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Jonathan Masters asks which star we’re following this year
I love Christmas. The decorations, the cards,
sharing gifts, laughter and games all make it a
wonderful time. It’s the people that make it
difficult. Don’t get me wrong, I am blessed to
have a wonderful family and a great group of
friends – but the politics of Christmas make it
hard. For many people, the politics of people at
Christmas make it a time of sadness rather than
a time of joy. One Christmas I returned to my
parents, excited and bubbly for Christmas, only
for a family member to ask immediately, ‘How
long are you here for?’ So much for Christmas
cheer and hospitality!
This Christmas at Christ Church we are thinking
about making room. Making room for other
people, and for God. That family member wasn’t
making room for me in their mind, and often we
don’t give time or space to other people or to
God in our minds, or, indeed, our lives. This is
something we see echoed in the Christmas
story we retell each year. Mary and Joseph
faced the problem of someone not making room
for them when they arrived in Bethlehem.

Eventually, they found an innkeeper
willing to share some room. The room
shared with Mary and Joseph was the
innkeeper’s spare space, the space he
didn’t really need and wasn’t really
bothered about, the second best he had. I
wonder how often we give our second
best to other people and to God.
Contrast the innkeeper to the wise men,
the Magi. The Magi brought with them
precious gifts, travelling hundreds of
miles, trusting a star in the sky to lead
them to something wonderful. The Magi
made room in their wallets, buying the
gifts, room in their diaries, travelling for
months, and room in their hearts, bowing
down to worship the new born King. I
wonder which star we find ourselves
following, where it is going and what
things we are making room for in our
wallets, diaries and hearts.

This Christmas, maybe we could find a
little more room for other people and for
God.
One way we can do this is by spending more time thinking and chatting about faith and God.
The Alpha course gives you an opportunity to exactly that, and will be starting at Christ
Church on 16th January (more details inside). This is just one way you could make space for
others and for God.

Popular Alpha Course
starts in January
The popular Alpha Course is returning in January 2019 to Christ Church Alsager. Heather
Kemball answers some Alpha FAQs for those interested in finding out more about the wellknown course which has helped millions to discover more about the Christian faith.
What is Alpha?
Alpha is a 10 week interactive course which explores the Christian faith in an informal , friendly and
open environment.
Who is it for?
Anyone who wants to come – you don’t need to be of a certain age, background or experience –
you just need to want to come and explore and discover more about Jesus.
How much is it?
It’s free.
When does it start?
Wednesday 16th January 7.30 – 9.30pm
Where?
Christ Church Hall, Church Road, Alsager, ST7 2HS
What happens?
Each of the 10 sessions begins with a meal, then a short talk and discussion where you can share
your thoughts – if you want to. No pressure - and if you decide it’s not for you, that’s fine, we won’t
keep contacting you.
What’s it like?
I asked my friend Sonja to answer this one for me – she did Alpha a couple of years back, and this
is what she has to say…
There is always something in life you wonder if you should have done...a mountain to climb, a leap
from a plane or a long journey to a destination of your dreams , but there’s one challenge I think we
should all take on and that’s the Alpha course. Why?
Like a mountain to climb it’s a challenge of your thinking, What do I believe?
In the way you travel to a new place it’s a journey forwards in your relationship with God and a realisation of what you may want from it.....and quite possibly at some point a giant leap of faith during
the Alpha journey ....that choice is entirely yours.
Alpha is fantastic, I speak from experience! It’s about new thinking, new friendships and possible
new beginnings (it certainly was for me).
Each session is informal and relaxed and there is absolutely no commitment to return week on
week if you feel that it’s not for you.
It’s a safe place to listen, learn and share as little or as much as you want about your thoughts on
life, while you explore more about the Christian Faith.
So this New Year why don’t you sign up for Alpha and see where it takes you?
You won’t be disappointed.
So why not give it go? You could bring a friend with you and do it together. We’d love to meet you.

If your question hasn’t been answered – please do give us a ring on 01270 872291 or
send me an email heather@kemball.com

Church Wardens’ Interregnum Update – New Vicar Appointed!
We are delighted that Daran Ward and his wife, Aly, will be joining us in March, with the formal
institution service planned for the 15th, to which everyone is welcome. Slightly before then they’ll be
moving in to the vicarage, but the dates for this have yet to be finalised.
They are moving over from Rotherham where Daran is currently vicar at St Francis', Bramley and
St Leonard, Thrybergh. Daran is originally from Stoke on Trent and has relatives living in Blythe
Bridge, whilst Aly is originally from Sunderland. They have two sons away at university – Mac and
Adam.

Daran says, “Aly and I can’t wait to get started!”

All are welcome to the institution of Daran by Bishop Peter
(induction and installation by Archdeacon Ian)
Christ Church
Friday 15th March at 7:30pm
Special thanks to Dave Fidal and Joëlle Warren, our nominated Parish Representatives who led
us so well through the whole recruitment process.
With thanks to our church members for your ongoing encouragement and for continuing to step up
to keep our cogs turning. Thanks too, for continuing to hold up our church in prayer through this
interregnum.
One church member recently said the following over coffee one Sunday morning, “I really think
this time has united us all as we have all pulled together”
With love and thanks to you all,
Janice Holmes and Dave Fidal

Christ Church Families
Lots to do for children and families
All welcome!
Rachel Mason Children and Families Leader
Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291
MESSY SHEEP TRAIL IS BACK THIS YEAR
Can you find the sheep & donkey?
Our Messy Sheep Trail is free for everyone to participate in. One of the Christ Church shepherds wants to go and see
baby Jesus, but he can’t find all his sheep or his donkey! He knows they must be in Alsager – will you help him find
them? This year our donkey has got himself really lost – where can he be? Follow the Stars to find out! Entry forms
are available at Christ Church and on our website www.christchurchalsager.uk. The form has all the details of where
to look for the sheep, as well as the Christmas story and colouring. All you have to do is find the names of as many
missing sheep as you can and write these on the entry form, can you find the donkey too? Return the form to Rachel
or the church office by 23rd December. Why not take a selfie with one of them and tag us in on Facebook for everyone
to see and share? There are prizes for all who take part, these will be given out at our Nativity Service at 11am on 23rd
December.
CHRISTMAS FAMILY FILM
Saturday 8th December 3 – 5pm
Come and enjoy the film. Popcorn and drink provided. All families welcome, children to be accompanied by adults.
RADIATE CHRISTMAS PARTY
Friday 15th December 6 – 7pm
Fun-filled evening with crafts, games and much more. All 5-9 year olds welcome. Bring your friends for an evening of
fun and laughter.
CHERUBS TODDLERS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Monday 18th December 12 – 2pm
Come and join us for our Cherubs Christmas Party in the Church Hall. There will be craft activities, games and a visit
from Father Christmas. We will be having a bring and share lunch (please bring a plate of food to share, eg
sandwiches, sausage rolls, cakes). All under 5s & their parents/carers welcome. (This is instead of usual Cherubs on
17th Dec)
NATIVITY - Come and join the story!
Sunday 23rd December 11am
Starting in the church hall at 11am, we will be creating props/costumes so we can join in the Nativity story, then we
will make our way over to the church for a fun-filled time exploring the Nativity story, singing songs and enjoying being
together. Come join us, everyone is welcome. (Please note that we will not be having lunch after this service as we
have in the past.)
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES REGULAR GROUPS
Our regular groups meet in the church hall during school term time.
Weekly Groups
(in term time)
Parent Chat with crèche: Mondays 10-11:30am
PARENT
CHAT with crèche
A group of parents who meet together to chat about life as parents, to
Mondays 10 – 11:30am
support and encourage one another. All parents welcome to join us.
Cherubs Toddler Group: Mondays 1:30-3pm
CHERUBS Toddler Group
A friendly and welcoming group of parents, grandparents and carers with
Mondays 1:30 – 3pm
their babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. We have free play, creative
RADIATE
activities, songs, story time and snack. £1 per child. You are very
Ages 5-9
welcome to join us.
Fridays 6 – 7pm
Radiate (5-9 yr olds): Fridays 6 – 7pm
INTEGR8
Fun-filled time exploring faith and God through a range of activities
Ages 10-13
Fridays 7 – 8:30pm
including craft, games, food, songs and prayer. FREE to attend.
Integr8 (10-13 yr olds): Fridays 7 – 8:30pm
Time to hang out and have fun, play games, be creative and explore what
God has to say on faith and life. FREE to attend. Tuck Shop Available.
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Oakhanger Services and events
December and January
Tuesday 18th December at 7pm - Christmas Carol Celebration
Tuesday 25th December at 10am - Christmas Day Communion
Wednesday 26th December from 11am to 1pm - Boxing Day at Brereton.
Meet at Brereton Heath Nature Reserve.
Tuesday 1st January 2019 - New Years Day walk and lunch.
Meet at Oakhanger 10.30am for a refreshing walk and lunch at The Plough, Alsager at 1pm
Booking essential if you are joining us for lunch.
Saturday 26th January 2019 at 7pm - Burn's Night supper - booking essential.
All events are at Oakhanger Church and Community Centre unless specified.
Further Details and Booking from
Graham Bushill, Butterton Lane, Oakhanger, CW1 5UU
E-mail: oakchallenge@aol.com; Mobile: 0799 993 2963
Website: www.oakhanger.org
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Prayer & Praise on Sunday 30 Dec 2018 6-7pm
We would like to invite you to a special Prayer & Praise meeting on Sunday 30th December 2018
6-7pm in the main church. Children are welcome with parental/guardian supervision. There will
be some shakers out, so that they can make a joyful noise and as per Sunday mornings they can
run around using the soft play space and toy room. However, there is no specific organised
children’s ministry.
It’s appropriate to dedicate our last prayer meeting of the year to giving thanks for the good things
experienced this year and to ask God to bless the year ahead. The session will be lead by Dan
and Sarah who lead worship at the prayer meetings every 2 weeks. In preparation for the 24/1
event in September, ‘praise’ as a form of prayer was highlighted and the event started and ended
with praise. It is something that is endorsed in the Psalms where it’s mentioned 150 times! So if
the bible says to praise God, then we know it’s an important thing to do.
Psalm 100 says “enter His Gates with thanksgiving and His courts with Praise”. So praise is a
way we can enter into His presence and sense Him close to guide prayers.
During our church Nehemiah bible series, praise, worship and prayer were all talked about as
Gods people thanked God for the repairing of the City, temple and their own lives. Dan got asked
by Rachel to share about praise in one service. He mentioned how parents and teachers praise
kids when they’ve done something good, or for their positive nature eg good, kind, courageous
and gentle. They might get told “Thank you for helping me”, “that was really kind of you to share
your toys”, or “you are brave!” and get invited to high five. We know that God is kind and
generous too, so when we praise God, we are saying “thank you for being kind to us!”, “thank you
for helping me” and “thank you for sharing your Son Jesus with us and giving us the Holy Spirit to
help us do life well”. When we praise God, we are celebrating Him and thanking Him for all the
good things He has done in our lives and His love towards us
How do we praise God?
A way that people can praise God is through songs or instruments, sometimes called making a
joyful noise to God. Psalm 98 v4 in the Good News translation says “Sing for joy to the Lord, all
the earth, praise him with songs and shouts of joy!” Another version says “Make a joyful noise to
the lord” and another says “shout to the lord, break out in praises and sing for joy”. However, you
don’t just need musical accompaniment to praise. There are other ways we can praise God too:
Praise Him when you lifting your hands in worship.
o

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord. – Psalm 134:2

Praise Him with your words, by what you say about Him to others.
o

Therefore by Him let us continually offer sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to His name. – Hebrews 13:15

Praise Him with dancing and instruments.
o

Let them praise His name with the dance; let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and
harp. – Psalm 149:3

Praise Him when spending time with other Christians.
o

I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to
You. – Hebrews 2:12

These are just some examples in the bible of how we can praise God. We are looking forward to
praising God together and saying some prayers for the year ahead on the 30th December at 6pm
and hope that you can come and join us.

What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church

EVENTS as advertised for all ages
BIG BREAKFAST
Mons 8am - 10am (term time)
Only £1.50 come along and enjoy a great breakfast
CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.
SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm
JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm on first
Thursday of each month.
GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291
Email: admin@christchurchalsager.uk
Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager
Facebook:
Christ Church Alsager and Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.

Alsager Foodbank
Did you know that Alsager has a
Foodbank? Despite the fact that
Alsager is, in many ways, one of the
more well-off areas in the country, there
are people living here who really
struggle to make ends meet.
Foodbank exists to help people like
these and people are referred to it for
many reasons: for example, changes to
the benefit system, low pay, loss of a
partner, or illness.
Each week, parcels are packed to feed
those who have been referred, and on
average about 17 people are helped in
this way. Some months see higher
demand than others: in one particular
month, 152 food-packs (i.e. food for a
week for one person) were distributed.
While it is great to be able to help these
people, it is also slightly disturbing that
we see this in our town.
What there is no doubt about is how
grateful people are for the work that
Foodbank does. ‘I’m really pleased that
I can feed my child,’ said one person.
Another said that ‘Christmas has
arrived...’ as otherwise she and her
family would not have had a Christmas
dinner.
Many of you already help by giving
donations. If that’s you, thank you so
much, it really makes a difference to
people’s lives, helping them experience
God’s love when they most need it.
Janice Holmes
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To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.

GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating
Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered
All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work
From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966
Mob: 07703 5764 78

Church Services
Date
9th December

Theme
Make Room:
Mary’s Story

16th December Carols

23rd December Nativity

9am
11am
Reflective Service Informal service with
with Communion activities for children
and young people
No morning service but carols at 5pm
and 7pm

ChristChurch
Alsager
@
chchalsager

Reflective Service Informal Nativity
with hymns
Service

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Communion
PRAYER
25th December Christmas Day 10.30am Short Family Celebration.

Join us for:
Prayer @ 6

30th
6th

December No morning services at Christ Church

January

13th January

20th January

27th January

3nd February

6pm Family Friendly Prayer and Praise
Epiphany:
Reflective Service Informal service with
Introducing the
with hymns
Communion activities
Bible
for children and
young people
Creation and
Reflective Service Informal service
Covenant
with Communion Messy Church in
Hall
Exodus and the
Reflective Service Informal service with
Promised Land
with hymns
activities for children
and young people
Judges and Kings Reflective Service Informal service with
with Communion activities for children
and young people
Exile and
Reflective Service Informal together
Prophets
with hymns
Service with infant
Baptism

Coffee & Communion
Thursdays at 10.30am in Church Hall
3rd Jan and 7th Feb contact Pam if you need a lift 879165
17th Jan and 21st Feb contact Adrienne if you need a lift 857072
Dennis Round Court: 10.30am morning worship 8th Jan

Sundays 6-7pm
(weekly) in Church

Prayer @ 7.14
1st Monday of month
at 7.14am in the
hall.
(7 Jan, 4 Feb )

