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Dear Friends,  

Let Jesus show! 

The school na�vity o�en produces some unexpected lines. Will the wise 

men bring Frankenstein again this year rather than the more tradi�onal 

frankincense? Will the innkeeper decide that he can offer a king-sized 

bed? Will an angel extra grab the mic and burst 

into an impromptu performance of ‘twinkle twinkle li$le star’? 

Some�mes we even get new theological insight… 

Imagine the na�vity scene with all its characters in place. The 

angels gathered around the manger and sang: ‘Glory to God in 

the highest and on earth peace, good will among men’. Suddenly 

a small girl on the edge of the crowd, who couldn’t see what was 

going on, shouted out, ‘Let Jesus show!’ 

At Christmas �me, we want to let Jesus show, in our churches, 

communi�es and lives. We have an amazing message to share: 

‘in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is the 

Messiah, the Lord’ (Luke 2:11). It was to the shepherds, apart 

from his parents, that Jesus was first shown. 

The grubby, hardworking shepherds, living in the fields with their flock of sheep, were 

unlikely candidates for this honour. By the nature of their work, they had the status of 

migrant workers. Yet this underlines for us that the good news of Christmas is for everyone, 

irrespec�ve of social standing, background, race or gender. 

Perhaps these simple shepherds had no idea of what the names given to Jesus fully meant 

– Saviour, Messiah and Lord! All they needed to know, and all we need to know, is that God 

has done something unique in coming to earth as a human being. This is good news of 

great joy for everybody! 

A�er worshipping the child, the shepherds returned to their normal rou�ne. However, they 

would never be the same again! Even though their work and social standing were 

unchanged, they had a message to share and let Jesus show. Although we don’t normally 

see angels, we have the same good news to share! When Christmas is over and we’re back 

to our normal rou�nes, how will we let Jesus show in our lives? 

‘The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 

seen, which were just as they had been told’ (Luke 2:20). 

Let’s let Jesus show in our lives! 

Yours in Christ 

Daran 



GERALDINE LATTY 

We are delighted to announce that Geraldine La$y and her husband Carey  

will be joining again us for a concert on  

Saturday 7th December at 7:30pm  

in the church. 

Previous years have been a sell out and we have all enjoyed a superb evening of music. 

We are also delighted to announce that Geraldine will be forming a 'scratch choir' in the 

a�ernoon for anyone that would like to join in. The choir will then also take part with a 

couple of songs in the evening’s concert. This is a superb opportunity to join in a choir 

and be coached by Geraldine. Places for the choir will be limited. 

Tickets for the concert are £6 each, and £10 for the choir and concert.  

 

Tickets available from the Church office (01270 872291) or Mark Holland (07973 186620)  

Ending the year with a cheer!  

On Sunday 29th December from 6-7pm, we will be hos�ng a Praise and Prayer evening in 

the church.  As 2019 comes to an end, we wanted to give space for people to thank God for 

all He has done this past year, and to thank Him in advance for all He is going to do in the 

year ahead.  

Psalm 100:4-5 says to ‘...enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give 

thanks to Him and praise His name.  For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; His 

faithfulness con�nues through all genera�ons’.  As we close the gate to last year and open 

the gate to the year ahead, we want to give thanks and praise. 

We did this for the first �me last year, and will follow a similar format.  You can expect 

some contemporary worship (including some new songs that you can ponder or join in 

with), Bible verses to reflect on and also �me to pray.  Prayer �mes will mostly be 

individual, with space for you and God to chat.   

There is an old Hillsong song called ‘Shout to the King’, where the chorus declares ‘The 

shout of the King is among us. Praise him, praise him, praise Him in everything’ (Blessed 

2002 album).  This year, we’ve personally walked through some challenges, Sarah’s mum 

had two lots of skin cancer and we’ve recently celebrated the news that she is now cancer 

free! Treatment has been successful - yay God!  We give thanks for this and as we thank we 

enter in, into His presence.  The King is among us!  The King comes and hangs out with us in 

all our imperfec�ons.  He comes with an embrace, to give us strength to keep going. 

There’s a newer Hillsong song called ‘No Other Name’ where the lyrics say ‘He’s seated on 

high and mountains bow down as we li� Him up’. Circumstances can shi� while we praise 

God.  He is good and faithful to us.  So we have lots to give thanks for!  

From Sarah and Dan Page  



A Farewell from Matt 
So this is my opportunity to say goodbye and thank 

you for the last three years whilst I have been serving 

God and the local young people through Christ 

Church. Allow me to be a little nostalgic as I reminisce 

upon some of the highlights and tougher times as the 

youth leader here. 

I was reminded recently of the day I came along to the 

interviews in late 2016. I had relocated to Staffordshire 

from Coventry a few months before seeing the 

position advertised and deciding to apply. I can 

remember ‘umming and arring’ about the application 

and receiving a Facebook message from one of my 

‘old’ youth from Lancashire expressing his 

appreciation for how I had positively impacted his life 

and walk with God – that was the prompt I needed! I 

had been in a place of brokenness for a couple of 

years and can remember feeling quite overwhelmed, 

scared in fact, of returning to Christian ministry. So I 

prayed a very distinct prayer to God saying; ‘If you want me back in full-time ministry then it is this job, 

and if not then I will assume there is another path You have for me.’ 

Now three years later I am about to move on into a different occupation which is both exciting and 

nerve-racking at the same time. 

There have been several highlights I would like to draw particular attention to now. As someone who 

has been working with young people for over twenty years it is always a privilege to spend time 

building positive relationships with people, but even more so when they make a decision to enter into 

a relationship with their Heavenly Father. I have been fortunate to witness this on a couple of 

occasions. The first time was on a trip to Fort Rocky near Kidderminster when Ellie Chesterton very 

kindly came along as a second leader to enable our young people to go on the residential weekend. 

During that weekend there were many deep conversations which took place in our small group and a 

couple of our young people prayed to welcome Jesus into their lives. The other occasion was during a 

DofE expedition in the Peak District. As some of you may be aware, DofE expeditions are not usually 

the most natural environment to share the gospel of Jesus, but in 2018 when we had over 60 young 

people participating on a weekend away, it was clear that the Holy Spirit was prompting me to take 

the opportunity to share testimony and be a witness to those young people. Whilst most of the short 

talks and prayers with the youngsters were an act of seed sowing for a future harvest, there was one 

young person who came, in the late hours at camp, and said to me; ‘Matt, if God is real, how do I get  



to know Him?’  What an amazing conversation that was. That young person has moved away from 

Alsager, but they are involved in a church in their new area. How great God is, and how great it is 

when someone responds to Him. 

Much of my time here has been spent creating opportunities to build relationships and share Jesus’ 

love for people whenever there is the opportunity. This has taken place at church, in schools, shops, 

parks and on the streets, in people’s homes and pubs. Spending time investing in relationships with 

God and with other people is perhaps the best way we can use the time that we have. It is no 

coincidence that Jesus got to know individuals as well as preaching to the multitudes and performing 

miracles. When I became a Christian aged 14 I decided to attend a different church because the one I 

had grown up in was very hard to engage with. I am pleased that there have been parents that have 

been proactive in encouraging their sons and daughters’ faith by enabling them to find churches in 

which they feel a sense of belonging and a sense of purpose. 

Over the past six months God has made it very clear to me that the young people he has brought 

along to our activities have many complex issues due to circumstances beyond their control, but that 

we have a unique opportunity to be Jesus to them by giving them our time, patience and energy, 

investing in them and getting to know them and introducing them to a God who loves them just as 

they are. This is not something that is the responsibility of just a small few, but of the whole church. 

As I leave to start my work as a radio presenter I want to encourage you all to step out in faith by 

engaging with young people in some way. I took some assemblies in the high school in October and 

was overwhelmed to see that over half of the young people indicated that they don’t feel that Alsager 

is a ‘youth friendly town’. This is something that needs to change and we are in a privileged position in 

which we can do something positive to include, educate and serve the local community when it 

comes to young people. Please can I ask each of you that, in addition to praying and encouraging the 

future youth leader, that you also support and encourage any young people you know and see. 

It is going to be a tough transition for me as I move on from Christ Church to work at UCB in January, 

but I had confirmation that God is in the move. After a lengthy application process He has confirmed 

that it is the right thing for this coming season. It will provide me with more stability in terms of my 

work pattern with no more late nights, which in turn will improve both my physical and mental health – 

both things I have been struggling with over the past year. It also means I shall have more opportunity 

to spend quality time with my daughters, parents and wider family. 

I would like to thank you all for the kindness, encouragement, friendship, meals, gifts and hugs I have 

received whilst based here. I shall still be around from time to time so make sure you come and say 

hello. You will also be able to listen to my show; Worship and the Word on UBC2 from 8-11pm 

weekdays on DAB radio, online at ucb.co.uk, through the UCB Player app or on a smart speaker. 

 

God Bless You All 

Matt 



Accelerating Community Transfor-

IcFEM Mission www.icfem-mission.org 

  
God with People & Development 

  

Christ Church & St. Ma$hias’ Hanford members’ visit to Kenya,  

14
th

-29
th

 October 2019 

 

Mar�n and Buff Oram, with the two Gills – Gill Bowers and Gill Cooper, took Christ 

Church’s gree�ngs out to the people of IcFEM Mission and surrounding churches and 

communi�es.  We were met by IcFEM team members at Kisumu airport on the NE corner 

of Lake Victoria and were driven for three hours (130 km) north to Kimilili on exci�ng 

Kenyan roads.  We each record our own significant highlights in about 100 words: 

Mar1n: First off, thank you for your prayers! No accidents, no illness. We praise God for 

that.  It was a privilege to be in Kimilili for the October Prayer and Fas�ng weekend.  I was 

asked to lead the Communion service to close the Saturday session, and asked Rev’d 

Debbie Aitken, curate at Hanford, to share in this.  We took the service together, using 

various bits from our Anglican liturgy and rejoicing in the freedom to do this in a liberated 

Kenyan context!  At the distribu�on we moved among the congrega�on of about 35 

people, and the presence of God as we broke bread together and remembered what 

Jesus did for us on the cross was so tangible!  Our whole two week visit was very moving 

and very inspiring.  

Buff: There were two things I par�cularly wanted to do: to be out in the very rural 

community, and to see the Dreamland Hospital Community Outreach team at work.  Well 

off the beaten track, over appalling roads, we arrived in Cheptais, a village two km from 

the Ugandan border, and the two came together.  The team worked in the local Anglican 

church.  Pa�ents were welcomed, registered and directed to a clinical officer or nurse.  

Eye tests, inocula�ons and other treatments were available.  Outside, pa�ents had jiggers 

treatment: a 15 minute soak in disinfectant, then Vaseline applied to seal the infesta�on 

from oxygen.  This is repeated weekly un�l the pa�ent is cured.  The visit ended with a 

walk through the village, chewing sugar cane and spiSng out the bits! 

Gill B: Africa is truly outstanding.  I personally found my �me in Kenya inspiring and very 

humbling.  The scenery, the people and the children were memorable.  Everyone is very 

generous and as they have nothing it made it all the more humbling.  The nursery school 

children are very inspiring and love having their photo taken and even more seeing 

themselves on a photo!  The work being done by IcFEM and the outreach work into many 

isolated communi�es is truly remarkable - as is the work at the hospital - not forgeSng 

the work done at headquarters and the staff at the guest house.  I have come back 

wan�ng to go back one day. 

Gill C: Back home a week, I’m s�ll trying to process all that I experienced.  Images of 

gorgeous kids running out shou�ng, “How are you?”  Amazing hospitality and generosity 

from people who have very li$le.  Competent and resourceful people managing to build 

up services in their community from nothing.  Our brothers and sisters in Christ inspiring 

us with their devo�on.  All wonderful images, but not the full picture.  I expected to see  



poverty but in some outlying areas this was on another level - squalor, disease, neglect and 

lack of basic ameni�es and services.  For some, no access to schooling or medical care; at 

the bo$om of society: those with learning disability or mental health problems - no 

services for them.  So much is being done by IcFEM but so much more to do.  Please 

support this wonderful mission.  An a�erthought: having travelled on Kenyan roads, I will 

never complain about potholes in Alsager again! 

 

Mar1n again: We have all returned with a burden to encourage health and educa�on 

sponsorship under the Mission’s banner: God with people and development’. See us for 

more details, or contact the IcFEM Europe office (below right) 

 

W H AT  A R E  J I G G E R S ?  

A jigger is a 1mm long sand flea. It thrives in dry, dusty, unhygienic condi�ons. It penetrates 

the skin, feasts on the blood and lays eggs. The penetra�on leaves severe ulcera�on and 

inflamma�on. Eggs drop from the skin of the host and re-infest the environment. Once the 

female flea embeds into the skin, she produces hundreds of eggs over two to three weeks 

inside the skin. Jiggers can spread to any part of the body, especially the hands and head. 

Private parts are not immune. 

People get jiggers because of poor 

hygiene and poor sanita�on. Anyone can 

be cured of jiggers with correct treatment 

and preven�on of re-infec�on (not least 

by wearing shoes – something of a luxury 

in remote rural areas.)  The photo shows 

jiggers at work on a 12 year old boy’s 

foot. He was receiving treatment in 

Cheptais Local Transforma�on Unit. 

In a few weeks of treatment, we would 

expect this to be completely clear. The 

difficul�es are:  

Will the boy be able to return for further 

treatment? 

Can his home be treated? 

Will he be the only one in his village 

wearing shoes? 

Is his family already infested?- Probably…. 

  IcFEM Headquarters 
IcFEM, P/Bag, Kimilili, 50204, Western Kenya, East Africa. 
Tel: +254 55 21252, 
office@icfem.org 
director@icfem.org 
Socie�es Reg No. 19347 

IcFEM Europe Office 
c/o 12 Ash Grove, Rode Heath, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, ST7 3TD 

Tel: +44 (0)1270 747271, +44 (0)7968 691163 
office@icfem-mission.org 

Charity No. 1107038 



Community Advent Calendar 
This year we thought instead of trying to find woolly sheep around 

Alsager, we’d give them a well-deserved holiday and try something 

different.  Drawing on Daran and Aly’s experience in Bramley, we’re 

launching our Community Advent Calendar.  

We’ve asked a variety of shops and public offices in the village to 

each display a numbered "calendar door" with a bible verse and 

picture in one of their windows.  We will publish picture clues on our 

Facebook page, Twi$er and the church website.  These clues consist 

of the “calendar doors” as they are displayed in the windows, but 

with the bible verses replaced by clues to the loca1ons of each of the 

'doors'.  Par1cipants can download a Collectors Card to record the 

bible verses. (It sounds complicated – but it’s actually pre$y easy, 

good fun, a great way of geGng ready to celebrate the REAL meaning 

of Christmas, and it’s  FREE), and bring your collectors card along to 

one of our carol services and swap it for a yummy treat! 

So – what are you wai1ng for?? – start looking for clues! 

Happy Advent! 

Heather 

Parish Christmas Card 
It’s a great blessing having such a big church family at Christ Church:- it’s great, but what 

do I do about giving everyone a Christmas card?  

♦ What happens if I miss someone out? 

♦ What happens if I can’t remember someone’s name? 

♦ What happens if I mis-spell their name? 

And at a �me when we all try to be conscious of what we can do to safeguard the planet, is 

it a good idea to be wri�ng so many cards? 

So, as an experiment this year… 

we are going to have one LARGE Christmas card at the back of church.  You can sign your 

name thereby sending your gree�ngs to the rest of the church family.  If you wish, you can 

make a dona�on in place of the cards you might have bought.  The dona�on will go to 

Wycliffe Bible Translators – one of the chari�es we support. 

Happy Christmas everyone! 

Heather 



Posada 
“Imagine an ini�a�ve which is rela�vely simple to implement, which can be tailored to 

each context and which takes Mary and Joseph and their unborn child out of church and 

into people’s homes, into the public space….” this is the introduc�on to the booklet 

explaining Posada—An Advent Experience for Your Community
1
. 

This year our kni$ed Mary and Joseph are going to be commissioned in church on Advent 

Sunday (1
st

 December) and travel round some of the schools and homes in Alsager who 

have been asked to give them shelter.  “Each day of Advent, Mary and Joseph are taken 

from one “posada” (Spanish for lodging or inn) to another, stopping – by arrangement – 

where there is a place for them and a warm welcome awai�ng.”  With them is a journal for 

their hosts to record their thoughts and comments together with a modern seSng of the 

Na�vity – “The Well Good News of Christmas”.  Hosts can also take selfies with Mary and 

Joseph and send them in to our website, Facebook and Twi$er.  

Finally on Christmas Eve, Mary and Joseph return to church for the birth of Jesus (also 

kni$ed!) and the whole family can be visited in Christ Church on Christmas Day. 

Let’s look out for Mary and Joseph on their journey from Alsager to Bethlehem.  

And the best news of all is that we can each welcome Jesus into hearts this Christmas – 

a�er all Jesus is the reason for the season. 

Heather 
1
Grove Book Ev114 “Hos�ng Mary and Joseph: Posada—An Advent Experience for Your Community” 

Free giIs for fes1ve shoppers 

Families shopping this fes�ve season will receive two great giveaways telling the Christmas 

story. HOPE Together, Bible Society and Speak Life are working with The Entertainer toy 

stores to help customers appreciate the reason for the season.  

The Entertainer chain is the UK's largest independent toy retailer and each store has a 

na�vity scene in its shop window at Christmas. This year, The Entertainer na�vity scenes 

will feature the popular Happyland characters as Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the Wise Men 

and the Shepherds.  To �e in with these na�vity scenes, Bible Society is producing a special 

Entertainer edi�on of its Christmas booklet. Each family shopping for Christmas in The 

Entertainer stores will receive a copy.  

Shoppers will also be given a copy of the Christmas HOPE magazine, also featuring a 

centre-spread with the Happyland characters telling the Christmas story. This 32-page 

magazine is packed with topical features to inform, challenge and entertain readers, 

including an ar�cle from Street Pastors ‘keeping party-goers safe this Christmas’. 

The Entertainer stores will also screen a specially-made Happyland na�vity anima�on 

which is being made by the Speak Life team. The anima�on will be available on social 

media and to download for use in schools and churches. 



Oakhanger Church 
December News from Oakhanger 

The past year has been a very busy one 
with many encouraging signs of growth. The 
work at the new centre continues to support 
the Mission and Outreach ministry of 
Oakhanger. The prayer “Cabin” is open daily. 
Children and families of all backgrounds and 
ability have shared a variety of healthy 
activities in the outdoors through the outreach project. The office at The Firs provides an operational 
base for our activities and is the centre of administration and planning.  

The Community Neighbourhood Watch group met in November and restated its intentions to actively 
support security and social activity in and around Oakhanger. Residents of Oakhanger area are 
invited to join the Neighbourhood Watch “What’s App” group.  

As we move into a new year I am reminded of the words of Isaiah 49:6 “I will make you a light to the 
nations so that my salvation will extend to the ends of the earth”. This is a promise to Isaiah that the 
Gospel would not only be for the people of Israel but would reach people all over the world. A 
message taken up by Jesus in Matthew 28:19 when he left the instruction to His followers to “Go into 
all the world and make disciples”. We invite you to join the Oakhanger adventure as we share God’s 
love during 2020. Contact me  for details of the training courses starting on February 12th.  

Have a great and meaningful Christmas and may God’s peace and many blessings be yours through 
the coming year. 

Diary of Oakhanger events from December 2019 to March 2020. 

Tuesday 17th December:  Oakhanger Christmas Carol Celebration at 7pm Carols, Nativity and 
Food. 

Wednesday 25th December:  Communion service at 10am. 

Thursday 26th December:  Boxing Day at Brereton 10.30am to 12.30pm - have a paddle on the 
lake, or join us for a walk followed by mince pies and mulled wine.  

Wednesday 1st January: Oakhanger walk and pub lunch at the Plough, Alsager.  Meet at 
Oakhanger at 10.30am. Booking essential for lunch.  

Friday 31st January: Annual Burn’s Night Supper at 7pm. Booking essential. 

Wednesday 5th February: Oakhanger Project AGM at Oakhanger Centre at 7.45pm. 

Sunday 9th February: Kinder Hike. Hope you can join us - contact Graham for details. 

Wednesday 12th February: Training course: Active Learning course based on Oakhanger 
programmes.  Attend one of two sessions.  From 9.30am to 11.30am or 7.30pm to 9.30pm.  Follow-up 
session will be in March and April subject to demand. Further details from Graham at Oak Challenge.  

Wednesday 19th February: Pool Session - contact Graham for details. 

For details and booking for all Oakhanger Activities contact Graham at oakchallenge@aol.com;  
Tel: 0799 993 2963  



This Christmas why not join in the CSW 

campaign to send a card or a le$er to a 

Chris�an in prison for their faith in Jesus 

Christ? 

Pastor Wang is the lead minister of Early 

Rain Church in Chengdu, South West 

China.  It is a large church of some 500 

members, but since last year the church 

has suffered dreadfully at the hands of 

the Communist authori�es.  Over the last twelve months some 200 of the church’s 

members have been arrested and several remain in prison to this day.  Among them are 

Pastor Wang and his wife Jiang Rong, who are both accused of inci�ng subversion. 

Pastor Wang is adamant.  He said recently:  

“Separate me from my wife and children, ruin my reputa�on, destroy my life and my 

family – the authori�es are capable of doing all of these things. However, no one in this 

world can force me to renounce my faith.” 

You can send a card this Christmas 

to encourage him and his wife. 

Send it to CSW, P O Box 99, New 

Malden, Surrey, KT3 3YF. 

Keith Davies, Regional 

Ambassador, CSW. 

A Christmas Prayer 
Lord, as I enter into the fast-paced season ahead, help me walk slowly and 

quietly.  Let me stop and listen to the angels sing of the greatest news ever 

told.  Let my heart, mind and soul join the chorus. "Glory in the Highest!! The 

Messiah has been born!" 

Among all the bright sparkling lights and cheery holiday tunes, let my spirit 

travel once again toward Bethlehem to honour and worship Jesus, my King,  

The Prince of Peace, the Lord of Hosts, Mighty Counsellor, Son of God, the 

Lamb. All Your love, mercy and power somehow made flesh in the �ny form of 

a humble baby born in a manger. Let me worship the only one who is worthy 

to take our sin away and open the gates of all eternity! 

by Daphne Kitching 



Saturday 1st February - SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Christ Church Alsager Church Hall 

Tickets available early January 





Rachel Mason  
Children and Families Leader 

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk 

Tel: 01270 872291 

 

Christ Church Families  

Lots to do for children and families 

All welcome! 
 

REGULAR GROUPS (term time) 
Our regular groups meet in the church hall during school term time. 

Parent Chat with crèche: Mondays 10-11:30am  

A group of parents who meet together to chat about life as parents, to support and encourage 
one another. All parents welcome to join us. 

Cherubs Toddler Group: Mondays 1:30-3pm  

A friendly and welcoming group of parents, grandparents and carers with their babies, toddlers 
and pre-schoolers. We have free play, creative activities, songs, story time and snack. £1 per 
child. You are very welcome to join us.  

Radiate (5-9 yr olds): Fridays 6 – 7pm  

Fun-filled time exploring faith and God through a range of activities including craft, games, food, 
songs and prayer. FREE to attend.  

Integr8 (10-13 yr olds): Fridays 7 – 8:30pm 

Time to hang out and have fun, play games, be creative and explore what God has to say on 
faith and life. FREE to attend. Tuck Shop Available.  

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN EVERY SUNDAY at 11am 

We have something for children at 11am every Sunday at Christ Church. Most 
weeks, after enjoying drinks and doughnuts in the hall before the service, we start 
in church all together for a time of welcome and singing songs, then the children 
have the opportunity to go to the hall for activities to explore their faith and have 
fun! Sometimes we all stay together in church for a fun and interactive time with 
songs, activities and teaching. Roughly once a month we have Messy Church 
instead of our usual 11am children’s activities.  This is run in the church hall for 
families together where we have lots of fun doing activities, games, songs and 
share lunch together.  

Do come and join us any Sunday, you are most welcome. 

 

Fun, faith and food for families! 
Crafts, games, songs, lunch – for 

families together. 
11am-1pm 

Christ Church Hall 

Upcoming dates: 
 

Sunday 12
th

 January 

 

Sunday 9
th

 February 



Christ Church Families  

Lots to do for children and families 

All welcome! 
 

RADIATE CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Friday 20
th

 December 6 – 7pm 

Fun-filled evening with cra�s, games and much more. All 5-9 year olds welcome. Bring your 

friends for an evening of fun and laughter.  

NATIVITY SERVICE - Come and join the story! 

Sunday 15
th

 December 11am – 12pm  

Star�ng in the church hall at 11am, we will be crea�ng props/costumes so we can join in 

the Na�vity story, then we will make our way over to the church for a fun-filled �me 

exploring the Na�vity story, singing songs and enjoying being together. Come and join us, 

everyone is welcome.  

CHERUBS TODDLERS CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Monday 16
th

 December 12 – 2pm 

Come and join us for our Cherubs Christmas Party in the Church Hall. There will be cra� 

ac�vi�es, games and a visit from Father Christmas. We will be having a bring and share 

lunch (please bring a plate of food to share, eg sandwiches, sausage rolls, cakes). All under 

5s & their parents/carers welcome. (This is instead of usual Cherubs on 16
th

 Dec) 

 

FAMILY FUN 

AFTERNOON 

Saturday 25
th

 January  

2 – 4pm in Church Hall 

Bouncy castle, face pain�ng, 

toddler area, compe��ons and 

lots more… all completely FREE!  

All welcome. Come along and 

join in the fun. 

 

Rachel Mason  
Children and Families Leader 

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk 

Tel: 01270 872291 

 



Children’s Corner 



Children’s Corner 



Job Club Closes aIer Seven Successful Years 
 

When we launched Job Club in May 2012, it was a�er a long , slow-burn calling from God 

which began with a seed of an idea and culminated in a string of rapid coincidences which 

for me, meant God was affirming that the �me was right to take the first steps towards 

star�ng up. 

A�er promo�on across our community and with support from church members, we began 

with just one laptop, not quite sure what the demand would be or exactly what needs 

people would have.  It soon became clear that no two people had the same needs and we 

found ourselves having to be flexible to respond as people walked through the door.  What 

also became clear was that our Job Club was unique compared to others being offered 

across Cheshire East.  Where other Job Clubs were solely about job seeking, ours was 

about providing broader, holis�c support alongside the prac�cal CV wri�ng, job seeking 

and job applica�ons.  We had a fantas�c team of people who made sandwiches and hot 

drinks in the kitchen while others were able to concentrate on the more prac�cal support 

within Job Club itself. 

As we became more 

established, we 

developed rela�onships 

with local employers, 

training providers, 

community groups, Plus 

Dane Housing and the 

Na�onal Careers Service, 

meaning we could bring 

in more specialist 

support as and when 

needed.  We were also 

able to access funding for 

training and equipment 

to help people into work.  

We even hosted a 

cookery course for our 

members!   

 

At its peak, we were welcoming up to fi�een people each week and had a bank of laptops 

in demand at each session. 

It’s never been easy to measure exactly how many people we’ve helped back into work 

over the years, but we are confident that the number is over forty people.  For many 

visitors, though, Job Club has meant much more than jobs.  People have come to spend 

�me with other unemployed people, to talk, to be listened to, to share their frustra�ons of 

having to ba$le through barriers in order to access benefits or having to weigh up coming 

off benefits providing regular income versus an offer of a zero-hours contract. 

Training: ICT for Jobseekers May 2015 



Over the past year we have experienced numbers 

dwindling to three or less and since we have long-

standing rela�onships with these members and see them 

regularly outside of Job Club, it has again been a slow-

burn realisa�on that Job Club has come to the end of its 

season. 

It’s been a privilege to be part of Job Club.  The rewards 

have been many and lifelong friendships have been 

made.  I thank everyone who has played a part over the 

years – you have blessed people by being God’s salt and 

light in their lives.—Janice Holmes 

June 2014: Four people got jobs in one week! 

Project Gateway Visit 2020 
Christ Church Alsager has supported Project Gateway through prayer and 

financial giving since 2012. The church has also supported the project 

through sending teams to assist with maintenance, once in 2012 and 

again in 2015.  Project Gateway is a non-profit organisa�on set up 

officially in 1992 as a social outreach of the churches in Pietermaritzburg, 

South Africa, and aims to serve those who most need it in their community. 

More than twenty-five years since it started, Project Gateway is s�ll helping the poorest of 

the poor in and around Pietermaritzburg. 

The vision of Project Gateway is to see local churches caring for the poor in the areas of 

care, educa�on, and empowerment, and to provide a model and resource base for the city 

of Pietermaritzburg and the surrounding communi�es. 

Project Gateway welcomes teams from the UK each year to help with the maintenance of 

their premises.  Maintenance work include decora�ng, fencing and other DIY tasks. They 

par�cularly welcome those with skill sets in building trades such as carpenters and 

electricians, although all are welcome. 

Visitors are able to go to the school run by Project Gateway, hear stories of the history of 

South Africa and meet lots of children at the a�er-school club. They also travel out into the 

wider community of Pietermaritzburg, and during down �me discover some of the 

wonders of South Africa, including Howick Falls, safari �me and splashing in the surf – if 

there’s �me. 

In summer 2020 Jonny Masters is hoping to lead another Christ Church team to support 

Project Gateway. The total cost is expected to be no more than £2,000 per person for a two

-week trip, which should also cover excursions and trips out.  If you are interested in 

finding out more please email the Church Office, and Debbie will get back to you with a 

mee�ng date early next year to find out more.  

Find out more about Project Gateway by visi�ng their website:  

h$ps://www.projectgateway.co.za/   



Prayer 2020 
What about a challenge for the New Year? 

HOPE Together is a catalyst bringing churches together to transform communi�es in 

villages, towns and ci�es. Their vision is a praying, growing Church, that makes Jesus 

known together with words and ac�on. Their challenge to churches is called “Prayer 

2020”.  

They are challenging us to …. 

Pray in 2020 on the 20
th

 of each month at 20.20 for 20 mins 

We all know that prayer undergirds our faith, so how about it? 

 

Heather 

Could you help us raise £1,000? 
Ecclesias�cal Insurance is giving away a total of £120,000 

over their ’12 Days of Giving’ period which starts on 

December 2
nd

.  On each working day they will draw 10 

chari�es from those nominated and give each charity 

£1,000. 

We’d be very grateful for as many online nomina�ons as 

possible – the more nomina�ons, the more chance we 

have of being pulled out of the hat! 

It takes a couple of minutes to nominate us online.  

Simply visit their website ecclesias�cal.com/12days to fill in the nomina�on form, using 

our charity number 1131298. 

A Visit to Scargill House to look at the Psalms 
Once again I have had the privilege of visi�ng Scargill House, Ke$lewell, Yorkshire, to 

listen, learn, sing and par�cipate in worship with John Bell. 

A group of approximately 60 other followers, from most corners of the UK, along with 35 

or so young people from other countries who live and work there, all made our visit a 

most enjoyable experience. 

The theme for the week was “Revisi�ng the Psalms”.  We looked at how in recent �mes, 

some psalms have had hymns wri$en using the words with tunes composed by John and 

the Iona community.  Whilst some psalms are for pain and healing, others look at gossip 

and hard places, and also God’s word. 

I hope to be able to return some �me. 

Edith Bowers 



Healing Rooms comes to Costa 

I wonder if you’ve ever been in Costa in Freeport or Tesco in Congleton and seen a sign 

saying “Healing (Physical, Emo�onal Rela�onship) Needs Prayer” and been intrigued as to 

what it’s all about? 

Healing Rooms England & Wales (h$ps://www.healingrooms.org.uk/) is part of the 

Interna�onal Associa�on of Healing Rooms (IAHR) and in this country is based in 

Congleton.  Each Healing Rooms ministry team consists of a group of trained volunteer 

Chris�ans from several local churches who pray for the sick free of charge.  Na�onally 

Costa have graciously agreed to host these ministry teams weekly in some of their cafes as 

a service to the community.  The wonderful news is that here in Alsager, Costa have 

requested that the local Chris�ans consider forming such a group.  

Isn’t that an amazing opportunity? 

The church ministers in Alsager have warmly welcomed this invita�on, and the next step is 

to hold a mee�ng in the New Year for all interested par�es to come and see what is 

involved - without any obliga�on whatsoever. 

So watch out for further details in 2020! 

Heather  

Ethical Christmas presents 
Are the presents we buy worth the strain on our already struggling planet? 

Here are some alterna�ve presents, that are eco-friendly, useful, and fairly traded. 

Chris�an Aid invites supporters to send them a dona�on, and in return, they will send a 

‘lively’ personalised card to your friend or rela�ons, describing the gi� you have chosen to 

give on their behalf.   

Send a Cow (sendacow.org/gi�s) also invites supporters to send a dona�on for a range of 

prac�cal gi�s, for use in helping people from Ethiopia to Zambia. 

Traidcra� (traidcra�shop.co.uk) offers everything from bamboo �ghts to clocks to food 

and cosme�cs. 

WaterAid (shop.wateraid.org) provides sanita�on equipment (such as taps to promote 

hand washing) to villages in Africa, Asia or Central America.  The person you nominate will 

receive a card to let them know this has been done in their name. 

World Vision (musthavegi�s.org) offers you the choice of sending various specific items 

from mosquito nets to garden tools, all of which they say are specifically asked for and 

needed.   

With WWF (wwf.org.uk) you can adopt a wild animal, from a dolphin to an orangutan.  

WWF will send your nominated person an adop�on cer�ficate and even cuddly toy. 

Or, (this one is my favourite! - Ed) why not pledge as a family to only buy gi�s from charity 

shops.  Everyone wins! 



Looking aIer our world 

God has given us a wonderful world. He has also given us responsibility to care for it. 

Television documentaries have shown the stark reality of shrinking polar ice caps and 

plas�c in our oceans.  In Alsager, we have not been no�ceably adversely affected by these 

issues so far.  Communi�es on the coastline and near to rivers and flood plains face literally 

losing their homes and more frequent flooding damage.  Communi�es in foreign countries 

and islands at sea level will have to relocate.  Indigenous communi�es in the Amazon and 

Indonesia are being forced out of their communi�es by fire and corporate logging.  It is 

easy to feel overwhelmed by the enormity of damage to the environment and that as 

individuals we cannot do anything to help.  I 

have felt this and worry for future genera�ons.  

I was encouraged by a Facebook post about 

disposable coffee cups –  

“It’s only one cup  –  

said 5 million people” 

What we do ma$ers.  It does count.  

Let’s start with plas�c.  There will be ar�cles 

addressing other areas in future magazines.  We 

have been shocked by seeing mountains of plas�c waste in Far East loca�ons on television 

– sent by UK and other countries for ‘recycling’.  The best solu�on is not to buy anything 

that comes in plas�c – recyclable or single use.  What we do depends on our household 

and income.  Where we feel we must buy something in plas�c because we can’t afford or 

find an alterna�ve – write a le$er or email to the supplier (usually a supermarket) to ask 

them to change what they sell or we will go elsewhere.  Some�mes big businesses are 

mo�vated to change for environmental reasons but o�en they change because they don’t 

want to lose sales.  The best thing you can do is to use an alterna�ve.  Supermarkets are 

making changes – reusable mesh bags at Sainsbury’s, paper bags instead of plas�c – we 

can use alterna�ves and tell others what we’re doing.  Mankind managed before plas�c.  

Think about what was done then. 

This is what I have done, have you tried anything different? Please do let me know so I can 

share it in the magazine.  

• The first, and possibly the best op�on is not to buy it!  Do we need that item in plas�c 

e.g. crisps?  Will it do us good to not buy that item (e.g. crisps!)?  I haven’t bought fabric 

condi�oner for years. Our clothes are fine without it.  I have saved money and plas�c.  

• I get refills of Ecover laundry and washing up liquid from Real Food Company on 

Sandbach Road South.  Ecover products are more expensive.  Try washing powder in 

cardboard boxes.  Or buy bigger plas�c bo$les - less plas�c per load of washing.  Follow 

the instruc�ons – don’t use more than you need.  

• I get loo rolls and kitchen towels delivered in paper and cardboard.  Unfortunately the 

company’s name includes a swear word.  Ask me for details!  This saves plas�c and I 

don’t have to carry it home.  



• This next one adds to your shopping �me at first �me but is interes�ng. If the product 

comes in plas�c, I look for a similar product in glass or �n.  Ditch the squeezy bo$les – 

ketchup, sauces, salad cream, mayonnaise and honey can all be bought in glass.  Switch 

to a different brand to get it in glass.  I couldn’t find sunflower oil in a glass bo$le so 

switched to rapeseed oil.  I look at the products and choose from items in glass or �n.  

This is a boon because it reduces choice.  There’s too much to choose from!  Chilled 

food products are nearly always in plas�c.  Buy fish from the fish counter – take your 

own container or ask them to put it in an oven-ready bag which is mostly paper with a 

thin (!) plas�c lining.  Less plas�c and less washing up.  And Sainsbury’s larger super-

markets give you free flavoured bu$er to go with it.  Hall Farm Shop allows your own 

containers. 

• I try to buy fruit and veg loose.  Supermarkets have got be$er at this and the choice is 

growing.  Some�mes this is more expensive but I find the loose items are generally big-

ger than packaged ones and I buy what I need rather than being duped into buying 

more and was�ng some.  Waste is bad.  All that resource – water, soil, seed, fer�lizer, 

chemical pes�cides, labour, transport costs, your money – is thrown away.  That is bad 

stewardship of our planet.  Some plas�c e.g. the open bags that round le$uce come in – 

is recyclable at larger supermarkets. 

• Toiletries - I realised almost every product in Boots was in plas�c!  I use soap instead of 

handwash and shower gel (it’s way cheaper!—Ed).  Use shampoo and condi�oner bars 

(I like Lush shampoo bars and local business Greenfinch Naturals at Olive and S�tch 

markets in the Civic Centre and online also good). Ditch condi�oner all together possi-

bly.  ‘Halo’ microfibre pads from Boots or online instead of eye make up remover and 

co$on pads.  I have stopped using facewash and use water alone. Does my face look 

worse? (!) I use moisturiser which comes in a glass jar (plas�c lid – I’m searching..)  

Toothpaste is tricky. There is Euthymol available in Asda which is in a metal tube and 

plas�c lid.  It has a strong taste which takes a bit of geSng used to.  I have tried Geor-

ganics toothpaste in a jar with metal lid available from Real Food Company or online but 

it is expensive.  

• Grow your own! Try le$uce, salad leaves, basil, spinach, runner beans, courge$es, peas, 

raspberries and tomatoes.  You don’t need a huge garden to do this.  Accept that slugs, 

snails and caterpillars will have their share and avoid chemicals that kill them.  There’s 

enough to go round.  

• I use a reusable cup for takeaways or whenever disposable cups are used.  Avoid takea-

way food in plas�c.  Ask for an alterna�ve. Refuse plas�c cutlery, ask for a wooden or 

bamboo. If they don’t or won’t supply them, ask them to.  Or use a takeaway that does. 

Refuse plas�c straws.  

By Rachel White 

I was really pleased to have this ar�cle from Rachel, she shares lots of good ideas and I am 

sure you will all have many more that you could share with us.  Please do email them to the 

magazine.  Together we can make a difference - Ed. 





FORTH BRIDGE ABSEIL 
 

I wanted to say a sincere thank-you to all 

those who gave to my CSW appeal.  To date 

we have raised £2061. 

 

It was a great occasion with some 440 

people represen�ng various chari�es doing 

the abseil on the day.  We were par�cularly 

moved by a number of people suffering 

from mul�ple sclerosis who actually 

managed it. 

 

Seven of us from CSW completed it on the 

day.  A great �me was had by all despite 

the rather wet weather.  Here is a photo of 

our group at the famous bridge. 

 

Keith Davies 

 

 



What’s On? 

 

Something for everyone 
at Christ Church 

 

BIG BREAKFAST 

Mondays 8am to 10am 

Only £2 - come along and enjoy a 
great breakfast 
 

CRAFT GROUP 

Tuesdays 1pm – 3pm 

Cardmaking, flower arranging etc. 

Contact Dilys Daniels 

 

BOWLING GROUP 

Indoor carpet bowls 

Tuesdays 1:15pm to 3:15pm 

Contact Tony and Pauline Birchall  
(874353) 
 

GROWTH GROUPS 

Fortnightly (mostly) 

For: Friendship, Bible study, 
Prayer, Socials. Ten groups day 
time or evenings. Contact church 
wardens for further details and to 
join 

 

 

 

 

Call Debbie in the church office 
on 01270 872291 

 

Email: 
admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Follow us on @chchalsager 
 

Facebook: 
Christ Church Alsager and 
Christ Church Families and like/
follow/share with your friends 



To advertise contact  Debbie on 872291 

 

 
Local Painter and  

Decorator 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Special rates for OAPs.  

 
Full professional decorating 

service. 
Taking the pain out of painting 

since 1995. 

 
Saul Cooke 

07856 74 00 48 
Saul.cooke@googlemail.com 

References available on request 



Church Services 

1st December Patriarchs: promise of the coming Christ - 2 Samuel 7.1-17, Luke 1:26-38  

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal service with activities for children and young people 

8th December Prophets: prophecy of the coming Christ - Zeph 3.14-20; Matthew 24.36-44  

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal Holy Communion service with activities for children and young people 

15th December John the Baptist: preparation for the coming Christ - Isa 40.1-11; John 3.22-36  

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Nativity 

22nd December Carol Services  

 5pm Carol Service 

 7pm Carol Service 

24th December Christmas Eve 

 11pm Holy Communion 

25th December Christmas Day 

 10:30am A short service for all the family 

29th December  

 10:30am A joint service of worship at the Civic 

5th January Epiphany - The Magi Isaiah 60.1-9 Matthew 2.1-12  

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal service with activities for children and young people 

12th January Epiphany - First Disciples (1) Psalm 40.1-12 John 1.29-42 

 9am Reflective Service with hymns 

 11am Informal service in parallel with Messy Church in the Hall 

19th January Epiphany - First Disciples (2) Isaiah 9.1-4 Matthew 4.12-23 

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal Holy Communion service with activities for children and young people 

26th January Epiphany - Baptism Isaiah 42.1-9 Matthew 3.12-17 

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Together Service 

 

Coffee & Communion - First and third Thursdays at 10.30am in the Church Hall 
Need a lift? 5th Dec and 2nd Jan contact Pam on 879165,  
 12th Dec and 16th Jan contact Adrienne on 875072  
 

Dennis Round Court: 10.30am morning worship 10th Dec and 14th Jan. 
 

PRAYER: Join us for: 
 

Prayer @ 6 - Sundays (weekly) 6-7pm in church 

 

Prayer @ 7:14 - 1st Monday of the month in the hall (2nd Dec and 6th Jan) 
 

Morning Prayer - Weekly Mon, Wed and Fri 8.30am - 9am. 
The third Saturday of the month 8am-9am, 21 Dec and 18 Jan. 

 

Church Office: 01270 872291 admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

Vicar -  Rev’d Daran Ward: 01270 878537 vicar@christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Christchurchalsager           @chchalsager  
 

www.christchurchalsager.uk 


