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Are we nearly there yet?

Being a forty something
having had a childhood,
some more formative years
as a teen and young adult,
then currently navigating the
journey of adulthood I can
justifiably say that I am a
somewhat seasoned
traveller. I can still remember
my eldest daughter as a
toddler 35 minutes into a
journey from Manchester to
Cornwall saying the infamous
words; ‘Are we nearly there
yet?’ I lost count of the
number of times she asked
during what must have been
a seven hour journey. It is a
question that I have often
asked myself at different
stages of my life and I am
sure some of you will have
pondered similar questions;
‘Am I nearly there yet?’
‘Have I got to the place I
hoped I would be?’, ‘Am I
content and happy with how
my life is currently?’
At certain points in life it is
easier to have positive
responses to these questions
whilst at others it can be quite
the opposite.

When running Duke of
Edinburgh Award schemes we
train young people to navigate
their way through an
expedition journey. One of the
most common questions we
put to them on walks is: ‘Can
you show us where you are on
the map?’ The ability to know
where we are provides us with
a reference and information on
where we have been and also
helps to inform where we are
going to go next. In life it is
often helpful to have clear
aims and goals which we hope
to achieve in order to offer
some direction in the way that
we should live our lives.

It has already been a month
since Toby and Helen moved
to their new parish. As a
church community we are in a
time of reflection and
anticipation whilst we work to
continue all that we believe
God is prompting us to do both
locally and globally during the
time that we seek a new vicar.
At these times of reflection and
anticipation I like to consider
what has been and what could
be. There are things in my life
that I am happy with and some
things that I would like to see
change in the future.

One of my favourite proverbs
from the Bible says:

“If people can’t see what God
is doing, they stumble all
over themselves, but when
they attend to what He
reveals, they are most
blessed.” Proverbs 29:18
(The Message)

I think it is a little like having a
personal GPS to help us find
direction and purpose. Often
we experience what is
sometimes referred to as the
‘merry-go-round’ life. We say
to ourselves; ‘I will be happy
and content when…’ and we
spend time, energy and
resources pursuing whatever
we think will make us happy
and content. I can honestly
say from my own life
experience, the times when I
truly feel happy, content and
having purpose are the times
when my GPS (God’s
Positioning System) is
connected and I feel that I
am fulfilling the purpose He
has offered me. Whether as
a father, son, friend, brother,
youth worker or member of a
community I believe that life
in relationship with God
provides freedom, fruitfulness
and purpose, even when life
is a challenge. Wherever and
whatever your current
situation. God cares, God
loves you and will guide and
encourage you if you ask.

God Bless You Massively!

Matt Brown Youth Leader
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Youth Work at Christ Church
In June we decided to try some new pilot projects to engage with young people and so we
began youth band and put together plans to run some events in partnership with Wesley Place
Methodist Church during the summer holidays.

At youth band we currently have between five and eight young people coming along who have a
mixed range of musical experience. We provide musical instrument tuition, learn how to play
together and discuss how music enhances our experience of worship and relationship with God.
The youth band will be making their first appearance by leading the songs in church on Sunday
25th November.

Youth band ran during the summer holidays to keep some continuity and Matt was also involved
in helping to run some summer fun events in Milton Park and Wood Park. You may have seen a
feature in the Alsager Chronicle about this. There were games and water based fun for all the
family across three dates and we saw approximately 160 children and young people through
these events, plus parents, carers, grandparents, aunts, uncles and even our new PCSO (Police
and Community Support Officer)!

We hope to run more activities like this in the future and are currently planning some new pilot
projects so watch this space for future details.

Our regular youth provision at Christ Church looks a little like this:

 Sundays:  11am – 12:15pm  Church with Proteens Group for 10 – 14 year olds
Tuesdays: 6:30pm – 7:30pm  Youth Band

     7:30pm  – 9:30pm  YGG (Youth Growth Group) for Year 9+
 Thursdays: 12:05  –  1:05pm  C.O.R.E. Lunchtime group at Alsager High School

3:15pm – 4:30pm  downtime after school café for high school aged young
       people

     5pm – 8pm    Occasional DofE training and events
 Fridays:  7pm – 8:30pm   integr8 for 10-13 year olds
     8:00 – 9:30pm   Revive for high school aged young people

There’s loads going on at Christ Church for young
people. Come along, you may even enjoy yourself!

Contact Matt Brown on youth@christchurchalsager.uk



Page 3.

Christ Church Families
Lots to do for children and families
All welcome!

Rachel Mason Children and Families Leader
Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk
Tel: 01270 872291

LIGHT PARTY
Wednesday 31st October 6:00 – 7:30pm in Church Hall

Fun, food, faith, craft and games – and of course laughter and
sweets! FREE to attend.
It is open to all primary school aged children (younger children
welcome if accompanied by a responsible adult).

For more information and for a registration form to book a
place please call 01270 872291 or email
families@christchurchalsager.uk.

FAMILY FUN AFTERNOON
Saturday 10th November 2 – 4pm in Church Hall
Bouncy castle, face painting/tattoos, toddler area, competitions
and lots more… all completely FREE!
All welcome. Come along and join in the fun.

CHRISTMAS FAMILY FILM
Saturday 8th December 3 – 5pm in Church Hall
Come and enjoy the film. Popcorn and drink provided. All FREE.
All families welcome, children to be accompanied by adults.

EVERY SUNDAY at 11am
We have something for children at 11am every Sunday at Christ Church. Most weeks, after
enjoying your drinks and doughnuts in the hall before the service, we start in church all
together for a time of welcome and singing songs, then the children have the opportunity to go
to the hall for activities and play to explore their faith and have fun! Roughly once a month we
have Messy Church instead of our usual 11am children’s activities, this is run in the church
hall for families together, we have lots of fun doing activities, games, songs and share lunch
together.
Do come and join us any Sunday, you are most welcome.

Fun, faith and food for families!
Crafts, games, songs,

lunch – for families together.

11am-1pm
Christ Church Hall

Sunday 21st October
“God’s Big Family”

Sunday 18th November
“Peace of God”



Church Wardens’ Interregnum Update
As we write this article, three weeks have passed since Toby and Helen
moved on.

Toby was installed officially in his new church on the 18th September and this was the trigger for
us to advertise for our new vicar and make available our Parish Profile (a copy is available on
our church website).

Thanks to Joelle Warren, who applied her expertise in recruitment and put in a huge effort to
write o our Parish Profile and job advert, we were ready to ‘hit the ground running’ with both
documents on the 19th!  Thanks too, to our PCC who really got behind the task of reviewing and
agreeing the final version of our Parish Profile and to our church members who took time to
feed back on the kind of vicar we are looking for and our visions for Christ Church.  We hope
people feel we have included a fair representation of the main themes that came from the
feedback.

The next step, recruitment-wise is the selection process of prospective vicars, with visits and
interviews taking place on the 19th and 20th November.

With regards to keeping our church moving through the interregnum, the word ‘cogs’ will be
familiar to most of our church members by now! The latest Cogs diagram, with the names of
each cog owner, is available at the back of church.
The main objective of the cogs diagram is to have a simplified overview of the main functions of
our church and how they interact.  This objective has been met, thanks to so many of our
church playing their part in each cog, from worship, leading services and welcoming people to
the less visible but no less vital cogs such as administration, finance and looking after the fabric
of our church.

Prayer underpins everything we do, and special thanks go to Andrea Chatterley for leading our
church in prayer and particularly for organising our first 24-hour prayer initiative on the 14th and
15th September.

With thanks for the ongoing encouragement, support and prayers for our church.
Janice Holmes and David Fidal
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Weekly Groups
(in term time)

PARENT CHAT with crèche
Mondays 10 – 11:30am

CHERUBS Toddler Group
Mondays 1:30 – 3pm

RADIATE
Ages 5-9

Fridays 6 – 7pm
INTEGR8

Ages 10-13
Fridays 7 – 8:30pm

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES REGULAR GROUPS
Our regular groups meet in the church hall during school term time.
Parent Chat with crèche: Mondays 10-11:30am
A group of parents who meet together to chat about life as parents, to
support and encourage one another. All parents welcome to join us.
Cherubs Toddler Group: Mondays 1:30-3pm
A friendly and welcoming group of parents, grandparents and carers with
their babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers. We have free play, creative
activities, songs, story time and snack. £1 per child. You are very
welcome to join us.
Radiate (5-9 yr olds): Fridays 6 – 7pm
Fun-filled time exploring faith and God through a range of activities
including craft, games, food, songs and prayer. FREE to attend.
Integr8 (10-13 yr olds): Fridays 7 – 8:30pm
Time to hang out and have fun, play games, be creative and explore what
God has to say on faith and life. FREE to attend. Tuck Shop Available.



Have YOU caught the VISION?
Andrea Chatterley

At Christ Church we held 24 hours of unbroken prayer from 1pm Friday 14TH September to 1pm
Saturday 15th September.

Did YOU spend time in the 24 hour prayer space and experience GOD?
During this time our church was turned into a creative and interactive prayer space for people to
rest in the Holy Spirit, pray for our Church, our community, our country and our world.

Thank you to all those who committed and signed up to pray for an hour or longer as we had all
the hour slots allocated with at least one person praying. With others dropping in or coming
back to pray again.

We started and ended with an hour of worship. There were also dedicated times for led prayer
sessions for our church, our town, education and the persecuted church for example.

The prayer space provided a special time with of peace, reflection, prayer, creativity and rest
within Gods presence. Some people felt led to specific verses from the Bible such as:

Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God”
Revelation 11:15-17 “I am the Alpha and Omega and I am well pleased”

Here are a few other comments written by people as they left:

“Amazing”   “Serenity and Peace”

“Came for an hour and stayed for two and a half”

This has been a really positive experience that we will be looking to do again in the New Year
and hope that you feel inspired to join in.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY Page 5.



Let’s meet …

Heather Kemball
Hello, my name is Heather
Kemball. I’ve been asked to
write this article to introduce
myself and explain a bit about
what’s been going on in my life
recently. I think I probably need
to start by saying I am not the
new vicar - though I am training
to be one.

I’m 57 this year, married to Alan
(we’ve just celebrated our Pearl
Anniversary), with three
children: Anna (27), Sarah (25)
and David (23), all of whom
have left home. We have lived

in Congleton for 30 years, since my commissioning as a Church Army (Anglican)
Evangelist in 1988, apart from a couple of years in Cleveland, Ohio. From 1998 –
2017 I was on the staff team as Team Evangelist at Congleton Team Parish. The
team went through a process of restructuring and my post was cut. I was made
redundant in July last year, losing my job and my church at the same time. It was
then that Alan & I started coming to Christ Church.

Those are the facts, but I think I need to go a bit deeper to explain how I believe
God has been at work in and through it all.

As I thought and prayed in the months leading up to my redundancy, I began to
discern that it wasn’t just an ending, but also a new beginning because something
new was coming into being – a call to be ordained – to be a vicar. Now this was a bit
of a surprise! You see for me vicars were people I worked alongside (I’ve worked
with 10 vicars in the course of my ministry) – but I never anticipated being one of
them! I love being an evangelist, listening to and talking with people about Jesus,
and I was/am very happy in that role. But through prayer and talking to others who
know me well, I discovered that God had a next step for me to take, a new
adventure he was inviting me to be a part of. I had the choice to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’, but
the invitation was there.

C:\Users\ChristChurch\Documents\Admin\Magazi...\Photo for mag.jpg
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Now I’m not going to pretend it’s been an easy time. Being made redundant after
such a long period of ministry hurt, and from time to time I struggle with
depression. However, it seemed to me that I could either hold on to the past, or I
could let it go and embrace what God was offering me anew, and I chose to do
that. Alan and I went on our planned ‘holiday of a lifetime’ to New Zealand in
January and February. It was a fabulous time of exploring and discovery, and as
we visited new places and met new people, I was also growing into the idea and
calling that was forming. Back at home I continued to engage in the formal
process of applying to become a vicar, which culminated in a selection conference
called a Bishops’ Advisory Panel in May. The decision was made to accept me for
training for ordination on a one year pathway through a course that combines
academic study at Liverpool Cathedral and practical experience in a placement
church – Christ Church.

And so I am now officially a student again, with fellow students and lecturers,
modules, virtual learning environments, assignments and readings lists. It’s 33
years since my Church Army training, so things have changed a bit! But God
hasn’t changed, and a verse that was given to me as I started training for ministry
the first time is just as true today – 1 Thess. 5 v 24 ‘The one who calls you is
faithful, and He will do it.’

Whether you are going through a period of change or not, as Christians we are
always on a journey, a journey of faith. We are called to be disciples of Jesus –
those who learn by following Jesus together. A few years back a friend told me an
old African proverb ‘If you want to go fast, travel alone. If you want to go far, travel
together.’ Faith is something we grow in together – which is why our church family
at Christ Church is so special.

If you’ve read up to this point, thank you. I wonder if I may ask you a few
questions – some of the questions I’ve been working through myself over the last
year:

I wonder if you’re facing some kind of an ‘ending’ in some part of your life,
and if so, could it be that God is starting to whisper to you about a new

 beginning?

If the Christian faith is a pilgrimage, a lifelong journey of faith, I wonder, what is
 the next step God is calling you to take?

If you are up for a new adventure with God, what things could you do to enable
 you to better hear more clearly and discern what God is saying to you?

If I can be of any help to you, if I can pray for you, please do let me know.

Heather Kemball
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Remembrance
Sun 11 November 10am Service.

This year’s Remembrance Day on
Sunday 11 November 2018 is set to be
a very special day, it being one
hundred years since the end of World
War 1.  The day will be marked by
events and services across the nation,
and echoing this we will be having a
single service of remembrance starting
at 10am; there will be no 9am and
11am services that day!

Bringing the whole church family
together on that day is an important
symbol of unity, as we remember and
give thanks for all those who have
been killed or injured so that we might
be free, and the special single service
that morning will include the two
minute silence at 11am as well as
things aimed at young children so that
we can all come and mark the
significance of the day together.

On the same day at 6.30pm we will
also be having a special Memorial and
Thanksgiving Service, to allow people
to quietly reflect on loved ones who are
sadly no longer with us and give
thanks to God for their lives.
Remembrance Sunday is often a time
when people think about those they
have lost.  If there is anyone you know
who might be in that situation please
invite them to this service.  Better still,
support them by coming with them or
alternatively simply come along to
support others!

Dave Fidal

The Weeping Window at Middleport Pottery, Stoke on
Trent’s hosting of the travelling art installation by artist
Paul Cummins and designer Tom Piper. Over 100,000
viewed the installation during its visit to Stoke. The
installation has toured the country and is now moving
to its final destination, The Imperial War Museum in
London.

Pic by Dave Fidal
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LET'S GET QUIZZICAL
An event not to be missed……. come one, come all (big or small) and have an
amazing evening at Christ Church Alsager for Tearfund’s Biq Quiz Night.

Venue – Church Hall - 17th November 2018
Doors open 7pm for a 7.15pm start and a 9.30pm (approx.) finish.

Join hundreds of churches and thousands of people and be a part of the biggest
multi-venue national quiz ever which aims to help to restore lives broken by war.

Refreshments will be provided. There’s no entrance fee but any donations will go to
Tearfund to help in supporting families and children displaced from their homes in
Syria as a consequence of eight years of war.

Every penny raised will help restore their hope for the future.

Geoff Chatterley
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EVENTS as advertised for all ages

BIG BREAKFAST
Mons 8am - 10am (term time)
Only £1.50 come along and enjoy a great breakfast

CRAFT GROUP
Tues 1pm - 3pm
Cardmaking, flower arranging etc.
Contact Dilys Daniels.

BOWLING GROUP
Tues 1.15pm - 3.15pm Indoor carpet bowls.
Contact Tony & Pauline Birchall Tel 874353.

SPACE Tues 1.15pm - 3pm

JOB CLUB
Help and advice for Job Seekers. 12pm - 2pm on first
Thursday of each month.

GROWTH GROUPS Fortnightly (mostly)
For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, Socials
10 groups daytimes or evenings.
Contact church wardens to join.

What’s on?
Something
for everyone
at Christ Church

Call Debbie in the Church Office
01270 872291

Email: admin@christchurchalsager.uk

Twitter:Follow us on chchalsager

Facebook:
Christ Church Alsager and Christ Church Families
and like/follow/share with your friends.

The Oakhanger Centre opened in
March this year and provides a
venue for functions, family parties,
training courses and other events as
well as providing a meeting place for
the Oakhanger Methodist Church.

The popular Harvest Hot Pot
Supper takes place at 7pm on Friday
12th October. All welcome but please
book to ensure you get your place!

Volunteers are needed to help with
gardening, cleaning, administration
and fundraising. Contact Graham
Bushill for details.

The Oakhanger Project continues to
run accessible outdoor and
adventure activities for young people
and their families. There’s also
training and support for young people
aged 14 to 17 in volunteering and
leadership through the Acorns
Volunteering programme.

Family camping weekends were held
in North Wales this year as well as
an expedition to the Bahamas.

Church services 1st and 3rd Sundays
of each month.

Contact Graham Bushill on :
01270 882158 Mobile: 0799 993 2963

Email: oakchallenge@aol.comPage 10.



To advertise
contact Debbie on 872291.

GOODIER’S
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Plumber &
Gas Safe Registered

All aspects of Plumbing
& Heating work

From Ball Valves to Boilers!

Call Alan
Tel: 01270 876966

Mob: 07703 5764 78



Date Theme 9am 11am
7th October Facing Opposition

Nehemiah 4:1-14

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service with
activities for children
and young people

14th October Outcry for the
Poor

Nehemiah 5:1-13

Reflective service
with Communion

Informal Communion
service with activities
for children and
young people

21st October Celebrating Good
News!

Nehemiah 8:6-12

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service
Messy Church in
Hall

28th October Confession &
Praise

Neh 8:18-9:6

Reflective service
with Communion

Informal Together
service

4th November Giving to God

Neh 10:35-39

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service with
activities for children
and young people

11th November Peace on Earth Remembrance
Service 10am

Memorial &
Thanksgiving
6.30pm

18th November All Welcome?

Neh 13:1-3, 30-
31 and Galatians
3:23

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal service
Messy Church in
Hall

25th November Worship where
we are

Neh 12:27-43

Reflective service
with Communion

Informal Together
service

2nd December Make room:
Zechariah's story

Reflective service
with hymns

Informal Communion
service with activities
for children and
young people

Church Services

Coffee & Communion
Thursdays at 10.30am in Church Hall
4th Oct and 1st Nov contact Pam if you need a lift 879165
18th Oct and 15th Nov contact Adrienne if you need a lift 857072

Dennis Round Court: 10.30am morning worship 9th Oct,13th Nov

Oakhanger: 6.30pm at Oakhanger Church and Community Centre
2nd Oct communion, 21st Oct Cafe Style Church, also services on 4th and 18th November.

ChristChurch
Alsager

@
chchalsager

PRAYER

Join us for:

Prayer @ 6

Sundays 6-7pm
(weekly) in Church

Prayer @ 7.14

1st Monday of month
at 7.14am in the
hall.

(1st Oct, 5th Nov, 3rd

Dec)

mailto:@7.14am

