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Can you hear me?

Beep, beep, beep, beep…
That was the fourth time he’d
pressed the snooze button. John
Smith got up, got dressed and
went downstairs.

He flicked on breakfast TV out of
habit. He didn’t really watch, but it
was good to have on in the back-
ground… more Brexit… more
Trump… another missile test in
North Korea (what was it with that
guy’s haircut?)… another pole for
Hamilton… another defeat for
Stoke… floods in Bangladesh
affecting 40 million people... a
woman from Uttoxeter who’d
found a ferret in her dishwasher…

As he listened, John drank his
coffee, ate his cereal and checked
Facebook on his phone… pictures
of his nephew’s birthday party… a
cat playing Mozart… an Alpha
Course… an advert for hair
restorer (Hey, aren’t those ads
targeted?!)

He scrolled through his
messages… friends going to the
football… the phone company
offering a better contract… his
parcel was going to be delivered
at 11.53 (No, the bin on the
pavement was not a ‘safe place’).

He took a quick glance at his
email. He should leave the work
stuff til later… but he had a quick
look anyway.

He started worrying about the
meeting he’d got that afternoon
with his boss – he could do with
googling a bit of background infor-
mation. Oh, and there was a mes-
sage from his mum… an appeal
to help the flooding
victims in Bangladesh… a
Brazilian fish offer from Amazon.

Instagram, Twitter and the post
would have to wait, but he worried
that he’d missed out on a
WhatsApp chat.

He jumped in the car, switched on
the radio and plugged in his
phone – just in case he had to
take a call.
He sat in the jam through Crewe
whilst listening to travel news
from Surrey – he liked to be
informed. Out of the window, he
noticed the bill boards, the shop
window displays, the lane mark-
ings, the stop signs, the guy on
the motorbike… Oi! Stay in your
lane, mate!

John’s day was a constant
bombardment of information.
Most of it washed over him, but
sometimes something stuck – like
a seed in the ground.

This morning he thought about the
floods in Bangladesh. He’d got a
friend whose family were from
Bangladesh. He wondered if any
of them were affected. Before he
started work, he found more
information on the Tearfund
website about the situation there.
He signed an online petition and
made a mental note to donate
some money. He saw that a
charity were recruiting staff with
his skills to go out and help the
relief effort. He had holiday to take
and felt drawn to it – maybe it was
God speaking? He decided to look
into it seriously when he got home.

Later that evening, after a stressful
afternoon at work, a trip to the
gym and a search for the best
bank interest rates, he sat down
on his sofa and switched on the
tele. More ads, more information…
celebrities trying to learn new
skills… highlights of the cricket –
England were playing Bangladesh.
Bangladesh? Not now, he didn’t
have time – and too much would
have to change.

Am I John Smith? Are you? How
much of what matters do we hear?
And what if God was speaking to
us?

Jesus told a similar story. It’s often
called the Parable of the Sower.
Try reading it in Luke 8:4-15.
He finished by saying: ‘If you have
ears to hear, then hear’.

Currently, we’re exploring more of
Jesus’ parables as a church.
Join us!



FAQs: What if I came one Sunday?

What if I’ve never been to church before?
Don’t worry! You’re not alone. Lots of people come for the first time every
month. We think we’re pretty friendly and we try to make it as easy as
possible for visitors and newcomers. You don’t need to be a member or have
an invitation – just come!

What time should I come?
If you prefer a more relaxed, informal service or you’re bringing children, then
come to the church hall at around 10.40am to meet a few people and enjoy
free coffee, juice, doughnuts etc. The loos are there too. At 11am, our service,
children’s activities and youth work start. The service includes a talk, songs
led by a band, prayers, quiet parts and noisy parts, thinky parts and fun parts.
It lasts 60-90 minutes.

What if I want something a bit more formal?
If you think you’ll prefer a slightly more formal (but still friendly) service, then
come to the church at 9am. We follow a more clearly Church of England
pattern using contemporary language but traditional hymns. The sermon is
the same as at 11am. Most weeks, we share in communion. Afterwards, we
meet for coffee and a chat in the hall.

What is there for children or young people?
Lots! Our Sunday children’s activities and youth work takes place alongside
the 11am service. Some weeks, everyone is together in the church; on others
there are different activities for different age groups. We also have Messy
Church about once a month, when families can do creative activities together
in the hall, followed by a free lunch. The best plan is to come to the Hall
for 10.40am and ask! Someone will show you what’s on offer that week.

What if my young child makes a noise in the service?
Don’t worry. We’re used to noise! You can choose whether to keep your child
in with you or to use the crèche where they’ll be looked after as part of our
children’s work. There’s also a comfy Tinies Room at the back of church
which you can dive into if you feel the need.

Where should I park?
There’s plenty of parking in our car park or if it’s full, along Church Road.

What should I wear?
It doesn’t matter! Whatever you feel
most comfortable in.
Come as you are.

The church building looks a bit
old and gloomy – what’s it like
inside?
Very different! Christ Church is the
oldest large building in Alsager, but
inside we’ve made it more colourful,
warm and welcoming. Come and see!

What if I’m not ‘Church of
England’?
Everyone is welcome – whether
you’ve never been in a church or you
regard yourself as from a different
type of church. We are a mix of differ-
ent church backgrounds, or none.

How will I know what to do in
the service?
Don’t worry! You don’t need to
remember page numbers or words or
when to stand up or sit down!
We try to make it as easy as possible
for everyone.

What next?
Come and see! We think you’ll find
you’re really welcome!

If you have more questions, then take
a look at our website at
www.christchurchalsager.uk or call
Debbie in the office on 01270 872291
or email
admin@christchurchalsager.uk
We’d love to hear from you.

Never been to Christ
Church on a Sunday
morning? Not quite sure
what to expect?

To help you, here are
some answers to some
Frequently Asked
Questions:
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At Christ Church we support a number
of charities. One of the charities we
support is Project Gateway in
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. In 2015
nine of our young people visited them
and worked hard to make a difference
for the Project. On Sunday 22nd
October we are very pleased to be
welcoming Di Milford and Sally Wood
from Project Gateway to Christ Church.

They will be telling us more about
Project Gateway in the services and
joining us for a simple lunch in the hall
afterwards. We will be praying for them
at Prayer at 6, and young people will
be spending some time with them in
the afternoon. There will also be hand-
made African crafts available to buy
between the services. It promises to be
an informative, fun and inspiring day!

Jonathan Masters

Project Gateway
An Alsager link with
South Africa
Hear more on 22 October

Above and right
Some of the
Alsager team
and South
African kids
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Christ Church Families
Lots to do for children and families
All welcome!

The next Messy Church
Sessions will be:

11am Sunday 15th Oct
‘The Two Houses’
11am Sunday 19th Nov
‘The Lost Sheep’
Enjoy crafts, games, mess, fun,
food whilst exploring faith and
making friends. For families
with primary-aged or
pre-school children.
Come and join in!
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CONTACT
Rachel Mason

Children and Families Leader
01270 872291

families@christchurchalsager.uk
www.christchurchalsager.uk

LIGHT PARTY – Tuesday 31st October 6:00-7:30pm
Fun, food, faith, craft, games and laughter!
All primary school aged children welcome. FREE to attend.
For more information and registration forms contact
families@christchurchalsager.uk.

FAMILY FUN AFTERNOON – Saturday 11th November
2:00-4:00pm
Bouncy castle, face painting, competitions and lots
more… all completely FREE!
All welcome. Come along and join in the fun.

MESSY SHEEP TRAIL IS BACK THIS YEAR
Starting mid-November look out for our woolly friends
around Alsager! For more information and entry forms
check out our website www.christchurchalsager.uk in
November. Prizes for all who take part will be given out
at our Messy Nativity Service on Sunday 10th December
11am.

Family Fun September 9th
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Stories of Faith
A Day of Celebration!
On Sunday 24th September, eight people decided to declare their faith in Jesus at Christ Church in a
special way. It was a great day of celebration!

Most were baptised when they were small, so their parents made baptism promises on their behalf.
They now wanted to make those promises for themselves – some in a service of affirmation and others
in confirmation. We asked them what had brought them to this milestone on their journey of faith.
Here they share their stories…

Why I want to affirm my baptism promises…
Sonja
As a baby I was baptised and took the first tiny
steps into the Christian faith watched by those that
loved me. As I grew I sometimes looked towards
God for love and support but mainly during times of
sadness or hardship, and when I look back now I
can see that even when I didn't directly ask God for
his help, he was often close by.

Joining Alpha in January is where that journey that I
started on as a child changed and I began to move
forwards... instead of sitting in one place looking in
the right direction but not moving anywhere.

I took time to listen, think about and explore my
beliefs and over those weeks my faith and trust in
God and his word grew steadily and with strong
steps. Since the course has finished I have no
doubt in my commitment to trust in God and
continue to grow in my faith with the roots that
Alpha had helped me to put down. It's a life
changing journey that I am excited to travel on and
sharing this with others is an important part of it.

I look forward to what being a committed Christian
will bring to my life as I seek to serve God in the
wonderful Christ Church Community and I am
thankful for the journey I have travelled in a short
space of time and the faith that I have today.

Alison
In 2014 I lost my job and with it my career and
financial stability. A short time later my husband was
diagnosed with terminal cancer and given weeks to
live, he died in the June. In a matter of months my
happy, fulfilled life was gone. I was plunged into a
life of chaos and fear and suffering from anxiety and
insomnia. Fearing I was close to a breakdown I
turned to Jesus and cast my worries on him.

I began learning more about Jesus and my faith
grew, and so did my ability to cope.  I would like to
be affirmed to mark my commitment to follow Jesus
because I know that without him I can do nothing.

Mary, Grace, Sonja, Sheila and Alison reaffirming their faith.



Mary
I was baptised as a teenager and
went to Church with my parents
but stopped going to Church when
I went to Uni. I wasn't sure if I
still believed.

Fast forward 20 years and my
daughter started asking questions
about God. I couldn't imagine that
our amazing world was created by
accident but I needed to know
more. I came to the Alpha course,
made some amazing friends
including God. He is always there
listening, watching over me and
guiding me. I now publicly want to
recommit myself to God.

Grace
I would like to reaffirm my faith in
Jesus so that I will come closer to
the path God has chosen for me.

When I came to Alpha, it gave me
the opportunity to get to know Je-
sus in a new way. After going
through a troubled period in my
life, I have found peace through
the Holy Spirit and want to contin-
ue finding peace and guidance
through him and the Lord Jesus.

Sheila
I would like to renew my vows to
God. I was a baby when I was
baptised. My mum and dad made
this decision for me. It has taken
me to reach my age before doing
this again. Life just got in the way.

I look back on my life and feel so
truly blessed. I have wonderful
family and friends. By going to
Christ Church I feel part of Gods
family again now. I have so much
to be thankful for.

I am looking forward to all life has
to offer and will do my best to live
it to the full in God’s name.

Why I want to be confirmed…
Beth
Since I have been coming to
Christ Church over the past four
years, I have been learning more
about God and feeling closer to
Him, especially through spending
time with Jonny, Rachel and Matt
(our Youth & Families Leaders).
I have chosen to be confirmed
because I would like to turn to
Christ and to be able to talk about
God to other people and not be
scared to say his name.

Emma
After completing the Alpha Course,
I knew that I wanted to celebrate
my new-found relationship with
God. I hope that being confirmed
and becoming a more committed
member of the church will bring
me closer to God and that he, with
the help of the Holy Spirit will give
me the strength and guidance I
need to be the best person I
can be.

David
When Toby asked us all to write a
few lines or paragraphs, about
why we each wanted to be
confirmed, it was a challenge to
express how I personally felt
about God, faith and my own
Christian journey of discovery
without writing several thousand
words; fortunately a picture can
say a thousand words ...
(see opposite - Sunrise at
Rudyard Lake)

After Alpha, the world really did
look different, more in focus.
Why now? It has taken me fifty
years since I was christened to
reach this important choice and
for me logical decision to be
confirmed; fortunately for me God
has had infinite patience. In Bake
Off language, I was not quite
‘done’ until now.

Earlier this year Alpha turned out
to be the ‘key’ to the spiritual door
that I had not thought about
opening, in reality I had really
been ignoring the door existed.
With Toby’s guidance, together
with our group leaders Helen and
Geoff who were simply brilliant,
our Alpha group journey led to a
perfect day at Rudyard Lake,
where myself and several Alpha
group friends especially Emma,
Grace and Mary will certainly
never be the same again; for
the better.

If you have not done an Alpha
course, then sign up now!

Looking back though life to date,
the realisation was that God was
actually with me all along. There
with a guiding, helping, protecting
hand through all of life’s everyday
twists and turns. God, thank you
for my fantastic parents (simply
the best), for my loving wife, soul
mate and best friend Julie who did
Alpha last year and without whom
I may not have done Alpha 2017
and for our two wonderful daugh-
ters Lauren & Ella; love you all.

Lord, rule in my heart forever, come
and take Your place, come and take
Your rightful place.

‘If you have not done an Alpha
course, then sign up now!’

David Myatt
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Sing-a-long
Sound of Music

The Hills are Alive … to the sound of
people singing their hearts out to The
Sound of Music!
Join us for a fun-filled evening with lots
of audience participation as we watch
the original 1965 film with all the lyrics
on the screen.
Costumes are not compulsory but will
add to the fun – be as imaginative as
you like.  Why not come as one of your
favourite things!

Saturday 14th October at 6:30pm
in the hall

FREE (includes interval ice cream)

Prayer@6 & Prayer@7.14
It’s said that ‘A praying church is a growing church.’ So we want
to provide more opportunities for people to gather to pray
together for our church and local community.
Not only can you now join us for Prayer@6 any Sunday at 6pm,
but there’s now a new early morning opportunity too!

Join Mark Holland and others in the Church Hall (in the Red
Room) on the first Monday of every month, starting 2nd October
at 7.14am and promptly finishing at 7.45am.

You may be on your way to work or school or just love mornings!
And if you’re not tight for time, then you can stay for Big
Breakfast!

But why 7.14? Well, in 2 Chronicles 7:14, God says: ‘If my peo-
ple, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and heal
their land.’

If praying with others is new to you, don’t think that you have to
come and pray out loud if that doesn’t feel comfortable as God
listens to all our prayers whether spoken or silent. Everyone will
be welcome. Why not give it a try?

Big Breakfast

Church Hall Mondays
during school term time

8am - 10am
£1 per person

Primary aged children 50p

Preschoolers free



1 in 3 people in the world
do not have a loo.

Thank you to those who
donated last month to
enable us to twin the five
toilets in the church hall
with others in developing
countries.

We raised £350 for the
water sanitation charity,
Toilet Twinning.

The certificates and photos
with grid references are
now hanging in the facili-
ties in our hall!

If you want to twin your loo
at home, work, local
school or anywhere else
you can find out how at
www.toilettwinning.org

If anyone is interested in
trying to make Alsager a

“toilet twinned town” do let
me know.

Go team
Thank you for all who helped
going out to visit and welcome
new households to Alsager. It
was great fun and very well
received. We are up to date
with all the new houses in our
parish at present.

Magazines
We like to deliver our church
magazine to local houses. This
is a great way to keep fit and to
share lots of good news with
our neighbours. If you would
like to be on the team and have
a few roads to deliver to please
contact the office.

QUIZ NIGHT Saturday 18th November 7pm

The new Daytime Alpha course
has started well, thank you to all
those helping.The next evening
Alpha course at Christ Church will
start on Wednesday   January
17tth 2018 at 7.30pm with a film
entitled ‘Is there more to life than
this?’ and will include an evening
meal.

Day Time
Alpha

The course will run for 10 weeks.
If you are interested in exploring
life and faith then it might be
something to put in your diary.

More details on our church
website www.christchurchaslager.
uk or from Debbie in the church
office 01270 872291.

It’s not too early to register!

Helen May

Flushed with success
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Operation Christmas Child
Samaritan's Purse Shoe Box Appeal
YOU CAN HELP…
We will be collecting Samaritans Purse shoeboxes from Christ
Church this year.

The boxes are taken all over the world to very needy children like
those in Aylambo, Peru who a group from Christ Church visited
and distributed the boxes a few years ago. The boxes are used
all round the year in projects like Warmis in Peru providing a very
practical way of sharing God’s love with a child somewhere in
the world who has very little of their own. You will be guaranteed
to make a child very happy and bring joy and a smile to their
face and their parents.

The flat boxes are in church and can be obtained at the church
office- please take one, read the leaflet that goes with it for guid-
ance as to the sorts of things to put in it and once full bring it
back to Christ Church by Sunday 19th November so they can
be transported.

If you are not sure whether to pack a box for a boy or a girl,
please do a boy as often many more boxes are donated for girls
than boys.

Miriam Moreno leader of Warmis in Peru told me last year why
she appreciates these boxes:

“The campaign Samaritans Purse is an action that fills us with
much hope for the great impact it has on the lives of children
to receive a gift and with it the news of the love of Jesus.
Thanks to this campaign we have been able to connect with
more churches, more children and more teachers and pas-
tors of local churches.”

Miriam is responsible for co-ordinating the regional team for
Samaritan’s Purse for the whole of Cajamarca, Peru. She
organises the team of volunteers for the national committee
from Lima. They distributed boxes to about 7400 children last
year. Please pray for her and the team who distribute them.

When we were in Peru it was very moving to be part of this in
Aylambo- we had seen many children playing out in the dirt with
the chickens the day before and knew they did not have toys.
Their faces were a picture of smiles as they opened their boxes
and saw the things they had been given. They were so so grate-
ful and kept thanking us all. The hour of smiles, tears, laughter,
hugs and overwhelming joy impacted everyone. These present
boxes make a real difference to those they are given to and of-
ten are a part of the start of a practical project of more physical,
healthcare and other help including the opportunity to learn
about Jesus in Bible Study or life groups.

Thank you in advance for your
support and gifts!

Helen May
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What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church

For CHILDREN
Regular weekly events - see page 4.
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For information on
activities for children
and families, contact
Rachel Mason

EVENTS as advertised for all ages

BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.

JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm
on first Thursday of each month.

WALKING GROUP
Saturdays as advertised. Contact Geoff or
Andrea Chatterley.

CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
Contact Dilys Daniels.

GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.
Contact Toby or Helen May to join.

SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm contact Helen May.

Informal service at Dennis Round Court
at 10.30am on the second Tuesday of each
month (except August).

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291.

For YOUTH
Regular weekly events
PRO-TEENS
Sundays 11am
Years 7- 9
TAG - (Tuesday
Afternoon Group)
Years 7-9 Tuesdays
3.30pm - 5pm
YOUTH GROWTH
GROUP
Years 10 - 13
Tuesdays 7.30pm
REVIVE (Youth Club)
Fridays 7.30pm - 9.30pm

For details of Youth
activities contact
Matt Brown on
youth@christchurch
alsager.uk

Coffee & Communion
Informal communion with social time 10.30am
on 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month.
If you need a lift contact: Pam Proctor 879165
or Adrienne 875072.

Christ Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291

Email: Admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager

Facebook:
Christ Church Alsagerand Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.

Tuesdays 3.15pm - 4.30pm (term time)

Every Thursday after school during term time
Matt and the team will be hosting an after
school café exclusively for young people in
Year 7-13. The aim is to provide a space for
local young people to hang out together, chat,
chill, have drink and a snack straight after
school, maybe even do some homework!

If you would like be on the downtime team or
could help with donations of cakes / biscuits /
fruit or other snack type foods please contact
Matt at the church office.



GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered

All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work

From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966

Mob: 07703 5764 78

We are pleased to display adverts for local businesses and services.

Please note:
Inclusion does not imply endorsement by the leaders or congregations
at Christ Church Alsager and St Luke’s Oakhanger.

ADVERTISEMENTS

To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.
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Christ Church Services
We have two Sunday services, one at 9am and one at 11am.
There are meetings for prayer at 6pm each Sunday.

We have ‘Messy Church’ for children and families once a month.
Childrens’ activities take place in the Church Hall during the 11am
service.

Theme: Great Stories
Sunday 8th October The Rich Fool Luke 12:13-21
9am Holy communion 11am Informal service led by youth.

Sunday 15th October The Figless Tree Luke 13:6-9
9am service with hymns 11am Informal service with Messy
Church in Hall.

Sunday 22nd October The Growing Kingdom Luke 13: 18-21
9am Holy communion 11am  Informal service with children’s
activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 29th October The Great Feast Luke 14: 12-24
9am Holy communion  11am informal service with children’s
activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 5th November 100 Sheep Luke 15: 1-10
9am service with hymns 11am informal service with infant baptism
and thanksgivings, children’s activities in Church Hall.

Sunday 12th November Remembrance Sunday | The Persistent
Widow Luke 18:1-8
9am Holy Communion and Remembrance 11am Informal
communion service with children’s activities in Church Hall.
6.30pm Memorial and Thanksgiving service.

Sunday 19th November The Pharisee & The Tax Collector
9am service with hymns 11am informal service with Messy
Church in Church Hall.

Sunday 26th November The Camel & The Needle Luke 18:18-30
9am Holy Communion 11am Informal service with children’s
activities in the Church Hall.

Sunday 3rd December Murder in The Vineyard Luke 20: 9-18
9am service with hymns 11am informal service with children’s
activities in the Church Hall.

Coffee & Communion
1st & 3rd Thursdays 10.30am in Church Hall

19th Oct and 16th Nov contact Adrienne if you need a lift: 875072
2nd Nov. contact Pam if you need a lift : 879165

Dennis Round Court
2nd Tuesday of each month at 10.30am in Dennis Round Court
Lounge, Hall Drive.

Vicar: Rev Toby May
Tel: 01270 873727

Church Office
35 Church Road, Alsager,
Cheshire ST7 2HS
Debbie Preston
Tel: 01270 872291
(Mon, Wed, Thu 9am - 3pm)
www.christchurchalsager.uk
Email:
admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Editor: Phil Williams 4 Derwent
Close, Alsager. Tel: 882060.
philwilliams441@gmail.com

Contacts

Find us on Facebook at ChristChurchAlsager.
On Twitter @ chchalsager

Website www.christchurchalsager.uk

Fun for families.
A special

monthly service.
See page 3.

Oakhanger Services
6.30pm at St Luke’s, Taylor’s
Lane unless otherwise stated.

15 Oct  Evening Worship
   Rob Hilton
5th Nov  Holy Communion
   Toby May
19th Nov Evening Worship
   Rob Hilton
3rd Dec Holy Communion
   Rob Hilton

Oakhanger Contact
Bryan Davies 01270 872820
bryan.davies57@btinternet.com.


