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Missing Out?
A vicar, a thief, and an engineer
were led to the guillotine for their
crimes.

The executioner pulled the priest
forward first. He asked him if he
wanted to be facing up or down
when he met his fate.

‘Upwards,’ said the vicar.
‘I want to be looking toward
heaven when I die.’

The blade zoomed downward, but
stopped just an inch short of the
vicar's throat!  Everyone agreed
that it was divine intervention, and
let the vicar go free.

Next, the thief was brought
forward. He decided to copy the
vicar, hoping he too would be
spared. Again, the blade zoomed
down but stopped just short of the
thief’s throat. So, they released
him as well!

It was finally the engineer's turn.
He, like the others, decided to
face upwards.
The blade slowly raised back into
place. But just as it was about to
fall, the engineer shouted ‘STOP!’

‘I think I know what the problem is.’
‘That cable to the left appears to
be catching the rope!’

Now, in case you think I’m just a
vicar making fun of engineers… I
am also an engineer by training.
And anyway, the joke doesn’t work
the other way round!

Priorities
So what’s the point?

Well, I reckon it’s easy for us to
take the same attitude to life as
that engineer. We get so hung up
on the small details that we lose
sight of the bigger issues of life
and meaning. Or we might solve
day-to-day problems, but not see
the bigger significance of our
decisions.

Of course, it’s often important to
focus on the immediate issues in
our lives – bills need paying and
mouths need feeding. Jesus said:
‘Why worry about tomorrow? Each
day has enough trouble of its
own’. So let’s get on with living in
the present and not worry about
the bigger things!

But this would be to misunder-
stand what Jesus was saying. He
points out that we can get overly
worried about day-to-day practical-
ities, such as clothes or food. He
doesn’t tell us to ignore these
things, but to keep them in their
place.

He urges us to sort out our
priorities – starting with the big
issues of life – especially
searching for God and discovering
his will for our lives. He doesn’t
say everything will be easy, but
our lives will be more fulfilled as a
result.

More Time in the Office?
When talking about prioritising our
time, there’s an over-used quote
that says: ‘At the end of your life,
no-one will look back and say “I
wish I’d spent more time in the
office.”’

That might be true for many peo-
ple – depending on how we use
our time. But, I suspect that many
more of us will look back on our
lives and say: ‘I wish I’d spent
more time exploring life and
discovering God’s will for me.’
That will probably be me.
What about you?
We have Alpha Courses starting in
September and January, which
are a great way to explore life and
faith.
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More from
MATT

Matt Brown, Youth Leader
In the last edition I referred to the events in Manchester following
the terrible terrorist incident. There have been several other bad
news stories in the past couple of months which sometimes
cause us to question our faith in God. In this issue I turn to things
a little closer to home.

July has been an extremely turbulent month for several reasons,
there have been highs and lows, or mountain top and valley
experiences as I sometimes like to call them. In no particular
order I have moved house, sadly found out that a friend of mine
from Manchester had passed away in his sleep unexpectedly,
taken a group of young people to Fort Rocky on a residential
weekend, hosted the GSUS Live mobile classroom at the high
school, received news via social media that a good friend of
mine had gone to be with Jesus after short battle with cancer,
been involved in delivering transition sessions in the local
primary schools, had a third friend lose their life in a tragic acci-
dent, lead my first youth service with the young people and had
some time off with my daughters after the eldest finished primary
school.

It often surprises me how much we manage to fit into our time,
however long or short it may be. As we saw when looking at
Martha last month we can often fail to make time to spend with
God as our schedules get filled up with doing other things, but
there is something so precious about time spent in God’s
presence and just ‘being’ rather than doing. It should be our top
priority. I speak to myself as well as you when I say that we need
to spend time with God constantly, not just when we’re feeling
that we need His help.

I have felt very much since
losing my friend Simon
#simonsays that we need to
make the most of the time
that we have. Every day is a
gift and brings with it oppor-
tunities to be thankful and to
make the most of opportuni-
ties to make a positive differ-
ence. When Simon was first
diagnosed with terminal cancer
he took the decision to share his story on social media to try and
make a positive difference to the lives of others. You can see
some of the videos he posted by searching for Simon Dayman
online. He coined the phrase ‘choose your day’ encouraging peo-
ple that whatever your circumstances you should keep a positive
outlook and make the most of life and the opportunities you have.

Our regular YOUTH COLUMN

A couple of weeks ago at
Simon’s funeral it was clear the
impact that his message had
upon his family and friends at-
tending and their determination
to follow up on the challenge to
#chooseyourday.

I intend to try and create more
opportunities to connect with
young people after the summer
break and during the GSUS
Live week in the high school I
gave out some new advertising
for our youth provision at Christ
Church. I am particularly
excited about a new initiative
we are launching called
downtime which will be an
after school café for young
people in year 7 and above
every Thursday during term
time. I hope that it will become
a space for the local young
people to relax and enjoy a
drink and some food after
school. If you would be
interested in helping be part of
the team for this by being there
or doing any baking, or any
other youth activities please
contact me.

God has given us wonderful
skills and talents to use for His
glory, I pray that like me, you
will find a way to use yours and
fulfil your heavenly potential.

God Bless You All Massively!
Matt

Console screens up on the GSUS Bus



Christ Church Families
Lots to do for children and families
All welcome!

The next Messy Church
Sessions will be:

11am Sunday 10th Sept
‘The Man Who Sowed Seeds’

Enjoy crafts, games, mess, fun,
food whilst exploring faith and
making friends. For families
with primary-aged or
pre-school children.
Come and join in!
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FAMILY FUN & BBQ – Saturday 9th September 4-6pm
Bouncy castle, face painting, competitions and lots more…
all completely FREE!
All welcome. Come along and join in the fun.

NEW CLUB STARTING SEPTEMBER!
SPARKS Children’s Club for School
Years Reception to Year 2
Every Wednesday during term-time
3:45 – 4:45pm in the Church Hall
We will be having a fun-filled time
exploring faith, God and the Bible through
a range of activities including craft, games,
cooking and drama, singing songs, and
prayer activities. It is free to attend.
Parents are welcome to stay for a cup of
tea or coffee in the adjacent hall if they
wish.

Don’t forget RADIATE Children’s Club
for School Years 3 to 6 runs on a

Friday during term time 6 – 7pm in the Church Hall.

CHRIST CHURCH SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 2017
Did you plant sunflower seeds at Messy Church, Cherubs
Toddler Group, Pikemere lunchtime club, Cranberry
lunchtime club or Radiate back in May? Hopefully they are
now growing well and beginning to think about flowering.
Take photos and post them on our Facebook page or
email them to  families@christchurchalsager.uk or print
them and give them to Rachel Mason. We want to see
them growing and see who grows the tallest, the biggest
flower, the prettiest, the most unusual...

Sunday 10th September is the deadline for photos to
enter to competition - we will be judging after this date.

CONTACT
Rachel Mason

Children and Families Leader
01270 872291

families@christchurchalsager.uk
www.christchurchalsager.uk

Sarah Fidal with one
of your sunflowers
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Big Breakfast

Church Hall Mondays
during school term time

8am - 10am
£1 per person

Primary aged children 50p

CHRIST CHURCH’s POPULAR

ALPHA COURSE STARTS

AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER….

You are invited to:
 “Is there more to life than this?”
 Monday 18th September 9.30-11.30 am

This is a taster session and will be held at Christ Church Hall,
Church Road, Alsager. You will be really welcome.
Alpha then runs weekly for 10 Monday mornings and includes
breakfast each week. There is also a creche for under 5’s. The
Alpha course is free. It is an opportunity to explore and discuss
life and faith in an informal environment.

To book your Alpha Course place
please contact Debbie in the church office – phone 872291,
e-mail admin@christchurch-alsager.org.uk or go to
www.christchurchalsager.uk  for more details.

Please have a word with Toby or me or anyone you know who
has already done the Alpha course with us if you’re not sure.

An evening alpha course will run starting 7.30pm Wednesday 17
Jan 2018 with an evening meal. Its not too early to put your
name down.

One previous participant said, “I formed great friendships on

Alpha. It was inspiring and enjoyable. Glad I took the plunge.”

Another, “Alpha was life-changing and great fun! I made new
friends and the food was lovely.” Another said, “Alpha was life-
changing - a chance to explore, discuss and make your own

conclusions in a safe environment.”

Over 22.5 million people have now attended an Alpha course, it
ran in over 50 000 churches worldwide last year across all

denominations across with 9,000 courses being run in UK!

Helen May

Holy Spirit Day
at Rudyard Lake

Saturday 7th October 9.30-4pm

We all need
more of the Holy
Spirit all the time.
This is a one off
day for anyone
who would like

to come along even if you have
not done Alpha. Some folk
missed their Alpha day, other
folk have asked to do it again,
others just simply want a
refreshing day out with God
where the focus will be the
Holy Spirit. There will be a £10
charge/ donation to cover room
hire and buffet lunch as we
have on Alpha. Book via
Debbie in the office.
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Did you spot the Dalmatians at the
Carnival this summer?
There might not have been 101 of them
but they all had a dotty time on the
parade and at the Carnival itself on
Milton Park.

Our participation at the Carnival was just
of many community events we’re
involved with. You can find details of
more activities for all ages below and on
the following pages.

Sing-a-Long-a Sound
of Music

The Hills are Alive … to the sound of
people singing their hearts out to The
Sound of Music!
Join us for a fun-filled evening with lots
of audience participation as we watch
the original 1965 film with all the lyrics
on the screen.
Costumes are not compulsory but will
add to the fun – be as imaginative as
you like.  Why not come as one of your
favourite things!

Saturday 14th October at 6:30pm
in the hall

FREE (includes interval ice cream)



What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church

For CHILDREN
Regular weekly events - see page 4.
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For information on
activities for children
and families, contact
Rachel Mason

EVENTS as advertised for all ages

BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.

JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm
on Thursdays.

WALKING GROUP
Saturdays as advertised. Contact Geoff or
Andrea Chatterley.

CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
Contact Dilys Daniels.

GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.
Contact Toby or Helen May to join.

SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm contact Helen May.

Informal service at Dennis Round Court
at 10.30am on the second Tuesday of each
month (except August).

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291.

For YOUTH
Regular weekly events
PRO-TEENS
Sundays 11am
Years 7- 9
TAG - (Tuesday
Afternoon Group)
Years 7-9 Tuesdays
3.30pm - 5pm
YOUTH GROWTH
GROUP
Years 10 - 13
Tuesdays 8pm - 10pm
REVIVE (Youth Club)
Fridays 7.30pm - 9.30pm

For details of Youth
activities contact
Matt Brown on
youth@christchurch
alsager.uk

Coffee & Communion
Informal communion with social time 10.30am
on 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month.

If you need a lift contact: Pam Proctor 879165
or Adrienne 875072.

Christ Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291

Email: Admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager

Facebook:
Christ Church Alsagerand Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.

Tuesdays 3.15pm - 4.30pm (term time)

A new youth initiative starting in September.

Every Thursday after school during term time
Matt and the team will be hosting an after
school café exclusively for young people in
Year 7-13. The aim is to provide a space for
local young people to hang out together, chat,
chill, have drink and a snack straight after
school, maybe even do some homework!

If you would like be on the downtime team or
could help with donations of cakes / biscuits /
fruit or other snack type foods please contact
Matt at the church office.



GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered

All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work

From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966

Mob: 07703 5764 78

We are pleased to display adverts for local businesses and services.

Please note:
Inclusion does not imply endorsement by the leaders or congregations
at Christ Church Alsager and St Luke’s Oakhanger.

ADVERTISEMENTS

To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.
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Christ Church Services
There will be one Sunday morning service until 3rd September
when the 9am and 11am services will resume along with the full
children’s and youth programme.
There are meetings for prayer at 6pm each Sunday.
All summer services will be a mix of formal / informal worship.
Coffee and doughnuts will be served after the service.
All welcome, please stay and chat.

Sunday 13 August 10am - Holy Communion
Sunday 20 August 10am - Holy Communion
Sunday 27 August 10am - Morning Service

Theme: Great Stories
Sunday 3rd September A tale of two sons Luke 15:11-32
9am service with hymns 11am informal communion service with
children’s activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 10th September A Debt Forgiven Luke 6: 36-50
9am Holy Communion 11am Informal service with Messy Church
in Hall.

Sunday 17th September The Great Samaritan Luke 10: 25-37
9am service with hymns 11am Fun Sunday with Thanksgiving and
baptism of children. Other children’s activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 24th September A Sower & Soils Luke 8: 4-15
Celebration Sunday 9am service with hymns 11am informal
service with affirmations of faith. 6.30pm confirmation servide with
Bishop Peter.

Sunday 1st October A Friend at Midnight Luke 11: 5-13
9am service with hymns 11am informal communion service with
children’s activities in Church Hall.

Coffee & Communion
1st & 3rd Thursdays 10.30am in Church Hall

7 Sept Contact Pam if you need a lift : 879165
21 Sept Contact Adrienne if you need a lift : 875072

Dennis Round Court
2nd Tuesday of each month at 10.30am in Dennis Round Court
Lounge, Hall Drive
8 Aug Morning Worship

Door to door visiting
Come and join the GO team to welcome the people in the new
houses. Sun 13 & Sun 27 August 3pm - 5.30pm.
Followed by cake in the Church Hall.

Thinking about your faith?
On Sun 24th September we will be having a service with full
immersion baptism, reaffirmations of faith and confirmation. If you
think any of these are for you please speak to Toby.

Vicar: Rev Toby May
Tel: 01270 873727

Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS
Debbie Preston
Tel: 01270 872291
(Mon, Wed, Thu 9am - 3pm)
www.christchurchalsager.uk
Email:
admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Editor: Phil Williams 4 Derwent
Close, Alsager. Tel: 882060.
philwilliams441@gmail.com

Contacts

Find us on Facebook at ChristChurchAlsager.
On Twitter @ chchalsager

Website www.christchurchalsager.uk

Fun for families.
A special

monthly service.
See page 3.

Oakhanger Services
6.30pm at St Luke’s, Taylor’s
Lane unless otherwise stated.

6 Aug   Holy Communion
20 Aug  Evening Worship
3 Sep   Welcome for Rev
   Rob Hilton at Wesley
   Place
17 Sep Harvest Service
1 Oct  Holy Communion

Oakhanger Contact
Bryan Davies 01270 872820
bryan.davies57@btinternet.com.


