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Dear friends, 

It was just over a year ago that the WHO (World Health 

Organisa�on) discussed the coronavirus that was star�ng to 

spread around the world. None of us could have foreseen the 

devasta�ng effect on our world, with 111 million people 

infected and nearly two and half million deaths to date. How 

has the pandemic challenged our faith, as we look back over the 

last year?  

Firstly, it has forced us to face up to the reality of our 

situa�on. We cannot underes�mate the health, social and economic effects of the virus 

on our lives, churches and communi�es. We have learned how to do church online, but 

the future shape of church life is uncertain! As the apostle Paul writes: ‘We are hard 

pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 

abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the 

death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body’ (2 Cor 4.8-10). 

The pandemic has challenged so much of what we take for granted, but also 

demonstrated that God is alongside to help us in these circumstances. 

Secondly, alongside the fear and uncertainty of this year, we have also learned to find 

new faith and hope in Jesus. The experience of Jesus’ death and resurrec�on provides a 

pa8ern for us in facing the future: ‘For we who are alive are always being given over to 

death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, 

death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.’ (2 Cor 4:11-12).  

Thirdly, the power of Easter has not been diminished. Paul’s recent and profound 

awareness of death (see 2 Cor 1:8–10) had led to an intensified understanding of the ‘all-

surpassing power’ of God to deliver him, and Paul con�nues: ‘because we know that the 

one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us 

with you to himself’’ (2 Cor 4.8-10). 

During the season of Lent, as we an�cipate the events at Easter, it’s good to focus on the 

promise of sharing in the death and resurrec�on of Jesus. As we consider our present 

struggles, are we ready to surrender them to Jesus? May the hope of Easter Day help us 

fix our eyes on Jesus. 

Yours in Christ 

Daran  

Many thanks for  our lovely cover photo  to Perry who has been out and about taking 

pictures of Alsager’s wildlife.  Don’t forget our photography compe��on for the 2022 

Christchurch Calendar.  See the advert overleaf. 





SOME GOOD NEWS STORIES FROM CSW 

As many of you will know, CSW works in Government and at the UN to expose cases of 

religious persecu�on in over 20 countries around the world and to bring pressure on 

governments to treat their religious minori�es fairly.  The organiza�on supports this work 

through prayer and advocacy. 

Three people who have benefi8ed from this in the last year are Fatemah Bakhteri from 

Iran,  Roberto Quinones Haces from Cuba and Pastor A Dao from Vietnam. 

Fatemah Bakhteri was sentenced to one year in prison and was 

barred from social ac�vi�es for two years aFer being found 

guilty of “spreading propaganda against the regime.” Happily, 

she was released temporarily aFer serving the first few months 

of her sentence and was later informed she had been pardoned 

for Persian New year.  She is one of a number of prisoners in 

Iran who have been granted early release as part of efforts to 

control the rapid spread of Covid 19 in Iran’s prison system. 

Roberto Quinones Haces is a journalist and a lawyer.  Both 

are very risky professions to hold in Cuba today.  He was 

imprisoned on 11 September 2019 on charges of 

“disobedience” and “resistance” because of his work as 

an independent journalist.  This stemmed from his 

repor�ng on the trial of two Cuban pastors, who had been 

accused of withdrawing their children from school due to 

teacher-led bullying because of their family’s faith.  CSW 

was one of a number of interna�onal human rights 

organiza�ons who called for his release.  This bore fruit 

when he was released from prison on 2 September 2020. 

Pastor A Dao was released on 18 September 

aFer more than four years in prison in 

Vietnam. This was nearly a year before his 

expected release date. 

Pastor A Dao was ini�ally arrested in 2016 

while on his way to visit some members of 

his church following a conference on 

freedom of religion and belief.  He was 

accused of “illegally taking people to 

Thailand” – a charge he denies.  During his imprisonment and since his release his church 

has experienced regular harassment from the authori�es. 

These are just a few of the real-life stories which come our way week by week.  They are 

good news and we should thank God for them, but let us not forget the many thousands of 

Chris�ans in dozens of countries around the world who con�nue to suffer for their faith in 

Jesus Christ.  If you want to find out more about them or maybe to support the work of 

CSW just go on the website, www.csw.org.uk. - Keith Davies, Regional Ambassador, CSW. 



Mothers’ design 

When God was crea�ng mothers, he was deep in his sixth day of over�me. An angel 

appeared and said, ‘You’re doing a lot of fiddling around on this one.’ And God answered, 

‘Look at the requirement on this order and you’ll understand why. She has to be 

completely washable but not plas�c. Have 180 movable parts, each one replaceable. Run 

on black coffee and leFovers. Have a kiss that can cure anything from a broken leg to a 

disappointed love affair. And have six pairs of hands.’ 

The angel shook her head, ‘Six pairs of hands? That’s not possible even for you, O God.’ 

‘It’s not the hands that are causing me problems,’ replied the L ORD. ‘It’s the three pairs 

of eyes that mothers are supposed to have.’ ‘Are the three pairs of eyes supposed to be 

on the standard model?’ asked the angel. The Lord nodded gravely. ‘One pair that sees 

through closed doors when she asks, “What are you kids doing in there?” - even though 

she already knows. Another pair in the back of her head that sees what she’s not 

supposed to see but what she has to know about. And of course the ones here in front 

that can look at a child when he does something really silly and reflect, “I understand and 

I love you.” even thought she doesn’t u8er a word.’  

‘Lord,’ said the angel gently, ‘get some rest. Tomorrow….try again.’ ‘I can’t,’ said the Lord. 

‘I’m so close to crea�ng something so similar to myself. Already I have one who heals 

herself when she is sick, can feed a family of six on three hundred grams of mince, and 

get a nine year old to stay under a shower for an incredible two minutes. 

The angel circled the model of the mother very slowly and sighed, ‘It’s much too soF 

dear God.’ ‘SoF, yes, but tough too,’ said the Lord excitedly. ‘You cannot imagine what 

the mother can do or endure.’ ‘Can it think?’ asked the angel. ‘Not only think,’ said the 

Creator, ‘ it can also reason and compromise.’ Finally the angel bent over and ran her 

fingers across the cheek. ‘There’s a leak,’ she said suddenly. ‘I told you that you were 

trying to put too much into this model. You can’t ignore the stress factor.’ 

The Lord moved in for a closer look and 

gently liFed the drop of moisture to his 

finger where it glistened and sparkled 

in the light. ‘It’s not a leak,’ God said. 

‘It’s a tear.’ The angel looked puzzled, 

‘A tear? What’s that for?’ ‘It’s for joy, 

sadness, disappointment, compassion, 

pain, loneliness, and pride.’ ‘You are a 

genius,’ said the angel rapturously. 

The Lord looked sombre and said, ‘I 

didn’t put it there.’ 

(From the book ‘Gatherings’ by 

Bronwen Wild. The reading “And God 

created Mothers” by Erma Bombeck is 

on p18.) 



Here you will find the latest news, stories and prayer requests from the Aru Project. Find 

out how God has used your generosity to transform lives!  

Con�nuing the work  

Covid-19 has had a considerable impact on 

the Dobel team and their work, but they 

have not let it stop the transla�on project.  

They are very grateful for technology which 

has enabled them to meet over Zoom while 

some of them have been living back in the 

UK. They will be unable to return to 

Indonesia un�l aFer they have received a 

vaccine.  

The team members in the Aru Islands have 

been able to carry out community checks on 

1 and 2 Peter and Hebrews. This involves 

reading through the books with members of 

the local community to ensure that they 

make sense to the people who are going to 

be using them. They were then able to report 

back, using Zoom, to those who weren’t able 

to be there in person.  

Plans for the future  

The team is looking forward to the future 

when Covid-19 restric�ons have liFed. They 

would like to visit all of the villages with 

Dobel speaking churches on the Aru Islands 

this year, to encourage them to use Dobel 

Scriptures in church and Bible study groups.  

However, it isn’t easy to travel around the 

islands. The public transport system is not reliable; they could wait for days, or even a 

week, for a boat, and not all of the villages have a boat service. The best op�on is to hire a 

speed boat, but this is quite expensive.  

If they are able to make the trip, they will be giving away Scripture por�ons and other 

literature, and also encouraging people to download the Bible app, as smart phones are 

becoming more widely used.  - January 2021  

wycliffe.org.uk/projects  



Team news  
One team member in the Aru Islands, 

Yustus, tested posi�ve for Covid-19, but 

he was not seriously ill, and has 

recovered. AFer his diagnosis the office 

had to be closed for a few weeks over 

Christmas, but has since reopened.  

Changes to updates  
We wanted to let you know that these 

project updates will be changing. In 

order to ensure we are stewarding our 

resources well, we shall be sending 

updates twice a year rather than 

quarterly. We pray these will con�nue to 

encourage you as you see God at work 

across the world.  

Praise and Prayer 
Give thanks for:  
• The recovery of Yustus from Covid-19  

• The provision of technology to allow work to 

con�nue via video conferencing  

• The progress that has been made, despite the 

challenges.  

Please pray for: 
• Protec�on for the team and the community from 

Covid-19  

• The team members in the UK, that they will get 

vaccinated and be able to return to Indonesia soon  

• The transla�on consultant to be able to come 

safely to the Aru Islands to carry out consultant 

checks.  

 

Thank you for partnering with the Aru community in prayer and financial support.  

January 2021  - Aru Project, Indonesia  



Sam Parnell 
Youth Leader 

Email: Youth@Christchurchalsager.uk. 
Tel: 01270 872291 Christ Church Youth 

I was recently reminded that it has now been a li8le over a year since I 

took the posi�on of Youth Leader at Christ Church, and whilst it certainly 

wasn’t the year that any of us were expec�ng, I have been taking an 

opportunity to reflect on my �me here thus far. I’m sure that like me, many of us find it 

much easier to remember all of the difficul�es that 2020 brought, but I have set myself to 

trying to remember the good things that God has done, and recognise his hand in even 

the hardest of circumstances.  

In the early months of last year, I was privileged to take over the Revive youth group and 

lead it for a short �me, along with a Sunday morning youth ministry as part of our 

worship services, and work closely with Jonny Newbould from Wesley Place Methodist 

Church on groups like AYUP @ Costa Coffee, C.O.R.E. at Alsager High School, and a joint 

youth discipleship group. 

Even aFer the pandemic struck and stopped much of our youth work, Jonny and I have 

con�nued to jointly run an online youth group, as well as suppor�ng the high school 

through the Eco-Garden project, and some detached work at lunch �mes. Along with the 

Alsager Partnership, I was also able to run a FIFA online football tournament for young 

people during the summer holidays, and plans are con�nuing to take shape for future 

projects. 

Despite all of these opportuni�es, I know that God has much more in store for us to do to 

reach the young people of Alsager with the good news of Jesus, and as I have been 

praying recently, God has brought the story of Joshua in the bible to my mind, and I think 

we can all learn something from Joshua. 

Joshua showed countless �mes through his life that he trusted God, even when it seemed 

like everyone around him despised him for it. As one of the twelve spies who entered the 

land God had promised them, Joshua was one of only two who trusted that God would 

be with them if they tried to conquer it, and he was almost stoned to death for standing 

up to the other spies. AFer this, it would be a further forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness and facing trials before he would become the leader of Israel and finally lead 

them into the land that God had promised so long ago. 

I believe that like the Israelites, God has made us a promise. I strongly believe that God 

will use Christ Church to share his good news with the young people of Alsager, and to 

give them an opportunity to have a rela�onship with him, but that we need to be like 

Joshua and trust God, and hold onto his promises as he prepares us for what lies ahead. 

When the Israelites first reached the promised land, they had no idea that it would be 

another forty years before they would be ready to se8le there, and when I first took the 

posi�on as Youth Leader here none of us could have predicted the course that the 

pandemic has taken or the impact it would have on our lives, but I believe that if we hold 

on to God’s promises, trust him, and pray for his guidance and wisdom, he will con�nue 

to keep his promises to us just as he always has.  



St Francis of Assisi - love for the Crea!on 
St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the most 

a8rac�ve and best-loved of all the saints.  But he began 

by being anything but a saint.  Born the son of a wealthy 

cloth-merchant of Assisi, Francis’ youth was spent in fast

-living, par�es and on fast horses as a leader of the 

young society of the town. Then he went to the war 

between Assisi and Perugia, and was taken prisoner for 

a year.  

By the �me of his release, Francis had changed.  Perhaps 

his own suffering had awakened him to that of others.  

In any case, he abandoned warfare and carousing, and 

began to help the poor and the lepers of his area.  Then 

one day a voice which seemed to come from the crucifix 

in the small, semi-derelict church of Damiano Assisi ‘Go 

and repair my house, which you see is falling down’.  

This religious experience was a vital turning point in 

Francis’ life:  Jesus Christ became very real and immediate to him.  His first ac�on was to 

begin repairing the church, having sold some of his father’s cloth to pay for materials.  His 

father was not amused, in fact he was furious - un�l Francis renounced his inheritance 

and even his clothes by his drama�c stripping off in the public square of the town.  The 

Bishop of Assisi provided him with simple garments, and Francis began his new life. 

His inspira�on was always religious, not social, and the object of his quest was always the 

Crucified Christ, not Lady Poverty for her own sake. Francis rebuilt San Samiano, and then 

travelled as a pilgrim. His compassion for the poor and lepers became famous. Soon 

disciples joined him, and they set up a communal life in simple wa8le and daub huts. 

They went on occasional preaching tours. (Not un�l later did they become an Order 

whose theologians won fame in the Universi�es.) 

In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and his illusions about the Crusaders were 

sha8ered.  He went on to seek out the Sultan, and tried to convert him.  Back home, he 

found his Order was now 5,000 strong, and growing.  Francis stepped down as head, but 

con�nued to preach and was immensely popular. He died aFer a prolonged illness at the 

age of 45, and was canonised in 1228. 

Francis’ close rapport with the animal crea�on was well known.  The story of his 

preaching to the birds has always been a favourite scene from his life.  He also tamed the 

wolf of Gubbio.  This affinity emphasises his considera�on for, and sense of iden�ty with, 

all elements of the physical universe, as seen in his Can�cle of the Sun.  This makes him 

an apt patron of nature conserva�on. 

The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis.  Sadly, some films 

and books caricatured him as only a sen�mental nature-lover or a hippie drop out from 

society.  This ignores the real sternness of his character, and his all-pervasive love of God 

and iden�fica�on with Christ’s sufferings, which alone make sense of his life.  Two 

ancient, and many modern English churches are dedicated to him. 



How to handle tempta!on 

Canon Paul Hardingham 

“I can resist everything but tempta:on” (Oscar Wilde). During Lent we remember Jesus’ 

experience in the wilderness (Ma8hew 4:1-11), when ‘He was led by the Spirit.. to be 

tempted by the devil.’ (1). Tempta�on is a test of obedience, whether we do things our 

way or God’s way. AFer 40 days of fas�ng Jesus was �red, hungry and vulnerable. Like 

Him, the Devil will a8ack us at our most vulnerable moments, especially during this pan-

demic.  

The first tempta�on was to turn stones into bread: Jesus’ ministry was not about 

mee�ng His own needs, but being nourished by God’s Word. ‘We do not live by bread 

alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’ (Deuteronomy 8:3). Like Je-

sus, we are called to make God our priority and trust Him completely. 

The second tempta�on was to put God to the test: Jumping off the Temple pinnacle 

would have been a drama�c way for Jesus to gain popularity, but this is not God’s way! 

‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ (Deuteronomy 6:16). We too need to learn this 

lesson! 

The third tempta�on was to worship Satan: Finally, the devil took Jesus to a mountain to 

offer Him worldly power. In contrast, His calling as Messiah was marked by suffering and 

honouring God. ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only’ (Deuteronomy 6:13). 

This is oFen our experience in living for God. 

Jesus stands with us in our tempta�ons. As we claim the promises of Scripture, we will 

find strength in the power of the Spirit and the victory of the Cross. 

‘If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be depressed. But if 

you look at Christ, you'll be at rest!’ (Corrie Ten Boom). 

Joan Turner 
 

Many of you at Christ Church remember Joan Turner with affec:on.  Thank you so much 

to Edith Bowers who has wri>en these lovely words about her—Ed 

 

It was in December 1999 that I first met Joan at Christ Church. Over the next few months 

I got to know her be8er, as I called in at the ladieswear shop where she worked in the 

village.  Along with Barbara Bailey we formed a prayer triplet.   I didn't always agree with 

the topics of discussion we would have.  However we agreed to disagree and remained 

good friends.  Joan went on to lead our growth group at her home on Ivy Lane. In 2007 I 

moved next door to Joan where we became good neighbours.  I also met Pam Proctor 

who lived next to Joan on the other side over many cups of tea and Pam joined our 

group. There was always plenty of laughs and chat, and over the next few years our 

group grew and we con�nued our mee�ngs in the church hall. Over the years Joan was 

always there as a friend with lots of laughs and advice.  She was truly a Chris�an lady. 

Edith Bowers 



Rachel Mason  
Children and Families Leader 

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk 

Tel: 01270 872291 

 

Christ Church Families  

Lots to do for children and families 

On Sunday 14th March it’s Mothering Sunday – a day when we often show extra 

appreciation to our mothers, grandmothers and other women who are special to us. 

During the Covid pandemic many have been spending more time with family but, 

equally, many have not seen some close family members for a long time. I wonder 

what it has been like for you? Has this time made you appreciate your family more? 

Have you been able to show appreciation and love to your family or has this been 

difficult? Why not take the opportunity this month to voice your appreciation to your 

loved ones and to make an extra special effort to show them your love? 

Throughout this pandemic we continue to be church, meeting together in different 

ways to have fun and explore faith. You are welcome to join us on Zoom or 

Facebook for the various activities and groups we are running.  We are still working 

on plans for Easter, waiting to see what restrictions will be in place, so keep a look 

out for information about activities and services. 

Toddler Time - We are continuing to have Toddler Time on Mondays at 

10am livestreamed in the 'Christ Church Families at Home' Facebook group. 

Do join me and my puppet friends for songs and a Bible story each week. If you 

miss us live you can always catch up later. 

Parent Chat Zoom - We run a group called Parent Chat which at present meets 

every Monday on Zoom at 10:30-11:30am. It is a group of parents with children of 

all different ages who meet together to encourage and support one another. If you 

would like to join us you are most welcome, simply contact Rachel (details below), 

to get the Zoom details.  

Zoom Family Worship - In January we started having Zoom Family Worship on 
Sundays at 10am which is aimed at families with children. It is a short time where 
we can gather together to have fun and engage with God and one another. It is 
interactive with games, songs, Bible teaching and prayer. If you would like to join us, 
contact Rachel (details below) for the Zoom details.  
Do join our Facebook group 'Christ Church Families at Home' to get resources 

and activities to do with your children at home, as well as some encouragement.  

God bless 

Rachel  



Messy Easter 
Celebrating New Life 

in Jesus Christ 

 

Ac!vi!es  

If you can’t get exactly these materials, just see what you can find around the house 

instead!  

1. Cross  

You will need: whatever you can find at home! 

What to do: Create a cross out of whatever you can find in 

your house. You might want to make a cross out of wood 

and nails, mould a cross out of playdoh or clay, draw a cross 

on paper with different coloured pens… get crea�ve! 

Talk about why Jesus died on a cross. He did it for me and 

for you – so that we might have forgiveness for our sins – he did it out of love for us. Take 

a few moments to look at the cross you have created and think about what Jesus has 

done for you.  

2. Mummies 

You will need: toilet rolls, at least two people 

What to do: Choose one person to be wrapped up in toilet roll and one 

to do the wrapping. Now use the toilet rolls to wrap up the chosen 

person like an Egyp�an mummy! If you have four or more people you 

could have a race between you to see who is wrapped up the fastest or 

a compe��on to see who is the best wrapped mummy! At the end, the 

person wrapped up must break free from the wrapping, they could even 

shout ‘I’m alive!’ 

Talk about how Jesus died and was buried on Good Friday, but he didn’t 

stay dead! Jesus overcame death, he was raised to life, bringing new life 

to us all. Jesus is alive! I wonder what you make of that? 

3. Easter Garden 

You will need: tray, plant pot, soil, pebbles/

stones, two twigs, string or glue, moss/grass  

What to do: Create a miniature Easter garden 

using things you can find outside. Make sure you have a tomb 

to represent when Jesus was lain aFer he had died, a small 

plant pot works well, and a stone to go in front of the tomb to 

then be rolled away. Using two twigs and a bit of string or glue, 

create a cross to go in the garden to remind you of Jesus’ death 

on the cross. 

Talk about the Easter account, what happened on Good Friday, Easter Saturday and Easter 

Sunday? Why is it important? 



4. Chocolate Crispy Easter Nests 

You will need: heatproof bowl, chocolate, cornflakes/rice 

crispies, cake cases, mini eggs, mini chicks (op�onal) 

What to do: Melt chocolate in a heatproof bowl either over a 

pan of simmering water or in the microwave. S�r in as many 

cornflakes/rice crispies as you can, ensuring all are coated in 

chocolate. Divide the chocolate coated cornflakes/rice crispies between the cake cases.  

Talk about how eggs and chicks remind us of new life, what other things remind you are 

new life? Easter is a celebra�on of new life, through Jesus’ death and resurrec�on we can 

have new life and rela�onship with God. Do you want to have this new life? What would 

that mean for you? 

Celebra!on 

1. Listen to and/or sing the song ‘Sign Your Cross’ by Nick and Becky Drake, you can find 

it on YouTube: www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWiP6jEUl8Y. If you would like to learn 

the ac�ons, here is a video with ac�ons: www.youtube.com/watch?v=REWpX147iWI. 

2. Read or watch the Easter account. This can be found in Ma8hew 26:1-5, 14-75 & 

27:11-28:10 or in a Bible storybook. You could watch a video of the account on 

YouTube, such as this one: h8ps://youtu.be/HL8R158Ujp4.  

3. Chat about the Easter account: 

What part of the account stuck out to you? Perhaps something surprised you? 

Why did Jesus have to die?  

Why do we need forgiveness? 

What does having new life in Jesus mean? 

Do you want to have a rela�onship with God? 

Pray using this bu8erfly ac�vity: 

Jesus’ friends were surprised on Easter morning 

when the tomb was empty. Jesus had risen from 

the dead, bringing us new life and changing the 

world.  

Make a Bu8erfly… As the strange shape of the 

template is transformed into a beau:ful 

bu>erfly, so Jesus transformed the lives of 

people on earth. His life began when he was a small baby, symbolised by the 

caterpillar; he was crucified and died, symbolised by the cocoon; and he rose again as 

a bu>erfly rises into the sky, drying its new wings.  

Cut out the shape and write on it your hopes for the world as a prayer to God, fold it 

as shown in the picture 

and �e the centre with 

some thread and hang it 

up. 



Children’s Corner 



Children’s Corner 



GREAT NEWS!!!!! 

The Great Christ Church  

Kilometres Challenge 
 

An enormous thank you to everyone who took part in the 

challenge during January or supported someone who took part.  

We had fun, (hopefully) got fitter, built community and raised 

some money for Christ Church. 

 

We walked, ran and cycled the equivalent of Land’s End to John O'Groats and back 

(and a bit more!) and raised a magnificent 
 

£2,297.32 
 

Which of course will be doubled by an extremely generous donor who offered to 

match fund anything we raised to a total of £2,500,  
which makes the grand total raised 

 

£4,594.64 
 

Thank you so very much. 

 

Having a boy at University, this one tickled me especially, so I thought I’d share it with you - Ed 

Little old lady seeks handsome young man 

An advert appeared in a student newspaper of a university:  
 

“Sweet li8le old lady wishes to correspond with good-looking university student – 

especially a six-footer with brown eyes, answering to ini�als J.A.D.”   
 

It was signed: “his mother.” 

The World Day of Prayer service due to have been held at the United 

Reformed Church in Alsager on 5th March has been postponed un�l we can 

meet in groups again. Please pray for the people of Vanuatu and our world 

wide Chris�an family.  



Hair – what does it mean? 

My Thoughts  - Before losing my hair…. 

My hair has really been ge[ng me 

down. I don’t consider myself to be 

par�cularly concerned about my 

appearance. As long as I’m clean and 

have a smile on my face I’m good to 

go. However I acknowledge that I do 

have more of a spring in my step if I 

put a bit more effort into my 

appearance for Special Occasions. And 

there haven’t been many of those in the last 11 months. 

But all these Zoom calls have meant that I have been looking at myself more and frankly 

my hair is not great. I have tried grips, scarves, headbands and blow drying my hair – 

something I never do normally. Having short hair with layers is not good in lockdown. This 

is a style which needs frequent maintenance by someone who is qualified. I have trimmed 

my fringe several �mes removing all layers over �me leaving me with a pudding bowl look. 

The ends are wispy a la Worzel Gummidge.  

I have always wondered about shaving my head ever since the iconic Sinead O’Connor 

video ‘Nothing Compares to U’ – if you don’t know it look it up NOW!. The song is by 

Prince (RIP) and Sinead’s performance is heartrending and brilliant. I feel it’s worth doing 

once for the experience. Because I have short hair usually anyway, it won’t take long (two 

months?) to grow back to how I normally have it. And there’s nothing in the diary these 

days where appearance is important. 

I’m not brave enough to lose it all – my hubby will use the clippers on number 8 se[ng 

leaving about 1 inch all over.  I have considered that I might regret losing this much of my 

hair. All of a sudden I realise that my hair, even looking shaggy, is very much part of my 

iden�ty and I will look different and quite possibly even worse. Losing my hair this way is of 

course my choice. Many lose their hair against their choice – men including young men, 

women as part of the menopause or during/aFer pregnancy, due to illness or 

chemotherapy treatment. I appreciate anew the trauma of hair loss. As well as other fears, 

these people have to nego�ate looking different, not looking or feeling their normal selves. 

They may have to put up with stares and awkward ques�ons. If someone chooses to wear 

a wig, even a top quality one, unless it looks like their previous hairstyle and colour they 

will look different.  

Our hair is like our faces’ frame. I recently watched a wonderful Zoom performance of 

‘Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’ done by a local church. I could not 

recognize the Pharoah for some �me and then I realized I did know him but he looked very 

different with a Pharoah headpiece on and without seeing his usual hair.  

Hair today, gone tomorrow - A=erthoughts! 

Like so many things, the actuality of a major hair cut is easier than the contempla�on. Yes,  



‘Zoomed Out?’ 
‘You’re s:ll on mute!’ If you’ve used Zoom over the past year, you’ll be familiar with this 

cry! AFer a day on Zoom, the last thing we oFen want to do is use it for a chat with friends 

or a church service on Sunday! Now this reveals a wider problem that we face. We know 

that staying connected in the pandemic is hard. When we’re �red and busy, it’s easy to 

stop connec�ng with others, even though it would encourage our faith or wellbeing. This 

might also include not sending a text, Facebook comment or phoning somebody up. 

Remember what Paul says: ‘For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I 

do.’ (Romans 7:15). It’s oFen easier to avoid connec�ng with God and others, when this 

would be good for our sense of value, purpose and iden�ty. Certain pa8erns of behaviour 

can make us feel safer, but in reality they prevent us from living our lives fully as God 

intends.  

Paul adds: ‘What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject 

to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!’ (Romans 

7:24,25). Through the death and resurrec�on of Jesus we have the freedom to act 

differently. Lent is an ideal �me to develop new habits, especially when 

we are �red or anxious. It may involve spending less �me on Facebook, 

turning the TV off to call a friend who we need to catch up with, or 

ge[ng up a bit earlier to spend �me in Bible reading and prayer. 

Let’s keep reminding ourselves that ‘God is bigger than Zoom’ and make 

sure that we don’t get disconnected! Let’s be commi8ed to doing the 

right thing, rather than simply the easier thing. 

it’s colder but I don’t miss constantly brushing hair 

out of my eyes. My head does feel lighter. It has 

taken a week to get used to looking in the mirror. I 

miss brushing my hair but not �me rinsing shampoo 

out of it. I like drying it by simply rubbing a towel 

over it briefly. People have been kind about how it 

looks. For someone who does not think of 

appearance much, I have been thinking about it 

more because it is a big change – more so than the 

usual trip to the hairdresser.  I have been aware of 

people glancing upwards to the lack of hair on my 

head.   

I have asked friends and family to sponsor this hair 

loss venture to raise money for Visyon, a local 

young people’s mental health charity and I am 

delighted with the sum raised - £1030 at �me of 

wri�ng. Well worth any downsides of a big hair cut! 

A Big Thank You to all those who have kindly donated. If you would like to donate, visit 

h8ps://�ny.one/rachelalsager  



2021 World Watch List of Persecu!on of Chris!ans 

A Chris�an persecu�on watchdog has warned that more Chris�ans around the world are 

suffering because of their faith, and the kind of persecu�on they’re experiencing has 

intensified.  Open Doors has found that more than 340 million Chris�ans suffer high levels 

of persecu�on and discrimina�on for their faith, amoun�ng to one in eight worldwide. 

Now the charity has released its 2021 World Watch List (WWL) which highlights the top 50 

countries that are most hos�le toward Chris�ans. 

Here are the top ten. 

1. North Korea - Being discovered as a Chris�an is a death sentence in North Korea. If you 

aren’t killed instantly, you will be taken to a labour camp as a poli�cal criminal. 

2. Afghanistan - ISIS and the Taliban con�nue to have a strong, violent presence in 

Afghanistan, with the Taliban controlling large regions. 

3. Somalia - Islam is considered a crucial part of Somali iden�ty, and if any Somali is 

suspected of having converted to Chris�anity, they are in great danger. Members of their 

family, clan or community will harass, in�midate or even kill them. Women may be raped 

and forcibly married. 

4. Libya - There is no freedom of speech, no freedom of religion and very limited possibility 

of public church life in Libya. Although there are around 34,500 Chris�ans in the country, 

only a �ny number (approximately 150) are Libyan – the majority are expatriates and 

migrant workers. 

5. Pakistan - Pakistan’s notorious blasphemy laws are used to target Chris�ans, and Islamic 

extremist groups vehemently “defend” these laws, including a8acking or killing those 

believed to have contravened them. 

6. Eritrea - Government security forces monitor phone calls, scru�nise ac�vity and conduct 

countless raids which target Chris�ans, seize Chris�an materials and damage house 

churches. Chris�ans can be arrested and imprisoned without trial. 

7. Yemen - Chris�ans in Yemen usually keep their faith secret, because if they are 

discovered then they could face the death penalty. Leaving Islam is forbidden, and all 

Yemenis are considered Muslims by the state. 

8. Iran - The Iranian government sees the conversion of Muslims to Chris�anity as an 

a8empt by Western countries to undermine the Islamic rule of Iran. Chris�ans from a 

Muslim background are persecuted the most, primarily by the government, but also by 

their families and communi�es. 

9. Nigeria - More Chris�ans are murdered for their faith in Nigeria than in any other 

country. Violent a8acks by Boko Haram, Hausa-Fulani Muslim militant herdsmen, ISWAP 

(an affiliate of ISIS) and other Islamic extremist groups are common in the north and 

middle belt of the country, and they are becoming more common further south. 

10. India - Hindu extremists believe that all Indians should be Hindus, and that the country 

should be rid of Chris�anity and Islam. They use extensive violence to achieve this goal, 

par�cularly targe�ng Chris�ans from a Hindu background. 

 



Oakhanger Church 

News from Oakhanger 

Many thanks to Graham for sharing the Oakhanger 

Project Report with us.—Ed 

Project Leader Report 

“My God will supply all you need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” Phil 4:19 

2020 was a year to remember – or maybe a year some would prefer to forget. It was a year 

of uncertainty as we saw the pandemic increase in strength, crea�ng a path of confusion 

and crisis around the world. Our values, beliefs and behaviours were challenged to the 

core and we quickly recognised that we needed a clear plan of ac�on if we were to survive. 

At Oakhanger we set out a plan which evolved into four stages of opera�on involving two 

for planning and prepara�on, one for actual ac�vity and a fourth to evaluate and review 

our work. (Covid Report dated 30
th

 September 2020—please ask Graham for details).  

At the start of the COVID-19 crisis the Project became a CIO (Charity Incorporated 

Organisa!on) and its trustees are working with the management team to encourage and 

support the growth of the organisa�on into an effec�ve structure for the future. 

Priori!es for 2021 are subject to government guidelines and include: 

• Ac�vity – at Brereton from Easter and some local walking and canoe trips 

• Outreach – to exis�ng and new networks. This involves renewing contacts where they 

may have been lost and establishing new contacts where appropriate. 

• Training in all areas especially in how to work with Covid over the next 2 to 5 years. A 

training program will start at the beginning of March and aim to enable support in 

coping with the changes facing our society 

• Resourcing – The admin centre at Oakhanger is now complete and can be used within 

safety guidelines. Our use of Brereton and Oakhanger needs to be reviewed and 

equipment needs secure storage.  

As a faith organisa�on we are well aware of the call to change and to grow physically, 

emo�onally, mentally and spiritually and our ac�ons need to reflect the values and beliefs 

we proclaim. The importance of aligning mission, values and ac�on cannot be overstated if 

the organisa�on is to fulfil its purpose and vision and enable members to unlock their full 

poten�al. Future plans will undoubtedly need �me to evolve in order to be effec�ve and 

las�ng. There also needs to be a team effort that recognises and adapts to the skills of 

each member from the “least to the greatest”. 

We acknowledge the need to learn to work with Covid and to remind ourselves to be open 

and recep�ve to new ini�a�ves in order to redefine and to present our mission in a way 

that remains relevant to a changing society. 

Thank you all for your con�nued support and thank you to God for His constant provision 

and encouragement. 

Stay Safe - Stay Well – Stay Blessed 

Graham -  

Oakhanger ProjectE-mail: oakchallenge@aol.com, Mobile: 0799 993 2963 





Giving by Text & Mobile Phone 
During this difficult time our income is 
significantly reduced.  Did you know 
that you can give by text or mobile 
phone?  This will help with our cash 
flow.  
Thank you. 
Text: chchalsager (followed by a 
number between 1 and 20 to match 
your donation) to 70085  e.g. to 
donate £10 text chchalsager10 to 
70085.  Texts will cost your donated 
amount plus one standard rate text. 
You can also give by 
scanning this QR 
Code on your 
mobile phone.  
Simply point your 
phone camera at it 
and follow the on-
screen instructions. 



To advertise contact  Debbie on 872291 



Christ Church during Lockdown 3 
 

In light of the Government guidance around non-essen�al contact and the 

Church of England’s response (www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/

coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches) we are taking appropriate steps to 

ensure we keep our congrega�ons, staff team, and everyone who partakes in 

our ac�vi�es and events as safe as possible.  

Join us for Church Online on Sunday at 10am which will be live-streamed 

into your homes (details below).  Also, Rachel will be leading Zoom Family 

Worship (contact Rachel for details). 

 

Do you need support? 

Are you ill, self-isola�ng or social distancing? Can we support you especially 

with essen�als like food shopping or collec�ng medicine? If so, please contact 

us by emailing helpinghand@christchurchalsager.uk with your name and 

telephone number or by calling the church office on 01270 872291. 

 

 

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; 

be strong. Do everything in love.”  

(1 Corinthians 16:13-14) 
 

 

 

Online Service 

Our 10am service will be live streamed to YouTube and also available on 
our website for you to watch later.   
 

Our YouTube channel is: https://tinyurl.com/chchalsager  
 

Church Office: 01270 872291 admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

Vicar -  Rev’d Daran Ward: 01270 878537 vicar@christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Christchurchalsager         @chchalsager  
 

www.christchurchalsager.uk 


