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Backwards & Forwards

Carnival - Mr and Mrs Potato Head

Left, right, left, right, left, right,
ooooh! Left, right, left, right,
hooray!

Could it be a new backing track
for a military band?
No, it’s a Wimbledon crowd!

I love it when the camera shows
the crowd’s reactions to the
tennis... looking one way and back,
displaying a whole range of
emotions – anticipation and
amazement, frustration and
celebration.

Life as a Christian can often seem
like that. We’re drawn between
looking backwards and forwards,
with a mix of emotions. We look
back to ancient writings in the
Bible and find God saying ‘See, I
am doing a new thing’ which
cause us to look ahead to the
future. We look forward with a mix
of excitement and uncertainty,
then back to what God has done
in the past with thanksgiving.

God is described as the one ‘who
was, and is, and is to come’. He
calls us to celebrate the good
things in the past but not to get
stuck in it. He calls us to embrace
necessary change for the future,
but not to rush on without thanking
him. And what is true for
individuals is also true for a
church.

As Helen and I prepare to move
on, it’s been good to both look
back and to look forward – as indi-
viduals, but also as a church…

In the first magazine article I
wrote here in 2006, I described
what lay ahead for us as a church,
as an adventure into an unknown
land, following God’s guidance.
Well, it’s certainly been an
adventure!

Helen and I remember the
decision to persevere with
mobilising the whole church into
supporting our first Alpha Course,
whilst knowing that with a few
days to go only two guests were
signed up! Since then, over 300
people have taken part. It’s been
an exciting and often humbling
experience to explore questions
of life and faith together for so
many.

We remember the rain pouring
through the roof over the
communion table, after the lead
was stolen – mercifully, two weeks
before we installed the new
platform, lighting and paintwork!

We remember making and lifting
the Christmas stars up the tower;
the privilege of taking the
weddings and funerals of some
very special people; visiting the
increasing number of wonderful
Growth Groups; encouraging
those with the vision to start Big
Breakfast; enjoying Messy Church
and Coffee & Communion start
and grow; recruiting Families and
Youth Leaders; school visits;
letting off fireworks from the tower
(and extinguishing the result!) and
so much more!

Of course, none of these
happened alone. Throughout our
time here, we’ve had the privilege
of serving God and living and
working alongside a fantastic
group of people who make up this
church and community. We will
miss so many of you.

However, it’s also a time to look
ahead. Just as God is calling us to
a new stage in our journey, so he
is calling Christ Church to an
exciting new stage in your journey.

Continued on Page 2.

Sunday 2nd September
will be Toby & Helen’s last
week with us. There will be a
bring and share lunch after

the 11am service.



Fantastic opportunities lie ahead
to go on growing closer to God,
deeper in love for one another and
in sharing God’s love with this
expanding community. To realise
those opportunities will mean
staying close to God and active in
reaching out to others. It will mean
everyone using their gifts and
supporting those who take on
extra responsibilities. And in time,
it will mean welcoming a new vicar,
just as you have welcomed Helen
and I.

As St Paul says, ‘let’s strain
towards what is ahead’... but also
give thanks to God for what has
gone before.

So, thank you for your friendship
and support. May God bless you
even more in the years ahead.

Toby & Helen

Backwards & Forwards
Continued from front page Looking Back

Helen May shares some of her favourite photos
from the last 12 years

Induction 2006 Carnival 2007

Bus stop for a morning!

Nativity with Sophie the Donkey 2012

Right: What a star!
Below: Fun & games
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Above: Messy Church is messy!
Above right: Carol Services 2014

Above: Coffee & Communion Christmas
with Pikemere Choir
Above right: It’s a blur! Miriam leads
worship at Easter Detectives.

Above: Alpha at Rudyard Lake
Right: Cranberry Choir Christmas 2018
Below: Family Service after
refurbishment 2014

These are just a few of the many photographs and many happy
and precious memories from the last 12 years.

Let’s all create some more memories in the years to come!
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YOUTH BAND SESSIONS
Young people can come along
to develop their musical skills,
learn to play as a band, learn
new songs and even write and
record their own. We are really
thankful that youth band has
started and for all the offers of
support. We hope the band will
play for us in church at some
point.
Tuesdays 6:30 - 7:30pm in the
Upper Room of the Church Hall.
Contact Matt for more
information.

Christ Church Youth

There’s loads going on at Christ Church for young
people. Come along, you may even enjoy yourself!

Contact Matt Brown on youth@christchurchalsager.uk

All groups on Fridays
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A Place to Rest
Stillness. Quiet. Peace. Freedom to simply be.

Days where I can rest, relax and reflect are precious to me.
I recently went on a quiet day with my team from work, to spend
some time praying as a team and alone.
The time I had was special, helping me to remember that I am
loved by God.

One prayer I found particularly poignant was:
When you no longer know how to be, may the Father take you on
a deeper journey.
When you no longer know what to do, may the Spirit reveal to
you your fitting task.

At a time of sometimes feeling lost, I found this particularly
helpful. Maybe it is helpful for you too.

At the place where I heard this prayer hundreds of people have
been blessed. Lying in the heart of Cheshire, surrounded by 70
acres of beautiful greenery and woods, is Foxhill House and
Woodlands. This is a place of retreat for the weary, restoration
for the broken and prayer for those in need. All are welcome.

Foxhill House and Woodlands host individual private retreats,
guided retreats and days of theological learning, aimed
particularly at those in the Cheshire area. Run by the Church of
England, Foxhill aims to offer a personal service to meet your
needs, giving you space and time to relax and reflect. You can
stay for one day, overnight or even longer.

I have found my time at Foxhill House and Woodlands incredibly
valuable, and I hope you do too.

Jonathan Masters

Some of the upcoming retreats
include:
Ministry at Work, led by Mo
Trudel on 22 September
£27.50 including lunch and
refreshments

Living with Grief, led by
Philippa and Graeme Skinner
on 9th - 10th November
£95 including all meals and
en-suite accommodation

An Individually Guided Retreat
from 3 - 6 December
£165 including all meals and
en-suite accommodation.

Foxhill also host regular Stop,
Look and Listen Days.

To find out more visit
www.foxhillchester.co.uk
or ring them on 01928 733777.
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In February 110 girls were taken from their school in
Dapchi, Northern Nigeria, by Boko Haram.

Five of the girls died on the journey to the terrorists’
base and subsequently 104 of them were freed through a deal
signed with the Nigerian Government.  However, 15 year-old
Leah remains in the hands of the militants for the simple reason
that she refuses to renounce her Christian faith.  We can only
guess at the dreadful treatment she may be receiving during her
captivity.

Christian Solidarity Worldwide is campaigning hard for her
release and we can all be involved.

A number of you have already signed the petition to the Nigerian
High Commissioner, but for those of you who have not, can
I encourage you to do so without delay?

This is what you have to do:

Go to the website, www.csw.org.uk
Click on ‘Pray for Leah.’

This will lead to a link to the on-line petition where you can sign
your name and details.

And, please, to increase the impact, why not share this with your
friends from other churches?  This way we can really build up
the pressure.

Keith Davies

FREE  LEAH  SHARIBU

COME & HEAR PAUL BELL IN CONCERT
Never heard of him?  I hadn’t until I heard him perform at Big
Church Day Out.  And I was quite blown away.  His superb guitar
playing, his great singing and his original and often hilarious
songs had the audience in raptures.

Paul Bell has performed in the UK and abroad for over 10 years.
During that time he has appeared at Greenbelt, featured on
Clare Balding’s Sunday morning show and produced five albums.
His latest is called While we sleep tonight. The title track was
released as a single to support Tearfund’s work in Haiti, and has
been played on BBC Radio 2.

Here’s what some have said about him:

“When I first heard Paul Bell I was captivated. And I still am”-
Rob Parsons, Care for the Family.

“Paul Bell is a stunning talent. He brings laugh out loud humour,
brilliant song writing and performance, and quick-on-the-draw
spontaneity that audiences love” Jeff Lucas, Author, Speaker
Broadcaster.

“I like that, I like that very much.”  Clare Balding, BBC Radio 2.

But don’t just take their word
for it, come and hear him for
yourselves.  Paul will play in
Christchurch Parish Hall on
Saturday 29 September at
7.30 pm.  Tickets are £5 and
demand is likely to be very high,
so don’t delay. They will be on
sale from Debbie at the church
office or from me from the
middle of August.
If you want a sneak preview,
go to Youtube and key in Paul
Bell, Biscuit Song.  I’m sure
you’ll love it.

Keith Davies
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Many readers will have met Solomon & Ruth Nabie (pronounced ‘Nah-bee-ay’) either in 2012 on
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee weekend or on their recent visit on Sunday 10 June this year when
Solomon spoke in the ‘Good News’ slot – and, amazingly for a Kenyan preacher, he made it within
the given 10 minutes!
There are many new people in church, so I offer the following information about IcFEM
(pronounced ‘eye-see-fem’): it’s the Interchristian Fellowships’ Evangelical Mission, founded by
four young professional Kenyans in the 80s, so it’s indigenous. The advantage of this is that they
know what are the actual needs of the people in their area of rural Western Kenya not far from
the Ugandan border. Their strap-line: Accelerating Community Transformation through Holy Living
and Hard Work.
There are six main areas of their work, which they call the Pillars of the Mission. These are:
ü Spiritual Empowerment – there is work to do to get the Gospel into all the villages. Village

Discipleship Schools help people in the villages to get to grips with the Bible in a serious and
transformative way. I met three pastors on one course, who said they had learned so much.....

ü Economic Empowerment – helping people to realise that they often have the means of earn-
ing a living right under their noses! Co-operative principles are encouraged. Skills are taught.

ü Health – IcFEM runs an excellent 55 bed hospital. SmileTrain teams visit twice a year and do
up to 40 cleft lip and palate operations, mostly on very young children. A Club Foot pro-
gramme runs regularly. A successful Maternity Unit provides safe delivery for hundreds of
woman each year. There is a resident eye surgeon. Last year a total of about 70,000 patients
were treated.

ü Education - The Mission runs its own Nursery School and separate Primary School, Dream-
land Education Centre (DEC) – and there are well advanced plans to build a Secondary
School.

ü Mercy and Justice – searching out and providing for those in need – elderly, disabled, vulnera-
ble, disadvantaged. This is a very active part of the Mission’s work and is never short of work!

ü Integral Mission - Partnership in Community Development. They actively seek partners with
experience in the various areas of their work, from Africa, the UK and USA.

I am considering the possibility of a visit to Kimilili in the autumn of 2019, with people from several
interested churches in the area. There’s nothing like seeing the work on the ground to get you in-
spired.... “Come and see!” Speak to me or email me at the address below if you think you may be
interested in coming. In any case, do visit the website!
The Mission was birthed in and is sustained in prayer.
There’s also a monthly prayer letter and a separate Pillar Leaders’ Report which you can re-
ceive. Just drop me an email to office@icfem-mission.org.
Martin Oram, IcFEM Trustee and UK office administrator.



24 HOURS of UNBROKEN PRAYER
for our CHURCH, our TOWN and our WORLD
Friday 14TH and Saturday  15th September

WHY PRAY?
Two words one question, so many answers… We pray because God is listening (1Chron 7:14).
We pray because conversation is the heartbeat of relationship (John 15:4). We pray because the
world is broken, and our words can change it (Matt 6:10). We pray because Jesus said pray, and
don’t give up.
Bold persistent prayer changes history:
Over 2000 years ago the church was born in a 24-7 prayer room in Jerusalem (Acts2).
Over 1000 years ago Celtic monks prayed 24-7 and transformed Europe.
Over 300 years ago Moravians prayed 24-7 for 100 years and took the gospel to many nations.
Some even sold themselves into slavery to reach out to slaves.
Over 100 years ago: a multi-racial 24-7 Prayer Room on Azusa Street, Los Angeles sparked a
global Pentecostal and charismatic renewal.

“after they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. and they were all filled with the
 Holy Spirit and spoke the word of god boldly” Acts 4:31
From Pentecost to today, when friends of Jesus pray, the unexpected happens.
DARE to PRAY. DARE to CHANGE. DARE to IMPACT THE WORLD.

WHAT IS 24-7 PRAYER?
24-7 prayer is a movement of the Spirit calling hundreds of thousands of people all over the world
to pray. It’s an idea as old as the Church, that has found new life and a fresh voice. The Vision has
reached more than 2 million people, in more than half the nations on earth. For more than a
decade the movement has continued unbroken, impacting places as diverse as the US Naval
academy, a German punk festival, war zones, and underground churches, the slums of Delhi, the
jungles of Papua New Guinea, ancient English cathedrals and even a brewery in Missouri. It’s
challenging, creative and mission focused; it unites age groups, nationalities and streams of the
Church in talking with Jesus Christ.

“It’s wonderful…the Holy Spirit is here. I spent 20 years coming to church every Sunday,
 but now I’ve met the power of GOD”  - Brazil
 “My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” Mark 11:17

24-7 AT CHRIST CHURCH
We will be using our Church as a prayer room where there will be space, inspiration for prayer
and creative materials to enable expression. All that’s needed then is for people to be willing and
to sign up to be in the prayer room for one hour in the 24hour period (or longer if you wish).
An ideal opportunity to come and pray as a family or small group. Countless people have emerged
from prayer rooms to report that God spoke to them in life changing ways, that they found prayer
easier, or that an hour felt like ten minutes. Even those who don’t consider themselves Christians
have often experienced God’s presence. So go on be bold and invite your friends to come and
pray.

 “I struggle with prayer; the right words don’t jump up when I need them… But last night was a flow.”
 – Zimbabwe

For more information speak to Andrea Chatterley, Sarah Page, Rachel Mason, Alison Thomas,
Mark Holland, or Debbie in the office.
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What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church
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EVENTS as advertised for all ages

BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.

JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm
on first Thursday of each month.

CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
Contact Dilys Daniels.

GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.
Contact Toby or Helen May to join.

SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm contact Helen May.

Informal service at Dennis Round Court
at 10.30am on the second Tuesday of each
month (except August).

Coffee & Communion
We also run a regular and very popular
communion service followed by coffee and cake
for those who may not always be able to get
along on a Sunday. We can arrange lifts for
those who need them.
See back page for details.

Christ Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291

Email: Admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager

Facebook:
Christ Church Alsager and Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.

Save the date - come one, come all to
Christ Church Alsager for Tearfund’s Biq
Quiz Night.
Church Hall 17th November 2018
7.15pm – 9.30pm

Quiz starts at 7.45pm but teams will need
to be ready by 7.30pm. Refreshments
provided. No entrance fee but any
donations will go to Tearfund.

Look out for more details.



GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered

All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work

From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966

Mob: 07703 5764 78

We are pleased to display adverts for local businesses and services.

Please note:
Inclusion does not imply endorsement by the leaders or congregations
at Christ Church Alsager and St Luke’s Oakhanger.

To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.
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Christ Church Services
During August we will have a Reflective Service with hymns
at 9am and a short child-friendly service in the Church Hall
at 11am. Our regular 9am and 11am services resume on 2nd
September which will be Toby and Helen’s last Sunday here.
There are meetings for prayer at 6pm each Sunday.

We have ‘Messy Church’ for children and families once a month.
Childrens’ activities take place in the Church Hall during the 11am
service.

September Services:
Theme: Kingdom Building: A Church under Construction
Sunday 2nd September
9am Holy communion 11am Informal service with children’s
activities in the Church Hall. Bring and share lunch afterwards.
Sunday 9th September In Tune with God’s Heart Neh: 1-11
9am Reflective Service 11am informal service with children’s
activities  in the Church Hall.

Sunday 16th September Speaking God’s Truth to Power
Neh 2:1-9
9am Reflective service with hymns 11am Informal service with
Messy Church in Church Hall.

Sunday 23rd September Reality Check - Broken Walls
Neh:2:11-20
9am Reflective service 11am informal service with children’s
activities in the Church Hall.

Sunday 30th September Harvest:  Building Together Neh 3:1-12
9am Holy Communion  11am  informal ‘all together’ service with
an infant baptism and thanksgiving.

Sunday 7th October Facing Opposition Neh 4:1-14
9am Reflective service 11am Informal service with children’s
activities in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Communion
2nd and 16th August   10.30am in Church Hall
Contact Pam if you need a lift Tel:  879165
6th September contact Pam if you need a lift Tel: 879165
20th September contact Adrienne if you need a lift:  Tel: 875072

Dennis Round Court 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10.30am
in Dennis Round Court Lounge, Hall Drive.

Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS
Debbie Preston
Tel: 01270 872291
(Mon, Wed, Thu 9am - 3pm)
www.christchurchalsager.uk
Email:
admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Editor: Phil Williams 4 Derwent
Close, Alsager. Tel: 882060.
philwilliams441@gmail.com

Contacts

Find us on Facebook at ChristChurchAlsager.
On Twitter @ chchalsager

Website www.christchurchalsager.uk

Fun for families.
A special

monthly service.
See page 4.

Oakhanger Services
6.30pm at the new Oakhanger
Church and Community Centre
5th August
2nd September
16th September Harvest

Friday 28th September
Macmillan Coffee Morning
10am - 12.30pm All welcome!


