in the same
family). The action packed day will begin at
11am and finish at 3.30pm. Please arrive by
10.45am for a briefing.
Please wear appropriate clothing and bring with you a packed lunch and a change of clothes in
case you get wet!
We are so excited that children, young people and families will be able to share this experience
with others from across the Diocese - we look forward to seeing you there!
If you have any queries please contact Jonny Masters or Anne Cody on 01928 718834 ext 263.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/outdoor-adventure-day-tickets-54524330741

Good Friday 19th April 10am – 12.30pm
A free holiday club in the church hall, where there
will be something for everyone to enjoy, including
crafts, cooking and games. For all primary school
aged children (younger children welcome if
accompanied by a responsible adult).
To book a place please fill in a registration form,
these are available on our website. For more
information please contact us on
families@christchurchalsager.uk or 01270 872291.
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Weekly Groups
(in term time)

PARENT CHAT with crèche
Mondays 10 – 11:30am

CHERUBS Toddler Group
Mondays 1:30 – 3pm

RADIATE
Ages 5-9

Fridays 6 – 7pm
INTEGR8

Ages 10-13
Fridays 7 – 8:30pm

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES REGULAR GROUPS (Term time)
Our regular groups meet in the church hall during school term time.
Parent Chat with crèche: Mondays 10-11:30am
A group of parents who meet together to chat about life as parents, to
support and encourage one another. All parents welcome to join us.
Cherubs Toddler Group: Mondays 1:30-3pm
A friendly and welcoming group of parents, grandparents and carers with
their babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. We have free play, creative
activities, songs, story time and snack. £1 per child. You are very
welcome to join us.

Radiate (5-9 yr olds): Fridays 6 – 7pm
Fun-filled time exploring faith and God through a range of activities
including craft, games, food, songs and prayer. FREE to attend.
Integr8 (10-13 yr olds): Fridays 7 – 8:30pm
Time to hang out and have fun, play games, be creative and explore what
God has to say on faith and life. FREE to attend. Tuck Shop Available.

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN EVERY SUNDAY at 11am
We have something for children at 11am every Sunday at Christ Church. Most weeks, after
enjoying your drinks and doughnuts in the hall before the service, we start in church all together
for a time of welcome and singing songs, then the children have the opportunity to go to the hall
for activities to explore their faith and have fun! Sometimes we all stay together in church for a fun
and interactive time with songs, activities and teaching. Roughly once a month we have Messy
Church instead of our usual 11am children’s activities, this is run in the church hall for families
together, we have lots of fun doing activities, games, songs and share lunch together.
Do come and join us any Sunday, you are most welcome.
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Sundays  11am – 12:15pm. Proteens (Years 5 – 9) meet to study the
Bible in creative and accessible ways.

Tuesdays  6:20pm – 7:20pm. Youth Band practice in the church.
No musical experience necessary as we will support you

 with learning.
7:30 – 9:30pm. YGG (Youth Growth Group for Years 9 -
13) meet in the Upper Room.

Also on Tuesdays once a month – AYUP at Costa Coffee
 5:30 – 7:00pm. See  website for dates and further details.

Thursdays 12:05pm – 1:05pm. C.O.R.E. lunchtime group in Alsager
High School in partnership with Wesley Place Methodist
and Alsager Community Church.

 3:15 – 4:30pm. Downtime after school café.

Fridays 7pm – 8:30pm. Integr8 youth club (Years 6 – 9) – craft
activities, games, quizzes, interactive talk, tuck shop and
space to chill out.

 8pm – 9:30pm. Revive youth club (youthie) (Years 7 – 13)
– pool, table-tennis, table football, consoles, music, tuck
shop, space to chill out.

Youth

Matt Brown Youth Leader

E; youth@christchurchalsager.uk

Tel: 01270 872291

Coming up this summer…

Saturday 6th July
11am-3pm

Summer Festival for the whole community with games,
craft activities, circus skills, climbing wall, music

performances, mini interactive multi-media shows and
refreshments.
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ALSAGER WELCOMES A REFUGEE FAMILY FROM SYRIA

Towards the end of last year a group of us met up to discuss what we could do to
help a refugee family from Syria settle in Alsager. We are part of a government
Community Sponsorship initiative which allows communities to be involved in
helping refugees from  the Middle East to settle in the United Kingdom. To facilitate
this we have teamed up with Refugees Welcome, a registered charity based in
Macclesfield who have already brought a family over from Syria. Also other families
from Syria have already settled successfully in other UK communities.

Before embarking on this somewhat awesome project we need to raise £12,000.
This is to cover the cost of renting a house, English lessons, utility bills, food etc.

I wonder if any of you can help? For instance you could attend fundraising events,
make a small regular donation by standing order or tell others about the scheme.
We have already raised £583 at one coffee morning and are planning other
events including a quiz at the Thirteen Club, a cookery demonstration with a meal
at Latif’s.

If you wish to find out more or be involved in any way please get in touch with me.
You can also find us on Facebook under ‘Alsager Welcomes Refugees.’

Jean Smith.
Email: jeane.smith@talktalk.net
Tel: 01270 876683



Many of you have been asking for the latest news concerning Leah
Sharibu, the Christian schoolgirl taken from her school in Dapchi,
Nigeria in February along with 109 other students.

You may remember that, after the deaths of five of the girls, 104
were subsequently released as a result of negotiations between
Boko Haram and the Nigerian Government.  Leah alone, of all
those who were taken, remains in the hands of the militants. The
reason is simple: she refuses to deny her Christian faith.

In September Boko Haram declared that, unless she recanted, she
would be executed on 15 October.  This did not happen, although,
tragically, on that day the militants decided to execute one of the
others who were held with her, a midwife named Hauwa Liman,
who had been working for the Red Cross.

This remains the situation to this day. The terrorists have declared
that from now on the remaining hostages, Alice Ndaggah, a mother
of two, and Leah Sharibu, will be their slaves and that ‘it is now
lawful for us to do whatever we want with them.’ We are horrified
as to what this might mean.

On 19 February Christian Solidarity Worldwide marked the
anniversary of Leah’s capture by setting up a school desk outside
the Nigerian Embassy in London to voice their protest.

Recently Nigeria elected a new President, which could change the
situation, so please can I ask you to pray for Leah and Alice as
they remain in captivity?  You can find out more about them by
going on the CSW website, www.csw.org.uk and there you will find
lots of information about others who continue to suffer for their faith
in Jesus Christ and who, like Leah, desperately need our prayers.

Keith Davies, Regional Ambassador, CSW

LEAH SHARIBU

Over a year after her
capture by militants in
Nigeria the campaign
continues to secure her
release
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Oakhanger Church

You are invited to join with us in an evening of
Prayer for Revival at Oakhanger on Friday
26th April 2019 from 8 pm till late.

You can do this in a number of ways

1. Join us at Oakhanger for all or part of the
night. Join a prayer ‘slot’ of one hour or more
or stay for the whole night. See timetable
below for details.

2. Pray in your own home or church on your
own or with friends: Send us an email so we
can pray for you and with you.

4. Send your prayer requests before Thursday
25th April.

5. Believe with us that God will ‘open the
windows of heaven and pour out a blessing so
great that there will not be room enough to
receive it’ (Malachi 3:10).

7.30pm Centre open for quiet prayer
and reflection

8.00pm Opening Worship

8.20pm Prayer and Praise

You are welcome to join us for as long or short
a time as you wish. We expect to finish at
around midnight but prayers can continue
longer if seems appropriate.

Coffee/Tea, etc. will be available through the
evening.

Contact:
Graham Bushill,
Oakhanger Project
E-mail: oakchallenge@aol.com
Mobile: 0799 993 2963

Find us on Facebook

Look for Oakhanger Church
and Community News
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Oakhanger services
All services 6.30pm at the Oakhanger
Church and Community Centre,
Butterton Lane

7th April   Communion
21st April  Café Style Church

5th May   Communion
19th May   Café Style Church

mailto:oakchallenge@aol.com
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EVENTS as advertised for all ages

BIG BREAKFAST
Mons 8am - 10am (term time)
Only £1.50 come along and enjoy a great breakfast

CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
Contact Dilys Daniels.

BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.

SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm

JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm on first
Thursday of each month.

GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.
Contact church wardens to join.

What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291

Email: admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager

Facebook:
Christ Church Alsager and Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.
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New Wine United 19
A group from Christ Church will be

going to New Wine Week 2
(4th - 10th August)

at the East of England Showground,
Peterborough.

Contact Debbie in the church office if
you would like to attend



To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.

GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered

All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work

From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966

Mob: 07703 5764 78



Date Theme 9am 11am
7th April Giving it Up?

Giving up our lives:
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service with
activities for children
and young people in
the Church Hall.

Followed by AGM
with lunch and cake
12.30pm

14th April Palm Sunday
Giving up popularity
Matt.21:1-11

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service with
activities for children
and young people in
the Church Hall

19th  April Good Friday 10am Good
Friday Reflection

10am-12.30pm
Easter Detectives
children’s activity

21st April Easter Sunday A traditional
celebraton with
hymns

Family celebration
and egg hunt

28th April Spiritual blessings in
Christ
Ephesians 1:1-14

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service
messy church in the
hall

5th May A message for the
church.
The power of the
King
Ephesians 1:15-23

Reflective service
with communion

Informal service with
activities for children
and young people in
the Church Hall

12th May Alive in Christ
Ephesians 2:1-10

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal together
service with baptism

19th May One in Christ
Ephesians 2:11-22

Reflective service
with communion

Informal service
messy church in the
hall

26th May Grace, power & love
Ephesians 3:1-21

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service with
communion

2nd June Living our calling
Ephesians 4: 1-16

Reflective service
with communion

Informal service with
activities for children
and young people in
the Church Hall

Coffee & Communion
Thursdays at 10.30am in Church Hall
4th April and 5th May contact Pam if you need a lift 879165
18th April and 16th  May contact Adrienne if you need a lift 857072

Dennis Round Court: 10.30am morning worship 9th April and 14th May.

ChristChurch
Alsager

@
chchalsager

PRAYER

Join us for:

Prayer @ 6

Sundays 6-7pm
(weekly) in Church

Prayer @ 7.14

1st Monday of month
at 7.14am in the
hall.

1st April and 6th May

Church Services

Church Office:
01270 872291
admin@christchurch
alsager.uk

Rev Daran Ward
01270 878537
daran.ward@gmail.
com

mailto:@7.14am

