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When God Calls
We’d never been before, but as
we drove down into the town, I
thought: ‘I could imagine being a
vicar here.’ Just as I did, my wife
Helen said to me: ‘If we were to
move one day, I could imagine
ministering here.’
‘That’s an interesting coincidence’,
we both thought – and drove on
home to Alsager. Lying on the
doormat was our weekly copy of
The Church Times. Generally, this
gets put in a pile and ignored for a
few weeks, but this time Helen
opened it. On the job pages was
an advert to be vicar of the very
parish we’d driven through earlier!
Now, that could of course be a
coincidence, but the parish hadn’t
been advertised for five years,
and the pile of unread copies of
The Church Times was quite high
(it’s not the most thrilling read!) so
it was quite a coincidence!
We felt that this was God giving us
a prod, so we found out about the
job, asked for some advice from
trusted friends, and applied. To
cut a long story slightly shorter…
the church chose us - so now
we’re moving to Glossop in
September!
Why Tell?
But why share this story? Isn’t it
rather personal? What does it
matter to anyone else?
Well, firstly because good news
story-telling is good! When Jesus
left the earth, he encouraged his
followers to go out and share
their stories of the good news he
brought, which is exactly what
they did.

They told people about who he
was and the difference he made
to them. They shared stories of
how God was at work in their lives

– guiding, loving, healing, challeng-
ing and changing them. And God
wants us to keep doing it today.
Of course, everyone is free to
have their own opinion about our
stories, but unless they hear them,
how will they have the opportunity
to decide?
Are we listening?
So, that’s one reason to share.
Secondly, I think it’s good to be
reminded that God speaks today.
Sometimes we may wish that he
told us what to do more clearly –
very often he seems to leave us
to work things out for ourselves.
However, occasionally he
intervenes in our lives and points
us in a new direction. Sometimes,
we might want to hear that – at
other times we might not!
Of course, he still leaves us with
the freewill to ignore him if we
choose – and maybe often we’re
too busy to even notice. But to me,
it’s encouraging to know that God
cares about what you or I do and
has a place for each of us in his
plans.
Why go?
Lastly, I think it’s important to
share our stories about God
because they help people
understand why we do things.
By sharing our story, hopefully
you can see that we’re moving
because we feel positively called
to somewhere new – not because
we want to leave Alsager.

In the 12 years that we’ve been
here, it’s been exciting to see the
growth of the church – and to wel-
come many new people. It’s been
a privilege to work with you on
Alpha, Messy Church, the
renovation of the hall and the
church buildings, recruiting youth
and families staff – as well as our
increasing partnerships in the com-
munity – such as with local
schools. Of course, it’s not all
been easy, but there’s so much to
be thankful for.
Most of all, we will miss the many
friends that we’ve made and
fantastic people that we’ve worked
with. We’re grateful to so many of
you for the partnership, support
and encouragement that you’ve
given. There are so many
wonderful people seeking to make
this church and community a
better place – more like God’s
kingdom. Thank you! But now God
is calling us to something new  –
and we believe that he will also be
calling new people to lead Christ
Church in the next exciting chapter
of its growth.
Sometimes God speaks clearly.
When he does, it’s a good idea to
be listening and to follow him. It’s
not always easy, but it’s always for
the best. And it’s also good to
share the story.

Toby & Helen May



FAQs: What if I came one Sunday?

What if I’ve never been to church before?
Don’t worry! You’re not alone. Lots of people come for the first time every
month. We think we’re pretty friendly and we try to make it as easy as
possible for visitors and newcomers. You don’t need to be a member or have
an invitation – just come!

What time should I come?
If you prefer a more relaxed, informal service or you’re bringing children, then
come to the church hall at around 10.40am to meet a few people and enjoy
free coffee, juice, doughnuts etc. The loos are there too. At 11am, our service,
children’s activities and youth work start. The service includes a talk, songs
led by a band, prayers, quiet parts and noisy parts, thinky parts and fun parts.
It lasts 60-90 minutes.

What if I want something a bit more formal and reflective?
If you think you’ll prefer a slightly more formal (but still friendly) service, then
come to the church at 9am. We follow a more clearly Church of England
pattern using contemporary language but traditional hymns. The sermon is
the same as at 11am. Most weeks, we share in communion. Afterwards, we
meet for coffee and a chat in the hall.

What is there for children or young people?
Lots! Our Sunday children’s activities and youth work takes place alongside
the 11am service. Some weeks, everyone is together in the church; on others
there are different activities for different age groups. We also have Messy
Church about once a month, when families can do creative activities together
in the hall, followed by a free lunch. The best plan is to come to the Hall
for 10.40am and ask! Someone will show you what’s on offer that week.

What if my young child makes a noise in the service?
Don’t worry. We’re used to noise! You can choose whether to keep your child
in with you or to use the crèche where they’ll be looked after as part of our
children’s work. There’s also a comfy Tinies Room at the back of church
which you can dive into if you feel the need.

Where should I park?
There’s plenty of parking in our car park or if it’s full, along Church Road.

Never been to Christ
Church on a Sunday
morning? Not quite sure
what to expect?

To help you, here are
some answers to some
Frequently Asked
Questions:

What should I wear?
It doesn’t matter! Whatever you feel
most comfortable in.
Come as you are.

The church building looks a
bit old and gloomy – what’s it
like inside?
Very different! Christ Church is the
oldest large building in Alsager, but
inside we’ve made it more colourful,
warm and welcoming. Come and see!

What if I’m not ‘Church of
England’?
Everyone is welcome – whether
you’ve never been in a church or you
regard yourself as from a different
type of church. We are a mix of differ-
ent church backgrounds, or none.

How will I know what to do in
the service?
Don’t worry! You don’t need to
remember page numbers or words or
when to stand up or sit down!
We try to make it as easy as possible
for everyone.

What next?
Come and see! We think you’ll find
you’re really welcome!

If you have more questions, then take
a look at our website at
www.christchurchalsager.uk or call
Debbie in the office on 01270 872291
or email
admin@christchurchalsager.uk
We’d love to hear from you.
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Big Breakfast

Church Hall Mondays
During school term time

8am - 10am
£1.50 per person

Primary aged children 50p
Preschoolers free

Service of Thanksgiving in Oakhanger
Farewell to St Luke’s as Oakhanger church begins
new chapter

On 17th June at 5.30pm, we’ll be holding a special service of
thanksgiving in St Luke’s Church Oakhanger as we move to the
brand new Methodist building up the road – complete with toilets,
kitchen and more space. St Luke’s is limited in capacity, but if
you have a special connection with the church, you are welcome
to join us for this time of thanksgiving and fond farewells to a
special place.

We look forward to a new chapter in the life of the church in
Oakhanger, as a congregation within the Methodist Church –
and there will be more about this in our next magazine – but this
will be an opportunity to give thanks to God for happy memories
of worshipping together in St Luke’s over the years.

New church building
and community centre

Oakhanger Project 2018
Family activities for the summer

Canoe and Kayak: Join a training course to gain your Canoeing
qualifications. courses start on Wednesday 6th June.

Family Activity Days - A4A (Activities for All): Have a go at
Canoeing, Kayaking, Adventure Games or join the Nature Trail.
All at Brereton Heath Country Park on Wednesdays 1st, 8th,
22nd and 29th August.

Family Camping weekends at Colwyn Bay on 8th to 10th June
and Trearddur Bay, Anglesey on 10th to 12th and 17th to 19th
August,

We still need Volunteers to run activity and adventure days.
Full training provided. gain qualifications as you help others en-
joy the benefits of the Outdoors.

Men's Weekend:
Join us for Men's weekend at
Capernwray Bible School. on
7th to 9th September 2018.

"Excellent Bible teaching,
fellowship and fun". Speaker
Charles Price, Minister at Large,
The People Church, Toronto.
Cost £110 including
accommodation and all meals.
Details from Graham Bushill.

Full details and booking of any
of the above from Graham at
Oakhanger: Email:
oakchallenge@aol.com;
Tel: 0799 993 2963

Below: Oakhanger Prpject kayaks



Christ Church Families
Lots to do for children and families
All welcome!
Rachel Mason Children & Families Leader
Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291.

The next Messy Church
Sessions will be:
11am Sunday 24th June
‘The Armour of God’
11am Sunday 22nd July
Special Combined Messy
Church and Fun Sunday
Enjoy crafts, games, mess, fun,
food whilst exploring faith and
making friends.
For families with primary-aged
or pre-school children.
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ALSAGER CARNIVAL – Saturday 9th June
Parade starting 12 noon from Fairview Car Park &
official opening 1pm Milton Park, Alsager

Come and see us at our stall at Milton Park. We would love to tell
you more about what we do at Christ Church and we will have
children’s activities including biscuit decorating and tattoos, and
free cake!

If you are able to help us by baking cakes, putting up or helping
at the stall that would be very much appreciated. Please contact
Debbie at the Church Office on 01270 872291
Email admin@christchurchalsager.uk

CHERUBS TEDDY BEAR’S PICNIC
Monday 16 July 12 – 2pm
Come and join us for a Bring & Share Teddy Bear’s Picnic,
in the Church Hall Garden (weather permitting!) or the Church
Hall. Games, craft, story and songs all part of the fun to be had.
All under 5s and their parents/carers welcome.

MESSY CELEBRATION & BBQ
Sunday 22 July 11am – 1pm
Join us for a special combined Messy Church and Fun Sunday,
starting with activities in the hall at 11am then continuing the fun

EVERY SUNDAY at 11am
We have something for children at 11am every Sunday.
Most weeks, after enjoying your drinks and doughnuts in the hall
before the service, we start in church all together for a time of
welcome and singing songs, then the children have the
opportunity to go to the hall for activities and play to explore their
faith and have fun! Roughly once a month we have Messy
Church instead of our usual 11am children’s activities, this is run
in the church hall for families together, we have lots of fun doing
activities, games, songs and share lunch together. Our next
Messy Church is on 24th June.

Do come and join us any Sunday, you are most welcome.
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Matt Brown Youth Leader
All Groups on
Fridays



Church Wardens’
Interregnum Update
As we adjust to the news that Toby and Helen are moving on, the
congregation will be experiencing a range of feelings. Some of
us will have lived through previous interregnums and will know
that it can be a time of excitement and anticipation, while others
will have only ever known Toby and Helen at Christ Church and
may be feeling unsettled about the change to come.  No matter
how we’re feeling, many of you will be asking, ‘so what happens
now?’ and this is our first update.

As we approach the interregnum, Dave Fidal and I have two
main roles:

1. To keep the church moving

 2. To work with the PCC to find a new vicar

Even though we are a church where many members give their
time to supporting our regular activities, we also must cover all
the work that is normally done by Toby and Helen. This is a time
when we need everyone to consider how they might step up to
help us as we identify all the essential cogs that keep our church
turning.

Many thanks to people who have already stepped up to own one
or more of the cogs (we are still talking to people and don’t have
all the answers yet) but the thing to emphasise here is that by
owning a cog, it doesn’t mean that person does it all – it’s about
the congregation knowing who the main co-ordinator is and
being able to go to them, because many of you, through the
work you do for the church, will be a vital part of one or more of
these cogs.

So, we begin to see how an interregnum is very much a process
of ‘stepping up’.  One church member said recently that she was
excited about this, ‘all hands on deck business,’ and I hope and
pray that many more of us will catch this excitement and pray
about how we too can ‘step up.’

Stepping up during the interregnum doesn’t have to mean you’ve
taken on a job for life.  That said, an interregnum can be a time
when people grow – when they step out of their comfort zone
and discover gifts and strengths they perhaps didn’t know they
had.

Since it’s vital that as a church we are covered in prayer, we’ve
asked Andrea Chatterley to lead and co-ordinate this for us. see
Andrea’s article on prayer on page 9.

If we believe that God has his hand on Toby and Helen’s move,
then he will also have His hand on our church during the
interregnum and we need to stay close to Him.
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Finding a new Vicar involves producing a document called a
Parish Profile.  This is a description of our church – who we are,
what we do, what’s our place in Alsager and what we are about
… and we need your input please.

A good Parish Profile should be more than a dry document that
simply lists the facts – it should paint a real and vibrant picture of
the vibrant church we are.  It tells prospective vicars something
about what it’s like to be part of this church and ideally would
contain photos and short, one-line quotes from church members
… something that says why they like belonging to their church.

We’d love you to cut or tear off the slip below and write
something down for us. It could be something like, ‘it’s a privilege
to help at our Coffee and Communion services,’ or ‘belonging to
a Growth Group helps me in my faith,’ or ‘our whole family loves
coming to Messy Church.’

Something that will help a prospective vicar have a feel for real
people in our church.

We will incorporate a handful of these quotes into our Parish
Profile.

I hope this update gives you a more insight into what’s involved,
where we’re up to and that even though we don’t have all the
answers yet, you feel confident that we’re on the task!

Please keep praying and feel free to have a chat with us.

God Bless
Janice Mills and Dave Fidal

Please cut or tear off and return to
Janice or Dave
Being part of Christ Church is
important to me because:
(use space below or attach response on
a separate sheet)

A church member/a parent/a child or
young person (please stage age)

Interregnum Cogs
The diagram on the left shows the
various ‘cogs’ that drive the life of
our church and, where allocated,
the key or link person responsible
for them. The cogs are arranged
around the three core points of Up
- the ‘Godward’ focus, In, the
Internal, community aspect and
Out, our service and witness in
the wider community. Prayer acts
as a central hub and there are
various support functions which
run across all our activities.

Up - Services Dave Fidal
Prayer Andrea Chatterley
In Growth Groups and Welcome -
vacancies
Pastoral Janice Mills
Out Children & Families Rachel Mason,
Youth Matt Brown, Evangelism vacancy
Events & Community Geoff Chatterley
Publicity Jonny Master and Debbie
Preston
Support Fabric Geoff Chatterley, Finance
Sarah Fidal, Admin Debbie Preston,
Recruitment Janice Mills & Dave Fidal
Governance  & Communications
parochial church council (PCC)
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In 2014 a group from Christ Church visited Peru to help with a
rural development project in the Andes. The Warmis project
centred around the town of Cajamarca runs education and skills
development initiatives for poor farming communities. They ran
women’s groups to help build income generating skills, such as
making crafts and clothing and health and hygiene awareness.
Warmis also teaches farming skills to help the very vulnerable
communities adapt to the impact of global warming. The Andes
glaciers are melting rapidly leading to water shortages for crops.
If the crops don’t grow, people can’t eat it’s as simple as that.
Farming techniques need adapting and new crops introducing as
the old types won’t grow properly. Warmis work with four
communities each year for three years each. They always have
a waiting list of communities and have to make difficult decisions
about which to support. It is a brilliant scheme.
Tear Fund was the project’s main financial supporter and
were involved through the Connected Church Scheme.

Tear Fund are now phasing out their support
but have agreed to continue to fund the project
until the end of the year. This gives the project
time to plan and to assess whether they can
become a self funding programme. Miriam and
Miguel, the scheme’s co-ordinators are
determined to continue serving the poor and
vulnerable in their communities. They have set
up the Florence Nightingale Warmis Institute,
an academy to train students in health
education, agriculture and nursing, all skills
they know these communities need. Many
young people leave the area to study in the
cities and do not return. The aim is to retain skilled young people
within the mountain villages with training tailored for local needs.
Miguel has built a second floor to the project’s HQ to provide a
base for lessons and equipment. Although delayed by heavy rain
this summer the building has recently been completed.

A Connection Continues
The Warmis Project in Peru

Christ Church visitors 2014

The original Warmis HQ

The new upper floor

Warmis is working towards its
goal of becoming a
self-supporting programme.
If you would like to help in any
way contact Helen May for
details.

New HQ
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Pray for
The Congo

GOD AT THE CENTRE
Let’s make prayer a priority
Andrea Chatterley

Imagine it’s your birthday. You are seven years old and you get
the present that you have been hoping for. Remember the
anticipation and excitement! The time comes for you to unwrap it
only to discover there are no batteries---all it’s potential is made
powerless – it’s useless!

All our plans are useless unless powered by prayer.
John Wesley said that God does nothing without prayer and
everything with it.

When we pray things happen that we couldn’t have humanly
engineered. It’s like organising a party for someone, you sort the
food the venue and invite friends but you forget to invite the
honoured guest.

Prayer is the power house of the boiler room. It should envelop
everything that we do. Not only is it asking God to bless what we
are looking to do but also to listen and discern where God is
leading and what He wants us to do.

Prayer needs to be at the centre of our mission and our mission
at the centre of our prayer.

What can I do?
Each one of us can pray for the church individually. If you are
unsure or new to prayer then I have lots of helpful resources.
You can also commit to meeting up with one, two or more friends
once a week, maybe in the coffee shop?

It would be great if we could have people/groups praying on
different days of the week to cover every day so that the whole
week is covered in prayer. Give me a shout if you are doing this
or plan to do this.

Come along to prayer at 6pm on a Sunday or the Prayer 7:14
sessions each month. You can also pray in Growth Groups.

We are making an exciting connection with the Beacon House
of Prayer in Stoke. See: www.beaconhop.org/

We hope to use this centre as a resource to support the
development of our own prayer activities here. We are also
looking to have an unbroken 24 hours of prayer maybe in
September or early October - more details to follow.

Prayer walking is another option. If you are unsure of how to do
this I have guides that you can follow. And of course, we can
pray for one another. We offer a prayer ministry at each Sunday
service. Please see me for more details.

How can you resist such an invitation to meet with God and
spend time in His presence?
Please let me know if you have any other thoughts.

The Chester Diocese is
co-ordinating prayer and re-
lief efforts for the Aru and
Boga regions of the
Democratic Republic of
Congo. The Diocese has
strong links with these
regions in the north-east of
the country where violence
and turmoil has received
news coverage here in the
UK. The area saw some of
the worst fighting in the
1999-2003 Civil War.
Renewed hostilities have
broken out between the
Hema and Lendu peoples.
There are reports of
churches and houses
torched, women raped and
many killed. Some 100,000
people are displaced with
42,000 seeking refuge in
neighbouring Uganda. It is a
crisis on a similar scale to
Syria. The local churches
are helping shelter those
fleeing the violence and are
calling for support and
prayer. Please pray and also
consider providing financial
support. Donations should
be made to the Congo
Church Association using
one of the following
methods:

Online:
wwwcongochurchassn.org.uk

Cheque made out to ‘Congo
Church Association’ and sent to
Paul Dickens, Hockliffe Grange,
Hockliffe, Leighton Buzzard,
Bedfordshire LU7 9NL

Or by bank transfer to CAF
Bank Ltd Account No:
00016616 Sort code: 40-52-40

Please quote ref: DioChester



What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church

For CHILDREN
Regular weekly events - see page 4.
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For information on
activities for children
and families, contact
Rachel Mason

EVENTS as advertised for all ages

BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.

JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm
on first Thursday of each month.

CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
Contact Dilys Daniels.

GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.
Contact Toby or Helen May to join.

SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm contact Helen May.

Informal service at Dennis Round Court
at 10.30am on the second Tuesday of each
month (except August).

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291.

For YOUTH
Regular weekly events
There is loads going on
at Christ Church for young
people.

Come along, you may even
enjoy yourself!

Contact Matt Brown on
youth@christchurchalsager.uk

Christ Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291

Email: Admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager

Facebook:
Christ Church Alsagerand Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.



GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered

All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work

From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966

Mob: 07703 5764 78

We are pleased to display adverts for local businesses and services.

Please note:
Inclusion does not imply endorsement by the leaders or congregations
at Christ Church Alsager and St Luke’s Oakhanger.

To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.
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Christ Church Services
We have two Sunday services, one at 9am and one at 11am.
There are meetings for prayer at 6pm each Sunday.

We have ‘Messy Church’ for children and families once a month.
Childrens’ activities take place in the Church Hall during the 11am
service.

Theme: Spirit-fuelled Living
Sunday 3rd June Philip’s story Acts 8:26-40
9am Reflective service with hymns 11am Fun Sunday service
with child thanksgivings and renewal of baptism vows.
Sunday 10th June Ananias’s Story Acts 9: 1-22
9am Holy communion 11am informal service with children’s
activities in the Church Hall.

Sunday 17th June Cornelius’s Story Acts 10: 1-23a; 23b-48
9am Reflective service with hymns 11am Informal communion
service with children’s activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 24th June Barnabas’s Story Acts 11:19-30; 13:1-3
9am Holy communion 11am informal service with Messy Church
in the Church Hall.

Sunday 1st July Rhoda’s Story Acts 12:1-19
9am Reflective service with hymns 11am  informal service
with children’s activities in the Church Hall.

Sunday 8th July Paul’s Story Acts 13:13-15;26-43
9am Holy communion 11am Informal service with child
 thanksgiving and baptism.
Sunday 15th July Lydia’s Story Acts 16:6-15.
9am Reflective service with hymns  11am informal communion
service with children’s activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 22nd July 9am Holy communion 11am Family
Celebration beginning with Messy Church in Church Hall.

Summer services 29th July - 26 August
Each Sunday there will be a Reflective Service at 9am and at
11am a short child-friendly service in the Church Hall.
Normal 9am and 11am services resume on 2nd September
which will be Toby and Helen’s last Sunday here

Coffee & Communion
1st & 3rd Thursdays 10.30am in Church Hall
7th June contact Adrienne if you need a lift:   Adrienne Tel: 875072
21st June contact Pam if you need a lift :  Pam Tel:  879165
5th July  contact Adrienne if you need a lift
19th July contact Pam if you need a lift
Also 2nd and 16th August

Dennis Round Court 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10.30am in
Dennis Round Court Lounge, Hall Drive.

Vicar: Rev Toby May
Tel: 01270 873727

Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS
Debbie Preston
Tel: 01270 872291
(Mon, Wed, Thu 9am - 3pm)
www.christchurchalsager.uk
Email:
admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Editor: Phil Williams 4 Derwent
Close, Alsager. Tel: 882060.
philwilliams441@gmail.com

Contacts

Find us on Facebook at ChristChurchAlsager.
On Twitter @ chchalsager

Website www.christchurchalsager.uk

Fun for families.
A special

monthly service.
See page 4.

Oakhanger Services
6.30pm at the new Oakhanger
Church and Community Centre
3rd June Holy Communion
(at St Luke’s)
17th June Service of
   Thanksgiving at St
   Luke’s with Toby
   May and Rob Hilton
1st July Holy Communion

15th July Evening worship

5th Aug Holy Communion
19th Aug Evening worship

Oakhanger Contact
Bryan Davies 01270 872820
bryan.davies57@btinternet.com.


