
The Magazine
Christ Church Alsager

April - May  2018
www.christchurchalsager.uk

Rev Toby May
Vicar

So which one would get your
vote?

A puppy trailing a mouthful of loo
roll around a house?
A couple of meerkats sporting
tuxedos and a Russian accent?
A drumming gorilla?
A group of Martians (who look
suspiciously like Zippy off
Rainbow) discussing the merits of
packet mashed potato?
A fly-fishing book?
A John Lewis Christmas special?
Or something with the backing
tunes for Hamlet or Hovis? (OK,
so there’s no need to start
humming them!)

The big question is: Which is your
favourite TV ad, and why?

Advertising is everywhere.

But what if you wanted to adver-
tise Christianity? How would you
do it?

If you’ve not been to a church in a
while, what advertising would
tempt you?

How would you launch your cam-
paign? What media would you use

– TV, radio, social media, cinema,
newspapers, banners, flyers, bill-
boards?

And what if you wanted the
campaign to have global reach
and to not only catch attention
now, but in hundreds of years
time?

Astonishingly, when Jesus wanted
to get a message across the
globe that would last for genera-
tions, his advertising campaign
was very simple. He simply told a
handful of followers to go and tell
people about him and to make
disciples.

Whilst God has given us many
clues to his presence –
particularly in creation – and will
sometimes speak to us directly,
mostly he relies on his followers
to share the good news about
Jesus with others.

And for over 2000 years, it’s been
remarkably effective!

The best adverts for Christianity
are Christians – people who
choose to follow Jesus. People
whose lives show what a
difference God makes who are
willing to share their stories with
others. Of course, Christians are
never perfect, and we don’t claim
to be. In fact, exactly the opposite.
Unlike a TV ad, we can’t just edit
out the things that go wrong.

At its core, Christianity is about
admitting our failures to God and
seeking his forgiveness – which
he gives through Jesus Christ.

So, people will always be able to
use the excuse: ‘Well, I’m not
going to follow Jesus if Christians
are like that!’ But why let some-
body else’s failings stop you or
I from coming to God?

Today, we have more ways than
ever to communicate with one
another, but how much do we use
those opportunities to share
stories about our faith and our
relationship with God?

How much do the things we write
on social media, emails or texts
reflect the most important things in
our lives? How much do the things
we say or do point people to God?

Whoever we are, how often do we
spend time listening and talking
about matters of faith and our
experiences of God?

If you consider yourself a Christian,
you are an advert for Christ. If you
don’t, then why not ask one about
their story? It might be more
exciting than talking meerkats!

Through to summer, on Sundays
and in our midweek Growth
Groups, we’re exploring the
stories of early Christians who
lived and shared their faith.

The Greatest Ad



FAQs: What if I came one Sunday?

What if I’ve never been to church before?
Don’t worry! You’re not alone. Lots of people come for the first time every
month. We think we’re pretty friendly and we try to make it as easy as
possible for visitors and newcomers. You don’t need to be a member or have
an invitation – just come!

What time should I come?
If you prefer a more relaxed, informal service or you’re bringing children, then
come to the church hall at around 10.40am to meet a few people and enjoy
free coffee, juice, doughnuts etc. The loos are there too. At 11am, our service,
children’s activities and youth work start. The service includes a talk, songs
led by a band, prayers, quiet parts and noisy parts, thinky parts and fun parts.
It lasts 60-90 minutes.

What if I want something a bit more formal and reflective?
If you think you’ll prefer a slightly more formal (but still friendly) service, then
come to the church at 9am. We follow a more clearly Church of England
pattern using contemporary language but traditional hymns. The sermon is
the same as at 11am. Most weeks, we share in communion. Afterwards, we
meet for coffee and a chat in the hall.

What is there for children or young people?
Lots! Our Sunday children’s activities and youth work takes place alongside
the 11am service. Some weeks, everyone is together in the church; on others
there are different activities for different age groups. We also have Messy
Church about once a month, when families can do creative activities together
in the hall, followed by a free lunch. The best plan is to come to the Hall
for 10.40am and ask! Someone will show you what’s on offer that week.

What if my young child makes a noise in the service?
Don’t worry. We’re used to noise! You can choose whether to keep your child
in with you or to use the crèche where they’ll be looked after as part of our
children’s work. There’s also a comfy Tinies Room at the back of church
which you can dive into if you feel the need.

Where should I park?
There’s plenty of parking in our car park or if it’s full, along Church Road.

Never been to Christ
Church on a Sunday
morning? Not quite sure
what to expect?

To help you, here are
some answers to some
Frequently Asked
Questions:

What should I wear?
It doesn’t matter! Whatever you feel
most comfortable in.
Come as you are.

The church building looks a
bit old and gloomy – what’s it
like inside?
Very different! Christ Church is the
oldest large building in Alsager, but
inside we’ve made it more colourful,
warm and welcoming. Come and see!

What if I’m not ‘Church of
England’?
Everyone is welcome – whether
you’ve never been in a church or you
regard yourself as from a different
type of church. We are a mix of differ-
ent church backgrounds, or none.

How will I know what to do in
the service?
Don’t worry! You don’t need to
remember page numbers or words or
when to stand up or sit down!
We try to make it as easy as possible
for everyone.

What next?
Come and see! We think you’ll find
you’re really welcome!

If you have more questions, then take
a look at our website at
www.christchurchalsager.uk or call
Debbie in the office on 01270 872291
or email
admin@christchurchalsager.uk
We’d love to hear from you.
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A Slice of Good News: Big Breakfast
For the past three years, we’ve been serving a Full English
breakfast (other options are available) in the church hall on a
Monday morning between 8 and 10 in term time.

People from all backgrounds and ages come along, from those
first thing enjoying a quiet breakfast with the newspaper and
parents with their children sharing breakfast before school, to
parents with their toddlers playing in our designated play area
later in the morning.

Breakfast costs £1.50 per adult and 50p per child. Vouchers for
free breakfasts are given out via the Alsager foodbank and to
those people we know are experiencing financial hardship.

People often comment on the vibrant atmosphere at Big
Breakfast.  If you’d like to join our team of helpers (either in the
kitchen or welcoming and serving in the hall) please have a chat
with Janice.  You’re welcome to give it a try to see if it’s for you.

We are holding a social event for everyone involved with the
recent Alpha course held at Christ Church. We run Alpha
courses several times a year and they are an excellent way to
explore the Christian faith and to ask questions in a relaxed and
‘fun’ atmosphere. Ask for details.

We are also running a follow-on ‘Digging Deeper’ series of
sessions for those who want to explore issues further.
All welcome.
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Big Breakfast

Church Hall Mondays
During school term time

8am - 10am
£1.50 per person

Primary aged children 50p
Preschoolers free



Christ Church Families
Lots to do for children and families
All welcome!
Rachel Mason Children & Families Leader
Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291.

The next Messy Church
Sessions will be:
11am Sunday 22nd April
‘Breakfast on the Beach’
11am Sunday 20th May
God’s Helper - Pentecost’
Enjoy crafts, games, mess, fun,
food whilst exploring faith and
making friends.
For families with primary-aged
or pre-school children.

Page 4.

EVERY SUNDAY at 11am
We have something for children at 11am every Sunday.
Most weeks, after enjoying your drinks and doughnuts in the hall
before the service, we start in church all together for a time of
welcome and singing songs, then the children have the
opportunity to go to the hall for activities and play to explore their
faith and have fun! Roughly once a month we have Messy
Church instead of our usual 11am children’s activities, this is run
in the church hall for families together, we have lots of fun doing
activities, games, songs and share lunch together. Upcoming
Messy Church dates are 22nd April and 20th May.

Do come and join us any Sunday, you are most welcome.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE DAY AT BRERETON HEATH
Saturday 7th April 10.45am – 3.30pm

A fun-filled outdoor activity adventure day with the Oakhanger
Project which will include:

 Canoeing, kayaking, orienteering and outdoor games

All at the lovely Brereton Heath Nature Reserve. The action
packed day will begin at 11am and finish at 3:30pm, please
arrive by 10:45pm for a briefing. Please wear appropriate
clothing for the day and bring with you a packed lunch and a
change of clothes in case you get wet! The cost of the day is
£10 per person or £20 per family (up to seven people in the
same family). If interested please book via Rachel or Debbie
on 01270 872291



Loads on
for Youth!

There is loads going on at
Christ Church for young people
this term so why not choose to
come along to something –
you might even enjoy yourself!

Contact Matt with any queries:
01270 872291 /
youth@christchurchalsager.uk

Matt Brown, Youth Leader

Tuesdays 3:30–5pm is TAG; fun, food, faith, games and creativity.

Tuesdays 7:30–9:30pm YGG; time to grow with God and your friends.

Thursdays 3:15-5pm downtime afterschool café; free food & drinks.

Thursday evenings DofE expedition training – enrol for further details.

Fridays 7:30–9:30pm Revive youth club; music, gaming, tuck shop, sports.

Sundays 11am proteens; creativity, games, learning about Jesus.

Duke of Edinburgh is starting up so enrol if you have not already to complete
your Bronze, Silver or Gold Award with us.

Further details of our youth activities can be found on the church website or on
social media.

Parent Chat
Mondays 10am - 11.30am
Come along to our ‘parent chat’ group to talk about all things parenting!

It takes place every Monday morning during term time, from 10-11.30am.
We serve free fresh tea and coffee whilst having a chat about anything to do with parenting.

Whether you are a Mum or a Dad, first time parent or a parent of many, you are all welcome.

We share the highs and lows of being a parent and support one another.
It’s great to hear that other parents are facing similar trials and tribulations with their children
as you do with your own!

So come along and make new friends!
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9am Reflective Services
We have two Sunday morning services at Christ Church, one at
9am and one at 11am. Some people alternate between the two
or attend one or the other according to preference. You can be
sure of a warm welcome either way!

You can read more about our Sunday mornings on page 2 of this
magazine.

We asked people who regularly attend the 9am service to share
some of the things they appreciate about the opportunity to meet
together and worship. Here are some of their responses:

If you would like to come along on a Sunday morning you would
be very welcome at either service. At 9am there will be
opportunity to spend time in quiet contemplation, sing hymns,
pray and think about God’s Word. We also share communion on
two or three out of the four Sundays in each month at the 9am
service and once a month at 11am.

There are also refreshments in the Church Hall afterwards.
It’s an opportunity to meet those coming for 11am.

Coffee & Communion
We also run a regular and very popular

communion service followed by coffee and cake
for those who may not always be able to get along
on a Sunday. We can arrange lifts for those who

need them. See back page for details.
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Format/structure
of the service

Feel part of a family

Reverence

Friendships have been formed

Hymns like mini-prayers

People who attend the 9am service are:

 Supportive
 Caring
 Friends

Welcome received

Comfort Fellowship

Music / organ

Sharing of ‘The Peace’ at communion service

Community

SERVICES AT DENNIS
ROUND COURT

Once a month a service takes
place for the residents at
Dennis Round Court.
Toby leads a short service
including Bible reading, hymns
(with Wyn playing the piano)
and a talk. After the service has
finished tea, coffee and biscuits
are served and we chat with
the residents.
There  is a warm welcome from
the residents and they really
appreciate us going and feel
part of the Christ Church family.



Growth Groups
There are now 11 growth groups at Church Church meeting at
different times and venues during the week.

New groups will also form at the end of the current Alpha and
Digging Deeper courses. Groups meet mainly fortnightly, though
some meet weekly. Growth groups are a great place to grow
spiritually and keep journeying and exploring faith, find friendship,
read and discuss the Bible together and pray and support each
other through the ups and downs of life.

They are often a lot of fun too. Some meet on Wednesday
evenings, some on Thursday evenings. Anew group with a
creche for young Mums has recently started on Monday
mornings and there are three other daytime groups also.

If you are coming along to Christ Church and want to join one of
these midweek growth groups please get in touch with Helen or
Toby May or Debbie in the office and we will be  pleased to help.

Scargill House
Kettlewell,
North Yorkshire
‘Looking for a Larger
Christ’
Edith Bowers

Once again I have been
privileged to go to Scargill
House in Yorkshire where I
enjoyed the course, ‘Looking
for a Larger Christ’ which in-
cluded teaching sessions,
discussions and singing with
John Bell from the Iona
Community. It was a truly mem-
orable and inspirational five
days, meeting new people,
good food, splendid views and
lots of wild birds and squirrels.

Good News for Oakhanger!
New church building and
community centre opens

If you’ve driven or taken the bus through Oakhanger recently,
you will have noticed that the old Methodist chapel has been
replaced by a new building.

There will be an Open week from Thursday 19th to Thursday
26th April. The centre will be open every morning for coffee and
there will be displays by existing user groups such as
Oakhanger Church, Oakhanger Community Group and the
Oakhanger Project.

The first official service will be a dedication service on Sunday
17th June when St. Luke’s and Oakhanger Methodist Church
will move the United Oakhanger Church into the new building.
We will meet at St. Luke’s and walk to the new Centre for a
service of celebration and dedication.

The official opening of the building as Oakhanger Church and
Community Centre will be at a later date. Watch out for more
details.
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Left: Oakhanger’s new church and community centre



A couple of weeks ago I was sitting in Milton Parish Church in
Stoke-on-Trent at the end of their morning  Eucharist when a
young woman tapped me on the shoulder from behind.
‘How is Ga-o?’ she asked.

I had to think for a moment and then I twigged.
She was referring to Gao Zhisheng, a famous Chinese human
rights lawyer.

We got into conversation and she told me she prayed for him eve-
ry morning.  This came as a great encouragement to me and I
told her I had his photograph as a bookmark in the novel I read
at night and that every evening before I go to sleep I try to re-
member to pray for him too.

It’s hard to be a lawyer in China

 Keith Davies,
 Regional Ambassador,
 Christian Solidarity
 Worldwide

This incident reminded me of a
meeting I had with Gao
Zhisheng’s daughter, Grace
Gao, in London last Autumn.
Grace told us how hard it had
been for her, as a daughter of a
prominent Christian human
rights lawyer in China.  She
had faced discrimination and
bullying at school where other
pupils were told not to have
anything to do with her. The
other students ‘avoided me as
if I had some contagious
disease,’ she declared.  On
one occasion she was even
excluded from school for a
whole year simply because
Gao was her father.

She told us how on January 9,
2009, she woke up with a
strange feeling. She sensed
that someone was going on a
long journey. Yet no one in the
apartment was packing.

Everything seemed normal but
something was happening. Her
father was holding her and her
mother and brother tightly. It
suddenly dawned on her. They
were going on a long journey.

That day, they escaped China.
First they went by motorbike.
Then they hid in the luggage
hold of a bus. Eventually, they
reached Thailand. From there,
they went to America where
she now lives with her mother
in California.

Her father, however, stayed in
China.  There was no way for
him to escape and, in any case,
he had work to do.
Gao Zhisheng is a prominent
human rights lawyer.  In fact In
2001, he was named by the
Ministry of Justice itself as one
of the ten best lawyers in all of
China.

However, his work soon
brought him into conflict with
the authorities. He represented
some of the most vulnerable
people in China, including
members of religious minorities,
such as Christians and Falun
Gong practitioners and much of
this work he did on a pro bono
basis. As a consequence he
endured at least six spells in
prison where he faced frequent
beatings and other inhumane
treatment.  In 2017 he authored
a 40-page report detailing
human rights abuses and relat-
ed social issues in China.
He knew the risk he was taking
, but his concern, borne out of
his deep Christian faith, meant
he had to do this. By a miracle
this document was smuggled
out of China and has now
come into the hands of
Christian Solidarity Worldwide,
who will use it in Parliament
and at the UN to press for
change in China.

Gao is now in prison again and
we dread to think what
treatment he is being given or
even whether he is still alive.

You can find out more about
him by going on to the website,
www.csw.org.uk and maybe
you will be able to join me and
the young woman from Milton
in praying for him and other
human rights lawyers currently
detained in China.
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Youth Worker Funding Appeal
The Story So Far
Over the past six years, we have had an annual contract with Cheshire East Council for delivering
youth services in our community.  This has covered our activities that have no direct Christian
input such as the Duke of Edinburgh award and Revive youth club.

The last three years have seen the value of the contract lessening each year with £16K being
granted last year.  Expecting this trend to continue, we budgeted £14K for this coming year but
sadly we have learned that Cheshire East Council is not funding any youth work at all.

This funding has enabled us to employ a full-time youth worker but having no contract with
Cheshire East has compromised this situation.

Our youth worker, Matt Brown, has offered to reduce his working week from five days to three and
by restructuring his working week is hoping to carry on offering our core youth activities.
However, even by reducing Matt’s working week to part-time, we still have a giving gap of £16K.

The Next Steps – The Choice is Ours

1. Reviewing our spending

The PCC has looked at our spending and how we might increase our income without com-
promising the way we reach out.  We have increased our charges for Big Breakfast and
Duke of Edinburgh to cover the costs of these programmes.

2. Increasing our giving

We are launching a church-wide appeal throughout the month of May where we will be
asking our members to prayerfully consider committing to giving extra, solely for the
purpose of our youth work.  Whilst one off contributions would always help, it would be
easier to budget on an ongoing basis if regular giving commitments were made.

It’s important to stress that we are not asking people to switch their current giving from the
general church funds to this appeal, but to give an extra earmarked amount to Youth Work.

On Saturday 12th May from 9 to 12, we shall have a Giving Day in the church hall.
Matt, along with Rachel our Children and Families worker, will be there to explain the work
they do with young people, children and families.  People will also be on hand to explain
how to change their giving, whether via standing order or envelopes.

3. Praying

  Throughout May, we shall be encouraging everyone to pray for this appeal.
  As wee’ve recently covered fasting as part of our Healthy Habits theme in our talks,
  some people may consider a 24 hour fast while they pray for the appeal.
  If you have never fasted before, do please talk to someone for advice on how to approach
  this. If you are in a Growth Group, perhaps you could plan a fast together one day in May.

Janice Mills
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What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church

For CHILDREN
Regular weekly events - see page 4.
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For information on
activities for children
and families, contact
Rachel Mason

EVENTS as advertised for all ages

BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.

JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm
on first Thursday of each month.

CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
Contact Dilys Daniels.

GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.
Contact Toby or Helen May to join.

SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm contact Helen May.

Informal service at Dennis Round Court
at 10.30am on the second Tuesday of each
month (except August).

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291.

For YOUTH
Regular weekly events
PRO-TEENS
Sundays 11am
Years 7- 9
DOWN TIME - Years 7-13
Thurs 3.15pm - 4.30pm
YOUTH GROWTH
GROUP
Years 10 - 13
Tuesdays 7.30pm
REVIVE (Youth Club)
Fridays 7.30pm - 9.30pm

For details of Youth
activities contact
Matt Brown on
youth@christchurch
alsager.uk

Christ Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291

Email: Admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager

Facebook:
Christ Church Alsagerand Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.

Easter Taster Days at Brereton. Have a go
at canoe and kayak, walk the Nature Trail or
attempt a Team challenge activity.
Wednesdays 4th and 11th April between
11am and 3pm. Cost £3.50 per person
Booking essential.
Diocese Activity Day. Saturday 7th April
Open Week at Oakhanger Thursday 19th to
Wednesday 26th April. Visit the new
Oakhanger Church and Community Centre.
Call for a coffee and chat or come to one of
our events during the week.
Canoe and Kayak courses every
Wednesday from early May through to
October. Training and assessment for British
Canoe Union Awards.
Register to book your place.
Family Camping weekends at Colwyn Bay
from 8th to 10th June and Trearddur Bay
from 10th to 12th August and 17th to 19th
August.
A4A - Family Activities for All at Brereton
Heath Nature Reserve on Wednesdays 1st,
8th, 22nd and 29th August. Booking
advisable. Contact Graham or Marion.

It’s an exciting time for the Oakhanger Project,
the spectacularly successful outdoor and family
activity charity run from our neighbouring parish.
Check out the varied activities and call in to see
the new Oakhanger Church and Community
Centre. Contact Graham or Marion Bushill.
 Email: oakchallenge@aol.com
 Tel: 01270 882158; Mobile 0799 993 2963
 Facebook page ‘Oakhanger Project’



GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered

All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work

From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966

Mob: 07703 5764 78

We are pleased to display adverts for local businesses and services.

Please note:
Inclusion does not imply endorsement by the leaders or congregations
at Christ Church Alsager and St Luke’s Oakhanger.

ADVERTISEMENTS

To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.
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Christ Church Services
We have two Sunday services, one at 9am and one at 11am.
There are meetings for prayer at 6pm each Sunday.

We have ‘Messy Church’ for children and families once a month.
Childrens’ activities take place in the Church Hall during the 11am
service.

Sunday 8th April Receiving and Believing John 20:19-31
9am Reflective hymns 11am informal service with children’s
activities in the Church Hall.

Theme: Spirit-fuelled Living
Sunday 15th April Theophilus’s Story Acts 1:1-11
9am Holy communion 11am Informal service with children’s
activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 22nd April Peter’s Story Acts 2:1-24, 37-41
9am reflective service with hymns 11am informal service with
Messy Church in the Church Hall.

Sunday 29th April The Story of a Begging Man Acts 3:1-16
9am Holy communion 11am Fun Sunday service with baby
thanksgiving and baptism.

Sunday 6th May
9am reflective service with hymns 11am informal communion
service with children’s activities in the Church Hall.
Sunday 13th May Joseph’s Story Acts 4:32 - 5:11.
9am Holy communion 11am informal service with children’s
activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 20th May Gamaliel’s story Acts 5:17-42
9am reflective service with hymns 11am Informal service with
Messy Church in Church Hall.

Sunday 27th May Stephen’s Story Acts 6:8-7:1, 7:51-8:4
9am Holy communion 11am Informal communion service with
children’s activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 3rd June
9am Reflective service with hymns 11am Fun Sunday service
with baby thanksgiving and baptism.

Coffee & Communion
1st & 3rd Thursdays 10.30am in Church Hall
5th April contact Adrienne if you need a lift: 875072
19th April contact Pam if you need a lift : 879165
3rd May contact Adrienne if you need a lift: 875072
17th May contact Pam if you need a lift: 879165

Dennis Round Court 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10.30am in
Dennis Round Court Lounge, Hall Drive.

Vicar: Rev Toby May
Tel: 01270 873727

Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS
Debbie Preston
Tel: 01270 872291
(Mon, Wed, Thu 9am - 3pm)
www.christchurchalsager.uk
Email:
admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Editor: Phil Williams 4 Derwent
Close, Alsager. Tel: 882060.
philwilliams441@gmail.com

Contacts

Find us on Facebook at ChristChurchAlsager.
On Twitter @ chchalsager

Website www.christchurchalsager.uk

Fun for families.
A special

monthly service.
See page 3.

Oakhanger Services
6.30pm at the new Oakhanger
Church and Community Centre

15th April Evening worship
   Rob Hilton
6th May  Holy Communion
   Toby May
20th May Evening worship
   Ian White
3rd June Holy Communion
   Toby May
17th June Evening worship

Rob Hilton & Toby May
Join us for the dedication
Service for the new building.
Open week: 19th - 26th April.

Oakhanger Contact
Bryan Davies 01270 872820
bryan.davies57@btinternet.com.


