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Dear friends, 

Christmas may look different, but the heart of Christmas is s�ll the 

same! That’s the message for Christmas in 2020. Coronavirus will make 

our celebra�ons this year vastly different from usual. However, the 

message of the baby born in Bethlehem on that first Christmas 

morning is just as important as it has always been.  

Whether you’ve experienced it personally or not, I’m sure you will be 

aware of how special the arrival of an eagerly an�cipated new baby is to their parents and 

the rest of the family. 

This Christmas we celebrate again God’s gi+ of Jesus: ‘Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gi+!’ (2 Corinthians 9:15). What can we say about this baby? 

He is God Himself: 

The unthinkable has happened: God has become a human being! The eternal, creator God 

enters the world of �me and space, both fully human and fully divine. This divine baby can 

bring hope to our messy world, because he has fully become part of it. He doesn’t stand 

apart, but demonstrates a commitment to be with us and on our side in the midst of sin 

and suffering. 

He is human like us: 

Jesus fully engaged with the jungle of human experience. By his cross and resurrec�on, he 

can release us from the power of wrong, hurt and shame to secure for us a life of love, 

peace and forgiveness. Remember, the crib and cross are made of the same wood! 

He is one with us: 

In the coming of Jesus, God doesn’t draw us simply into a cosmic event, but into a 

rela�onship. Just as we hold and hug our children, grandchildren, nephews and nieces, so 

we have the Lord God Almighty who wants to be in�mately involved in our lives. As 

Emmanuel, ‘God is with us’ (Ma: 1:23). Therefore, the ques�on is: Are we with him? Are 

we ready to make space for him at the centre of our Christmas Celebra�ons this year? 

While not everyone likes celebra�ng their own birthday, celebra�ng the birth of Jesus 

Christ never loses its shine. 

I want to leave you with a quote from the evangelist Revd Canon J John, ‘At Christmas �me, 

when we receive presents we don’t really need, God offers us a gi+ we cannot do without.’ 

Yours in Christ 

Daran 

Many thanks to Perry for the lovely picture of the star on top of the church—

Ed 



(aka The Walk/Run off the Christmas Food Challenge!) 

 

• Do you like a gentle stroll, a brisk walk or even a run? 

• Have you eaten one or two more sausage rolls / mince pies than 
was wise over the festive season? 

 

If you can answer yes to either of these questions, 

then we have a January challenge for you! 
 

We are challenging our church family of all ages to get out and about 

walking or running this January.  

 

If you’d like to take part in this exciting challenge, do register by 

letting Aly Ward (alyson.ward@gmail.com) or Rachel Mason 

(christchurchfamilies@hotmail.co.uk) know. Then simply whenever 

you go for a walk or run, let them know how far you have gone. We’ll 

tot up everyone's distances to get a total at the end of the month, 
and keep you updated with our progress along the way so you can 

see how we’re doing.  We’re not sure how many kilometres /miles we 

can do, but we’re aiming high!  

The challenge will run from 1st to 31st January 

 

Why Join In? 
As well as encouraging us to get out and about this January, we are 

doing this as a sponsored challenge. All money will go to Christ 

Church, towards all we do as a church.  Set yourself a personal 

challenge (perhaps a mile a day for the whole month) and then ask 

your friends / family if they would be willing to sponsor you.  We hope 

that you will support us in this challenge.  

 
To make a donation please contact  

christchurchoffice@hotmail.co.uk or 01270 872291 

 

Happy January! 

Aly and Rachel 



Heroes of Prayer 
 

EVAN ROBERTS AND THE WELSH REVIVAL: 

Evan was born in Loughor, Wales in 1878, the ninth of fourteen children. He le+ school at 

the age of 11 to work down the coal pit with his father. It was a job he kept for 12 years 

before becoming an appren�ce to his uncle, a blacksmith, in Pontarddulais.  With such 

limited educa�on Roberts was not widely read but there was one book he was never found 

without and read from cover to cover; the bible that he carried even into the mines!  Evan 

Roberts could o+en be found pouring over God’s word in a spare moment.  He was also 

deeply dedicated to prayer and would o+en miss sleep to pray through the night. 

Feeling called to ministry, Roberts le+ work and went to college.  In his first month he 

experienced a bap�sm of the Holy Spirit and felt compelled to share it with others, longing 

and praying for God to send revival to Wales.  On 29
th

 September 1904 at just 26yrs old, 

Evan Roberts stood at the end of a prayer mee�ng in his home church and shared this 

invita�on with just 17 people: 

Confess your sins 

Get rid of anything in your life that could get between you and God 

Obey the Holy Spirit 

Publicly declare Jesus as Saviour 

All 17 made a commitment and over the following week dozens more responded to this 

call.  From there he began to tour Wales, sharing this call to holiness and a spirit-led life.  

Thousands flocked to mee�ngs marked by tes�monies of transforma�on, spontaneous 

song, and passionate prayer.  Over the following 18 months 100,000 people made 

commitments to Christ!  This incredible move of God is known as the Welsh Revival. 

The impact of this move of God was felt far beyond the church buildings.  The Holy Spirit 

moved throughout Wales impac�ng people, families, businesses, and whole communi�es.  

Evan Roberts was a young working-class man, and by many accounts was not impressive or 

well educated.  He wasn’t a great preacher and insisted that the revival he was living 

through was all God’s work, not his own. 

Do you believe that God could move through you like He did through Evan Roberts?  Or do 

you feel underqualified, inexperienced, out-classed, too young, too old, or simply 

inadequate?  God didn’t make a mistake when He made us, so go on, ask the Holy Spirit to 

revive you and surrender to Him. 

God, on behalf of our Na�on, we cry out to You now; send a revival of Your Spirit that ends 

addic�on, mends marriages, conquers crime and welcomes hundreds of thousands into 

Your Kingdom.  

Amen
 



Heroes of Prayer 
 

TERESA of AVILA: 

Teresa of Avila was born in 1515. She was a Spanish noblewoman and Carmelite nun who 

founded religious communi�es across Spain and was used by God to bring renewal and 

reforma�on to the Carmelite order. Teresa has the dis�nc�on of being recognised as one of 

the masters of prayer across two millennia of church history. 

The thing I find encouraging about Teresa is that like most of the rest of us, she started out 

struggling in Prayer! 

She once wrote, “Over a period of several years, I was more occupied in wishing my hour 

of prayer were over, and in listening whenever the clock struck, than in thinking of things 

that were good. I used to feel so depressed that I had to summon up all my courage to 

make myself pray at all” 
1
 

Teresa’s struggles with prayer con�nued over her first 20 years in the convent – yes 20 

years!  But she persevered, ba:ered her way through the barriers, and eventually 

discovered the pathway to prayer. 

As Teresa says in her book The interior Castle, ”The important thing (in prayer) is not to 

think much but to love much.” The goal of prayer is the encounter with God in love.  And 

love she says “consists, not in the extent of our happiness, but in the firmness of our 

determina�on to try to please God in everything.”
2 

Do you struggle with prayer, finding it hard to get started and then just wishing the �me 

would go faster? If you are really honest what is your goal in prayer? Some�mes is what 

you are a+er a relief from an uncomfortable situa�on or other �mes just chasing a warm 

fuzzy feeling in God’s presence? 

You could ask God for pa�ence and perseverance.  Ask Him to set your heart on a quest for 

Him and to keep on seeking un�l you find Him? 

PRAYER: 

God I want to live a life worthy of you, and please you in every way; 

bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of who 

you are (Colossians 1:10) Teach me to pray 

Amen 
1 Robert Atwell, Celebra�ng the Saints: Daily Spiritual Readings for the Calendars of the Church of England, the church of Ireland, the 

ScoOsh Episcopal Church, and the Church of Wales (Hymns Ancient and modern Ltd. Kindle Edi�on) 

2 Tthomas H. Green, Opening to God: A Guide to Prayer (Kindle Edi�on) 

Andrea Cha:erley 





PRAYING FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

On 15th November we celebrated, if that is the right word, the Interna�onal Day of Prayer 

for the Persecuted Church.  IDOP Sunday, as it is known, is remembered throughout the 

world as one day in the year when we are urged to pray specifically for all those who suffer 

harassment, bullying, arrest, imprisonment and even worse for their faith in Jesus Christ. 

CSW, or Chris�an Solidarity Worldwide as it used to be known, has been advoca�ng on 

behalf of all those who suffer persecu�on for their religious faith for the last 40 years.  90% 

of our work is on behalf of Chris�ans, for they are, without doubt, the most persecuted 

religious group in the world today.  However, CSW has as its mo:o, “Freedom of Religion 

for All.”  Our work therefore extends to advoca�ng on behalf of Rohingya Muslims in 

Myanmar, Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan and members of Falun Gong in China.  We see no 

contradic�on in doing this, because we believe it is what Jesus would do and we do not 

need to accept the beliefs of such groups to show the love of God for them. 

Let me give you an example of how this can work in the opposite direc�on.  Hoa Hao 

Buddhist and ac�vist Nguyen Bac Truyen went on a hunger strike last year to protest the 

mistreatment of a fellow prisoner, who happened to be a Roman Catholic human rights 

lawyer.  Earlier this year Truyen was awarded the 2020 Stefanus Prize, a human rights prize 

given to individuals for outstanding contribu�ons to defending freedom of religion or 

belief.  We thank God for those who stand up for the rights of others, despite holding 

different beliefs from them. 

This brings me to what we can do to support such 

people.  Human rights lawyers do an incredible job 

advoca�ng for those who suffer for their faith, o+en 

at great risk to themselves.  One such is Michelle 

Chaudhry, the President of the Cecil and Iris 

Chaudhry Founda�on in Pakistan.  I had the honour 

of mee�ng her father, Group Captain Cecil Chaudhry, 

a number of years ago in London and Michelle has 

con�nued his good work of trying to bring about 

change and reconcilia�on in her home country and 

working to improve the condi�ons of religious 

minori�es in Pakistan.  She commented recently: “We in Pakistan live under very trying 

circumstances, religious persecu�on and intolerance at every level.” She went on to say, 

“There is so much pain and sadness in our world that frustra�ons and despair easily find 

their way into our lives, and it is at that �me that we feel so encouraged and strengthened 

to know that we have wonderful people out there who care and are praying for us.” 

Why not then, send a card to Michelle this Christmas to further encourage her.  You will 

find her address at the bo:om of this ar�cle.  If you wish you could add your own address 

since I know that she and her team would be delighted to write back to you. 

Write to her at the following address: 16C/1-A, Gulberg II, Lahore 54600, Pakistan and 

don’t forget to pray for her and her fellow workers. 

To find out more about the work of CSW simply go on to their website, www.csw.org.uk  

Keith Davies, Regional Ambassador, CSW. 



Sam Parnell 
Youth Leader 

Email: Youth@Christchurchalsager.uk. 
Tel: 01270 872291 Christ Church Youth 

As many of you will know from my first ar�cle in this magazine at the 

beginning of the year where I introduced myself, I grew up going to church, 

and whilst I never really had a �me where I rebelled or completely stopped 

believing in God, I did have a bit of a rocky patch through my younger teenage years, and it 

would have been easy for my life to have taken a very different direc�on. 

When I was around 13, a few disturbing truths about my dad came to light, and my family 

discovered that for most of my life he’d been commiOng a hidden crime, and had also 

been unfaithful to my mum.  This ul�mately resulted in them separa�ng, and my dad 

spending �me as a guest of Her Majesty.   

This completely sha:ered my image of what a father should be, and consequently 

impacted on my percep�on of God as a loving father.  If God was anything like my dad, 

how could I trust him?  How did I know he wasn’t going to let me down or hurt me or my 

family?  

Thankfully that’s not where the story ended.  I con�nued going to church on and off 

through this season, though mainly for the opportunity to spend �me with friends a+er 

the services, and God started to put a group of people who acted as ‘spiritual parents’ 

around me, who showed me that He hadn’t given up on me.  These people spent �me 

with me, encouraged me, did their best to answer the difficult ques�ons I had, and helped 

me to grow when I got things wrong.  Ul�mately, I believe that group of spiritual parents 

who God put in my life is the reason I didn’t lose my faith, and that they ul�mately helped 

me to fall in love with God and choose to spend my life sharing him with others. 

2020 has been a difficult year for everyone, and the young people in our church and in our 

community are no excep�on.  Many of them have been subject to prolonged uncertainty 

about their exams and future prospects, which would be stressful enough even without a 

pandemic.  Their families might have faced job losses or money worries, and these can 

have a big impact on how things feel for everyone at home. Some of them also feel that in 

being sent back to school they were treated as ‘guinea pigs’ to see how the virus would 

spread, and then they were amongst the first to be blamed when cases started to rise 

again.  It would be easy for any young person to look at their experiences of 2020 and ask 

‘Where was God in all of this?’ 

I believe that now, more than ever, young people need spiritual parents.  

In the past the church has o+en reached out to young people through youth clubs and 

ac�vi�es, trips and residen�al camps, discipleship courses like ‘Alpha’, Sunday school, 

youth worship services.  Sadly, though, none of these things are currently possible under 

the restric�ons we face, and even if they were possible, I don’t think they could ever take 

the place of the types of discipling rela�onships we should be developing with the young 

people who are a part of our church community. 

Throughout the bible we see countless examples of people who are more mature in their 

faith developing those who are less mature. From Eli and Samuel, to Naomi and Ruth, to  



Moral ques"ons from the pandemic 

You may have missed it at the �me. The movie ‘Contagion’ didn’t make much of an 

impact when it was released for public viewing in 2011. Perhaps it was thought to be 

unrealis�c. It was about a highly contagious, unknown virus, transmi:ed by an infected 

bat to a pig in a Chinese marketplace. From there it spread like wildfire round the 

world.   

It was fic�on then of course, but not so far-fetched as to be distant from reality, as we 

now know. Deadly viruses, and the plagues they cause, have been part of world history 

since �me began. In the early days, when travel between con�nents was infrequent, 

their spread was slower and usually confined to local regions. 

The way the film’s imaginary plot develops bears an uncanny resemblance to what we 

have experienced this year. Panic buying emp�es supermarkets, whole popula�ons 

adopt social distancing, scien�sts work flat out to iden�fy the virus and then search for a 

means to combat it. Meanwhile, millions are infected, and quaran�nes are imposed. 

The story progresses far beyond the reality which is familiar to us. The irresponsible use 

of social media and false rumours of a cure lead to the loo�ng of pharmacies. 

Emergency food supplies are ransacked, law and order break down. Troops police the 

streets. Then there’s a breakthrough: a vaccine is discovered. But that raises a new 

moral problem: who will get it first and what would be a fair distribu�on system? 

The movie is s�ll available via NeTlix, or you can buy a DVD online. Despite the 

inevitable carnage of the pandemic and the suffering it portrays, it contrives to have a 

rela�vely happy ending.   

In real life, we haven’t got that far yet. But, please God, we will. A+er all, most deadly 

diseases are now under control and both vaccina�on and immunisa�on are part and 

parcel of everyday life; old ‘uns take it for granted that their GP will summon them for an 

an�-flu jab each winter.   But we may face an ethical dilemma when it comes to a 

vaccine for Covid-19. If there’s an ini�al shortage, who should get it first? Should money 

come into it? Are Chris�an principles applicable?  

Paul and Timothy, to Jesus and the disciples, scripture is full of rela�onships that are 

characterised by two or more people journeying together through the good, the bad, and 

the ugly of life, and seeing growth happening as a result.   

So take some �me this week to think about whether God has put any young people in your 

life who he might want you to journey with. Maybe He is calling you to be a spiritual parent 

to a young person, but even if not, it’s important for all of us to think about the type of 

example we set, and how we guide those who are s�ll figuring out their faith. Let’s inspire 

the next genera�on, not through the programs we run, or the crea�ve ways we devise of 

capturing their a:en�on, but by the example we set, and the lessons we share through the 

�me we spend with them.  

Young people need spiritual parents to look up to, who will not only tell them how to live a 

full and Jesus centred life, but who’ll show them, and who will journey with them through 

the good �mes, and be there for them through the difficult �mes. Could that be you? 



Rachel Mason  
Children and Families Leader 

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk 

Tel: 01270 872291 

 

Christ Church Families  

Lots to do for children and families 

All welcome! 

Join us this Christmas online or in-person to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Advent is a �me of prepara�on and expecta�on, looking forward to the celebra�on of 

Christmas. This year has been difficult for everyone, and I’m sure for most of us Christmas 

will be different. But in this difficulty and difference, one thing remains constant, God. At 

Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus, Emmanuel meaning ‘God with us’. We are 

reminded that God came down to live as one of us, in the midst of the darkness of this 

world, so He knows what it is to feel pain and grief, to struggle with what is happening 

around us and in our own lives. I encourage you this Christmas to reflect on the real story of 

the Na�vity, it’s not just a cute story to be acted out by children, but a real event, ‘His story’. 

Let ‘His story’ change your story, let Him step into your life and let Him be with you as 

Emmanuel. The birth of Jesus is something worth celebra�ng, even, if 

not especially, in the darkest of �mes. 

Outdoor Na"vity - Saturday 5th December 

A social-distanced walk-through Na�vity with live animals. Your family 

group will travel around the church grounds stopping at each of five 

sta�ons to experience the events of the Na�vity. Pre-booking is 

essen�al.  To book your slot email:  

christchurchoffice@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01270 872291. 

Crib Services - Christmas Eve 3pm & 4pm 

A short interac�ve service for all ages reflec�ng on the events of the Na�vity.  

Pre-booking essen�al, contact christchurchoffice@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01270 872291. 

Toddler Time 

During term-�me, we con�nue to have Toddler Time on Mondays 10am livestreamed on 

the 'Christ Church Families at Home' Facebook group. Do join me and my puppet friends for 

songs and a Bible story each week. If you miss us live you can always catch up later. 

Parent Chat Zoom 

We run a group called Parent Chat which at present meets every Monday on Zoom at 10:30

-11:30am during term-�me. It is a group of parents with children of all different ages who 

meet together to encourage and support one another. If you would like to join us you are 

most welcome, simply contact Rachel (details below), to get the Zoom details.  

Do join our Facebook group 'Christ Church Families at Home' to get resources and ac�vi�es 

to do with your children at home, as well as some encouragement.  

God bless 

Rachel  

Rachel Mason (Children and Families Leader) 

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk 



Rachel Mason  
Children and Families Leader 

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk 

Tel: 01270 872291 

 

Christ Church Families  

Lots to do for children and families 

All welcome! 

 

Messy Christmas 

Celebrating the birth of Jesus, the baby that 
changed the world! 

Jesus, God’s gift to us. 
Ac"vi"es 

If you can’t get exactly these materials, just see what you can find around the house 

instead!  

 

Na"vity Collage 

You will need: paper or card, coloured pens or crayons, glue, different materials from 

your home or garden 

What to do: Create a Na�vity picture using 

different materials. Gather materials from 

around the home, and enjoy a nature hunt 

outside to find natural items such as s�cks, 

stones, soil and leaves. Draw, colour and s�ck to 

make your messy Na�vity collage.  

Talk about all the different people, animals, 

textures and smells in the Na�vity story. Can you 

imagine what it must have been like in the 

stable? Talk together about how perfectly messy 

the Na�vity story is and how from it, we received 

the best gi+ ever in Jesus! 

 

Christmas Stars 

You will need: paper or card; glue, �n foil and/or shiny paper, coloured pens or crayons, 

string or ribbon (op�onal) 

What to do: Draw a star on your paper/card. Cut 

out your star and cover it in foil or shiny paper 

(you could glue this or wrap it around �ghtly). 

Decorate your star and make it shine! You could 

make your Christmas star into a hanging 

decora�on by adding ribbon or string. 

Talk about the very important star that led the 

way to baby Jesus in the stable. The star was a 

very important part of the journey made by 

those looking for the new King. Isn’t that 

amazing? Would you have trusted God and followed the star? 



Junk Model Na"vity Scene 

You will need: clean junk from the recycling bin, glue, 

scissors, colouring pencils or crayons, paint (op�onal) 

What to do: Have a rummage through your recycling 

bin and choose some junk to make your Na�vity 

scene. You could think about finding material for the 

stable, Mary and Joseph, baby Jesus, donkey (and 

other stable animals), star, shepherds, angels, and 

wise men. S�ck, glue, colour, and paint to create your very own 3D Na�vity scene. Use 

your imagina�on and get crea�ve!  

Talk about all the different people and animals in the Christmas story. Talk about the great 

gi+ of Jesus and how, although he was king, he came to earth as a �ny baby in a stable. 

 

Bobbing oranges  

You will need: a large bowl or container of water, 

oranges or clemen�nes 

What to do: Float your orange or clemen�ne in the 

water and watch it float to the surface. Peel the orange 

and try again – what do you think will happen? Watch as 

the orange sinks – wow! Enjoy a tasty snack. Orange 

peel is full of �ny air pockets; making the orange float to 

the surface when put in water! Removing the peel (and 

all the air pockets) means that the orange is heavier and will sink. 

Talk about God sending Jesus as a gi+ to the world – a gi+ for you and for me! Think about 

the orange peel enabling the orange to float. Jesus is like the orange peel with the air 

pockets – he wraps his love around us - and with him, all things are possible! 

 

Celebra"on  

Sing the song ‘Born is the King (It’s Christmas)’ by Hillsong Kids, a song we o+en do at 

Christmas �me at Christ Church, you can find it on YouTube: h:ps://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=EnMBUjCPaZ0 

Read the Christmas story together and remember the wonderful gi+ of Jesus. 

Here are some of the key verses of the Christmas story in the Bible:  

• Mary visits Elizabeth: Luke 1:39–45  

• The birth of Jesus: Luke 2:1–20  

• The shepherds: Luke 2:15–20  

• Jesus is the light: John 1:9–14  

• God’s love: John 3:16  

• The wise men (Epiphany): Ma:hew 2:1–12  

Or you could read it in any Children’s Story Bible 

Why not check out this version ‘It Begins in Bethlehem’ on YouTube: h:ps://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=D06k9vulAVQ 



Chat about:  

• How do you feel about the story today?  

• How does the Christmas story make you feel?  

• Why do you think God sent Jesus?  

• Would you have followed the star?  

• How do you think Mary and Joseph felt to be given the job of being Jesus’ mum and 

dad? Why do you think this?  

• What does Christmas mean to you? 

Prayer:  

Lord God, Thank you for our Messy Christmas celebra�on! (Thumbs up!)  

Help us to remember that you sent your Son Jesus as a baby to save the whole world!  

(Put your arms together and rock them like a baby.)  

Thank you for sending Jesus as a gi+ to us.  

(Put your hands in front of you, like you are receiving a present.) 

Help us to show your love to others and shine your light in our world.  

(Cover your heart with both hands and make ‘twinkly star’ shapes with your hands.) 

Amen (Put your poin#ng finger out in front of you and move it in a spiral shape as you say 

‘Amen’!) 

Happy Christmas from the Messy Church Team! 



Children’s Corner 



Children’s Corner 



News from our Wycliffe link project 

Wycliffe Bible Translators is celebra�ng with the YouVersion Bible app, one of its partner 

organisa�ons, which has announced that Scripture is now available on its app in 1,500 

languages. This represents a 15-fold increase in just eight years. 

Peter Brassington, who serves with Wycliffe in helping 

people to access and engage with digital Scriptures, says: 

‘Wycliffe’s vision, working in partnership with others, is to 

enable everyone to have access to God’s word in the 

language that speaks to them best – and in whatever form 

suits them best. Increasingly in this digital world, that 

includes making God’s word available not just through 

print but also digitally. So this is fabulous news that further 

shows the accelera�on that is happening in the work of 

Bible transla�on, following the release of the Bible 

sta�s�cs a few weeks ago.’ 

The progress in the availability of Scripture on 

YouVersion has grown steadily through the decade. 

The 100th language to have digital Scripture was 

reached in 2012; the 500th in 2014; the 1000th in 

2016, and now the 1,500th on 29 October this year 

(see image, right). 

Wycliffe’s goal is for all people to be able to engage 

with the Bible in the language they know best. 

Transla�ng the Bible is key to that, but so is 

distribu�ng the completed transla�on as widely as possible – including through digital 

means. 

This increased distribu�on is having a profound impact on people’s lives. For example, 

a+er seeing a digital version of the Malila New Testament, one Malila speaker in Tanzania 

said: ‘My whole life I had never thought that there would be a day when I would be able 

to see what I have seen today. Truly, I have seen God and heard him speaking to me.’ 

James Poole, Execu�ve Director of Wycliffe, comments: ‘This is such exci�ng news! In this 

age, having God’s word in digital form or online is crucial to reaching as many people as 

possible with the good news of Jesus. A key aspect of the work of Bible transla�on is to 

get people engaging with God’s word, and having it available digitally is a vital part of 

this. We hear many reports of people coming to faith in Jesus as they read or listen to the 

Scriptures online or on their phones in their own language, and we make transla�ons 

widely available to enable this.’ 

YouVersion’s milestone of 1,500 languages is part of the bigger picture of the 

accelera�on of Scripture being available on Bible apps. When YouVersion is added to 

other plaTorms such as Faith Comes By Hearing, global.bible and other individual sites 

and apps, Scripture is available digitally or online in 1,968 languages (image overleaf). 

Peter comments: ‘The celebra�ons for reaching the 2,000 mark among these combined 

Bible apps are not far away, but each language is special and churches can play a part by  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ensuring people in their community can access Scripture. I’d love to see every church 

website point people to online Bibles.’ 

However, there is s�ll much work to do. There are over 7,300 languages in the world, so 

only about 20% are represented on YouVersion, and only about 27% on YouVersion and the 

other plaTorms. 1 in 5 people are s�ll wai�ng for the Bible in their own language. 

James says: ‘These are very encouraging figures, and the work of Bible transla�on is 

accelera�ng. However, Wycliffe con�nues to press on for the 1 in 5 who currently do not 

have the Bible in the language that they understand best.’  
All images © 2020 Wycliffe Bible Translators  

Hope amid uncertainty 

By Canon Paul Hardingham  

‘Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son and will call Him Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 7:14) 

This promise to King Ahaz in 8
th

 century Judah is fulfilled in the coming of Jesus at the first 

Christmas: ‘God with Us’ (Ma:hew 1:23). Ahaz faced the military threat of Syria invading 

Israel, but Isaiah tells him not to panic. He can trust God, who is in control of the na�on. 

For us, Coronavirus brings deep uncertainty as we come to another New Year. We live with 

the threat from the virus, economic uncertainty, separa�on from family and friends, the 

loss of loved ones and the anxiety that isola�on brings. Yet the message of Immanuel 

brings hope, as it did for Ahaz! Christmas changes everything forever! God has declared in 

Christ that He is with us and for us, not absent from or against us. His love is larger than 

our sin, fears or guilt: ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’ (Romans 8:31). 

As we prepare for the most unusual Christmas ever, let’s not forget: 

God with us means that He is on my side and by my side. In the uncertain�es of life I am 

never alone. 

God with us means that everything will work out according to His plan. My life isn’t just a 

series of meaningless occasions or mistakes.  

God with us means that even when others show they are not there for me, God is. 

God with us means when circumstances change, He will give me the strength I need. 

God is with me: He isn’t far away, but has made the journey into my world. Here is the 

hope for the future, once we get past the trees, gi+s, turkey stuffing and pudding! 



Journeys or lockdown this Christmas? 

Christmas is a busy �me for travel, as many of us venture a great distance to see family or 

friends again. But this year coronavirus may well put an end to all that.  Although the 

Government restric�ons that will be in place around Christmas �me are not at all clear at 

the moment, seeing all our loved ones this Christmas will be difficult, and in come cases, 

impossible. Whatever the new regula�ons, soon we may not be travelling anywhere very 

much at all.  

Have you no�ced that the 

Christmas story is about 

journeys? It begins with Mary 

and Joseph travelling from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem. Then, 

some shepherds receive news 

from an angel about a special 

birth. They travel through the 

night, across dark fields and 

down unlit streets to search 

for the baby Jesus. 

A+er this, in an eastern country some wise men see a new star, one that heralds a new 

king. They leave home and set out with only the star to guide them, and their faith to 

reassure them that someone special is wai�ng at the end of their journey. 

All these travellers must have wondered what really lay ahead. Nothing was fully 

understood, carefully planned for, or safe. They all travelled with ques�ons and 

uncertain�es. But God had come unexpectedly into their lives, and suddenly they were 

given new roles to serve Him. Despite worldly circumstances that could have crushed 

them, they stood firm and trusted God all the way. 

These travellers’ tales tell us that God may suddenly enter into our familiar, or this year, 

unfamiliar circumstances. He may come in surprising ways, to prompt us into new avenues 

of service. At first His call on us 

may be uncomfortable and 

challenging.  

If our response is anything like 

Joseph, Mary, the shepherds and 

wise men – to be obedient to His 

call in serving, witnessing and 

worshipping, we shall be greatly 

blessed and rewarded. 

We are all on life’s journey. If we 

travel with God, He will be 

faithful and lead us to His 

heavenly Home. - Lester Amann 



Giving by Text & Mobile Phone 
 

During this difficult time our income is significantly reduced.  Did you 
know that you can give by text or mobile phone?  This will help with 
our cash flow.  
Thank you. 
 

Text: chchalsager (followed by a 
number between 1 and 20 to 
match your donation) to 70085  

e.g. to donate £10 text 
chchalsager10 to 70085.  Texts will 
cost your donated amount plus 
one standard rate text. 
 

You can also give by scanning this 
QR Code on your mobile phone.  
Simply point your phone camera at 
it and follow the on-screen instructions. 

Cathedrals ba=ered by the pandemic  
Cathedrals have struggled this year, as Covid

-19 dras�cally cut visitor numbers, and thus 

income has plummeted. Numbers of lay staff 

in cathedrals across the country have been 

facing possible redundancy, as the financial 

impact of the pandemic con�nues to hit.  

Westminster Abbey alone is losing 20 per 

cent of its staff as it faces a “breath-taking” 

loss of up to £12million next year. 

Now 20 other cathedrals have been handed 

a lifeline by the Government’s £1.57 billion 

Culture Recovery Fund. They include 

Canterbury, Chichester, Coventry, Derby, Ely, 

Exeter, Gloucester, Hereford, Leicester, 

Lincoln, Liverpool, Portsmouth, Salisbury, 

Southwell Minster, St Albans, Sheffield, 

Truro, Wells, Winchester and Worcester. 

 



Oakhanger Church 

News from Oakhanger 

Dear All, 

I trust this message finds you well and that you 

are coping in these challenging �mes. 

May lock-down be a �me of opportunity and growth in your personal faith and 

rela�onships. 

There are many opportuni�es to share our faith as we learn to use social media resources - 

a phone call, a le:er, email etc. At Oakhanger we have decided to send more Christmas 

cards and le:ers as a personal gesture to those we know and as a way of opening doors to 

those who are feeling isolated and lonely.   

Please con�nue to pray for one another at this challenging �me. 

• Pray especially for those who are alone. 

• Pray for opportuni�es to reach into the loneliness and isola�on with le:ers and phone 

calls.   

• Pray for those who have lost loved ones and feel unable to grieve fully due to the 

restric�ons. 

• Pray for those who work in health and other front line services. 

• Pray for our government and for all in authority. Pray that God will raise up leaders 

around the world to work for peace and healing of the na�ons. Pray also for the USA as 

they seek to stabilise their country. 

• Pray for our churches that they may be a source of encouragement to their local 

community and beyond. 

• Pray for the Oakhanger Christmas celebra�ons on Tuesday 6th December.   

We have much to pray for but let us not forget that true prayer comes from hearts of 

praise "in everything with thanks let your requests be known to God" 

Finally a word of encouragement from Psalm 18:1-6 and 46  

"The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my saviour.. the Lord lives" 

Let us con�nue to support and encourage one another with words of faith and hope in 

Christ who has promised to be a "wall of fire"  round His people Zech 2:5 

Keep in touch and share your news and prayer requests. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Keep safe and may God bless you with all the riches of his love in Jesus 

Graham 

Graham Bushill, Oakhanger Project 

E-mail: oakchallenge@aol.com 

Mobile: 0799 993 2963 

Our Privacy Policy can be found on our Website: www.oakhanger.org 







To advertise contact  Debbie on 872291 

 

 
Local Painter and  

Decorator 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Special rates for OAPs.  

 
Full professional decorating 

service. 
Taking the pain out of painting 

since 1995. 

 
Saul Cooke 

07856 74 00 48 
Saul.cooke@googlemail.com 



Church Services 

While it is great to get back to church, things are now very different and subject to change.  ALL 
services must be booked in advance.  Please remember to book your seats for services and 
Children’s Church by 12 noon on Wednesday (see phone number and email address below). 

 

THEME—Mission Shaped Living  

6th December Confidence - Luke 5.1-10  

 9am Reflective Service with Holy Communion
1
 

 11am  Informal service with Holy Communion
1,2

 

13th December Courage - John 16.1-15  

 9am Reflective Service with Holy Communion
1
 

 11am  Informal service
1,2

  

20th December Compassion - 2 Corinthians 5.11-6.2  

 9am & 11am No Services  
 5pm Carol Service

1,2
 - with Children’s activities in the Church Hall

1
 

 7pm Carol Service
1,2

 

24th December  

 3pm & 4pm Crib Service
1
  

 6pm & 11pm Christmas Eve Holy Communion
1
 

25th December  

 10:30am Christmas Celebration
1,2

  

27th December  

 9am & 11am No Services 

 8pm Service of Worship (on Facebook—details to follow) 

3rd January The Magi - Isaiah 60.1-9, Matthew 2.1-12 

 9am Reflective Service
1
 

 11am  Informal service
1,2

 

10th January To be confirmed 

 9am A Reflective Service with Holy Communion
1
 

 11am  Informal Service with Holy Communion
1,2

 

17th January To be confirmed 

 9am Reflective Service
1
  

 11am  Informal service
1,2

 

24th January To be confirmed 

 9am Reflective Service with Holy Communion
1
 

 11am Informal service with Holy Communion
1,2

 

31st January To be confirmed 

 9am Reflective Service
1
 

 11am Informal service
1,2

 

 

1 - In person, 2 - Live Streamed and recording available afterwards 

 

Online Service 

If you can’t make it to church, our 11am Service will be available on our website for you to watch 

later.  Our new YouTube channel is: https://tinyurl.com/chchalsager  
 

We are hoping to live stream services within the next couple of weeks.  
Church Office: 01270 872291 admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

Vicar -  Rev’d Daran Ward: 01270 878537 vicar@christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Christchurchalsager           @chchalsager  

www.christchurchalsager.uk 


