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Dear Friends 

 

Remembering 

 

November is of course the month when we think about those who 
have given their lives in war and the two-minute silence is a familiar 
act of remembrance. We can use the silence to reflect on those 
who have suffered in war or on what it means to work for a peaceful world. Or do 
we end up thinking about lunch or panic that we haven’t switched our phone off? 

 

Victor Frankl, a victim of Auschwitz, suggested that the most intolerable of all 
human conditions is not imprisonment or hunger, but lack of meaning. The two 
minutes of silence enables us to connect with Jesus’ message, which offers true 
meaning to our lives and world. Jesus spoke of giving ourselves in love for each 
other and the world, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those that persecute 
you’ (Matthew 5:44). He also demonstrated this love in sacrificing his own life, 
‘Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’ (John 
15:13).  
 

“The purpose of silence and solitude,” says Richard Foster, “is to be able to see 
and hear” (from Celebration of Discipline). The Spirit speaks to us when our heart is 
still and silent before the Lord. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer believed that solitude was so valuable in helping him to listen to 
God’s Word and centre his mind on God that he practiced it at the start and end of 
every day.  Bonhoeffer wrote, “We are silent at the beginning of the day because 
God should have the first word, and we are silent before going to sleep because the 
last word also belongs to God. Silence is nothing else but waiting for God’s Word 
and coming from God’s Word with a blessing.” 
 

In observing the two minutes of silence, let’s use it to reflect on this sacrificial love, 
as we remember all those who have experienced pain and conflict. Let’s also use it 
to listen. 
 

Sunday 10
th
 November is Remembrance Sunday. We will break from our usual 

pattern of morning services on that day by having just one service, a Remembrance 
Service at 10:30am with children’s groups taking place in the hall.  
 

November is also traditionally a time when we particularly remember loved ones 
who have died. To mark this, there will be a Memorial Service on 10

th
 November at 

6pm. All who have lost loved ones are warmly invited to attend this service. 
 

Yours in Christ 
 

Daran 



Faith and Student Life 

My faith and church have always been a massive part of my life. My parents have brought 

me up as a Chris�an, and I’ve always had a rela�onship with God. This meant that when I 

moved away from home to study at university, finding a church was one of the first things 

that I wanted to do.  

I went to church in Birmingham for the first �me during Fresher’s Week. I’d already heard 

about them from people at Christ Church, my parents and the Student Linkup app that I’d 

been shown. I was planning on visi�ng loads of churches using the sheet of contact 

details that the Chris�an Union had given me, but I took one step inside the building and 

I knew that I was going to stay there. It was completely different to any church that I’d 

been to before and reminded me of New Wine, which my family and I have been going to 

since I was a toddler. It was incredibly friendly, modern, loud and there were so many 

students that I s�ll don’t think I’ve managed to talk to all of them!  

It was this kind of atmosphere that made me feel at home in the church straight away, 

and it’s been like a second family for me throughout the year. It’s been amazing to have a 

support system and friends to turn to for advice and prayer, and to be able to talk about 

my faith with them in a way that I haven’t been able to do with people my age at home. I 

think it’s been really important to me to have my faith constant throughout the massive 

changes that I’ve gone through this year in star�ng my degree and moving away from my 

family. It’s just highlighted to me how important it is to be part of a church, and to 

surround myself with people who can help me grow as a person and in my faith. It’s 

taught me how to listen to God be-er, and how to show his love to other students in a 

way that makes them feel comfortable around me and able to ask any ques�ons about 

Chris�anity that they have.  

Throughout the year, I’ve become more involved with the student community at church 

and with the Chris�an Union so that I’m helping with the Kids Team at church just like I 

used to at Christ Church, and I’m helping to organise an Events Week on campus. It’s 

helped me to become much more confident in my views on my faith and challenged me 

to talk about 

challenging subjects 

surrounding it. Church 

has definitely defined 

my first year at 

university and it’s 

been amazing to see 

what life as a Chris�an 

looks like in a city filled 

with students. 

By Becky Hewi- 



Christ Church Youth 

Matt Brown 

Youth Leader 
Email: youth@christchurchaslager.uk 

DofE 

On Wednesday 4
th

 September we marked the closing of the 2019 Duke of Edinburgh 

Expedi�on season with an expedi�on presenta�on evening. Teams from across Bronze, 

Silver and Gold levels shared their experiences and the results of their expedi�on aims 

with friends and family members. A;er running seven expedi�ons this year, which is out 

of the ordinary, it was a fantas�c culmina�on to a very busy season. Over 160 people 

a-ended the event and there was a really posi�ve atmosphere in the church hall. (See 

front page photo!) 

I received the following email a;er the event: 

 

“What a fantas
c presenta
on evening … 

I personally think the help and support you have given the young people of Alsager and 

surrounding area is fantas
c.  

They have all grown in personality, confidence and knowledge since you and the group of 

volunteers have been leading them in their DofE expedi
ons…” 

 

From a very apprecia
ve Mum 

 

Over 80 young people have been involved in the DofE Award scheme this year. Thank you 

to all those who have given their �me, talents and dedica�on to help run the programme. 

 

AYUP (Alsager Youth United Project) dates 

AYUP @ Costa Coffee is a joint youth ini�a�ve headed up by Ma- Brown (Christ Church) 

and Jonny Newbould (Wesley Place) during which there are games, discussion and 

interac�ve talks. It is back for the new term and will be held on the following Tuesdays 

with these �tles, from 5:30 – 7:00pm. All those of high school age (11 – 18) welcome: 

  Tuesday 15th October – ‘What Are You Doing?’ 
Tuesday 19th November – Sex, Drugs & Rock ‘n’ Roll’ 
Tuesday 10th December – e:mmanuel 



Youth Band 

Youth band is held on Tuesdays during term �me on the weeks when AYUP is not on. 6:30 

– 7:30pm in the church. Open to any young people who would like to learn to play / sing 

songs in a band within a church seJng. 

C.O.R.E. 

Ma-, Jonny Newbould (Wesley Place) and Pete Howard (Alsager Community Church) will 

be con�nuing to run these lunch�me sessions in the high school on Thursdays in the 

Training Room. 

YGG joins Ablaze at Wesley Place 

New for this term, instead of mee�ng on Tuesday evenings the YGG (youth growth group) 

will be joining Ablaze youth group at Wesley Place. Ma- and Jonny Newbould will be 

leading a team running a varied programme between now and Christmas including Bible 

studies, games and social events. Contact Ma- for further details. 

down*me 

Our a;er school café con�nues to provide cakes and drinks to our local high school pupils 

on Thursdays between 3:15 – 4:30pm during term-�me. Thank you so much to those who 

bake homemade cakes for us, we are always looking out for help in our café making drinks, 

washing up and chaJng to the young people. 

Friday Nights Live 

We con�nue to run two youth clubs as part of our Friday evening programme during term 

�me; integr8 is aimed at those in school years 6 – 8 and is a mix of games, cra; ac�vi�es, 

discussion and short talks. It runs from 7:00 – 8:00pm. This then leads into Revive, our 

open youth club where ac�vi�es include pool, table tennis, Nintendo Switch, tuck shop, 

table football, music and our new pause for thought slot; ‘9@9’ during which everything 

stops for 9 minutes while we think about a specific subject or theme. Revive is open to 

anyone of high school age (11-18) and runs from 8:00 – 9:30pm at Christ Church Hall. 

Summary or youth ac*vi*es 

Sundays –  KFG & Proteens All In from 11am 

  YGG joins Ablaze at Wesley Place  7:00 – 8:30pm 

Tuesdays –  Youth Band  from 6:30 – 7:30pm in the church 

  AYUP @ Costa Coffee  5:30 – 7:00pm on specific dates 

Thursdays – C.O.R.E.   lunch�mes in Alsager High School 

  down*me a;erschool café  3:15 – 4:30pm 

Fridays –  integr8  7:00 – 8:00pm 

  Revive   8:00 – 9:30pm 

 

Connect with Christ Church Youth on social media through facebook, twitter and instagram 



GERALDINE LATTY 

We are delighted to announce that Geraldine La-y and her husband Carey  

will be joining again us for a concert on  

Saturday 7th December at 7:30pm  

in the church. 

Previous years have been a sell out and we have all enjoyed a superb evening of music. 

We are also delighted to announce that Geraldine will be forming a 'scratch choir' in the 

a;ernoon for anyone that would like to join in. The choir will then also take part with a 

couple of songs in the evening’s concert. This is a superb opportunity to join in a choir 

and be coached by Geraldine. Places for the choir will be limited. 

Tickets for the concert are £6 each, and £10 for the choir and concert.  

 

Tickets available from the Church office (01270 872291) or Mark Holland (07973 186620)  

Oakhanger Church 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the work of 
Oakhanger during 2019. We have a had a busy but 
rewarding year so far and are grateful for your prayers and 
other involvement in church and community events and in 
Oakhanger Project Outreach.  

Over 400 people of all ages and abilities have enjoyed 
activities at Brereton during the year from April to the end of August.  In addition 61 people attended 
the Anglesey camp over two weekends in August.  Gale force winds failed to dampen the enthusiasm 
for beach combing and surfing. It was great to see all ages sharing together with fun and games and 
fellowship.  Over the two weekends we thought about how our faith journey brings a sense of hope, 
adventure, challenge, learning and discovery and we were encouraged to share together as we grow 
towards our goal which is to "Know Christ and the Power of His resurrection and the Fellowship of His 
suffering".  A full report of the weekends and other Oakhanger Project activities is available from 
oakchallenge@aol.com. 
  

Worship services continue at Oakhanger Church and Community Centre at 6.30 pm on the first and 
third Sunday of each month and at other times as advertised.  Christmas Celebrations will be on 
Tuesday 17th December at 7pm.  You are welcome to join us at any time.  
 

Why not visit the Oakhanger Prayer cabin which is open every day for prayer and reflection. 
 

Emergency First Aid Training will be held on Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd October from 7pm 
to 10pm.  For Details and booking contact Graham at oakchallenge@aol.com. 
 

Graham Bushill,  

Oakhanger Church and Community Centre and Oakhanger Project 

E-mail: oakchallenge@aol.com 

Mobile: 0799 993 2963 



LET'S GET QUIZZICAL! 
 

An event not to be missed. Come one, come all (big or small) 
and have an amazing evening at: 

 

Christ Church Alsager for  
 

Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night 

 
In the Church Hall - 9th November, 2019 

Doors open at 7pm for a 7.15pm start  
and a 9.30pm (approx) finish 

 
Join hundreds of churches and thousands of people and be part of the  

biggest multi-venue national quiz ever which aims to help to restore lives  
broken by war. 

 

Refreshments will be provided on the evening.  There is no entrance fee but 
any donations will go to Tearfund to help support families and children who 
have lost loved ones and have been displaced from their homes in Syria and 

Nigeria as a consequence of years of war and civil war.  
 

Every penny raised will help restore their hope for the future. 



New Wine Newbies 
Well, it was good and we’ll go back. 

Want to know more? There are two weeks called Week One and Week Two. (!) We went 

to Week Two. Week One was very wet and a bit windy. Week Two was very windy. S�ll 

interested? Read on.  

Many tents and caravans. Many people of 

all ages all there for a week of �me with 

God and with each other in worship, 

fellowship, Bible study, thought-provoking 

talks and food and fun.  

Each morning and evening there were 

worship sessions. The worship was varied in 

scale and decibels but was always upli;ing. 

The Arena sat 5,000 and had the full sound 

and light treatment with talented musicians, teaching and prayer opportuni�es. It was 

quite overwhelming at first but also impressive. 

‘Hungry’ tent was similar but on a smaller scale 

and very fluid, open to the Spirit. ‘Presence’ was 

quieter and relaxed. I a-ended the morning 

sessions in the Arena and enjoyed teaching on 1 

Corinthians.  

The fellowship was great. We enjoyed simply 

spending more �me with Christ Church family – 

and caught up with the Mays who were there 

too! We didn’t camp (we stayed at an Airbnb a 

few miles away) but were always made welcome 

at the Christ Church campsite. There were plenty of eateries on site and we bought 

lunches and bo-les of wine and beer on our way in each morning.  

There was a huge variety of talks, each an hour long. I a-ended talks on Mindfulness and 

Resilience, Chris�ans in Poli�cs, Chris�ans Against Poverty, Social Media, Refugees and 

Community Sponsorship, Worship and Church and Bereavement. There were also many 

stalls where Chris�an groups could promote their causes or sell their wares – good to 

have a wander around.  

Evening events a;er worship were also varied – comedy, music, film, cafes, bars or back 

to the campsite for a glass of wine or beer. 

Sadly, New Wine Week Two had to close early due to excep�onally high winds. This is not 

how I will remember our first New Wine experience. I will remember the sound of 5,000 

people singing, special �mes of prayer, the light-bulb moments in the talks - and the 

laughing!  

 

Rachel and David White 



Alsager Music and Arts presents  a Folk Concert by  

Juniper 
Supported by local duo Irreverent 

Tony Smith and Nick Kern 
 

Juniper is an energetic young ensemble comprising 5 
young musicians from Birmingham Conservatoire 

 

 at The 13 Club 

Friday 8th November 7.30pm 

 
Tickets £8 / £6 under 18s 

Available from Two Doors Studio 100 Crewe Road ST7 2JA 
Tel 01270 877370 (cash or card)  

and Rachel White 01270 884303 (cash or cheque)  
Retiring collection for Alsager Welcomes Refugees 

AN AMAZING ANSWER TO PRAYER 

As Pete Greig says: “Prayer means many things to many people, but at it’s simplest 
and most immediate it means asking God for help. It is a soldier begging for 
courage, a football fan at the final, a mother alone in a hospital chapel.” (Pete Greig 
-How to pray) 

A few weeks ago, our 3-year-old granddaughter who does not live locally was 
rushed to hospital and was eventually diagnosed with having Sepsis. The news 
overwhelmed us, and we felt so helpless, all I could think of was to pray, talk to God 
about our fears and to ask others to pray for her too. 

As soon as we could, we travelled to see her and what we saw was worse than we 
had anticipated as she was so frail and lifeless. Again, we felt so helpless and as 
her parents went out of the room for a break, we both prayed over her asking for 
healing. This was nothing more than pouring out our fears and asking God to help. 
Over the course of the afternoon as we sat there, she gradually started to improve 
so much so that she had half an hour where she was able to speak and was 
interested in what was happening. She did go back to sleep but throughout the 
afternoon and evening she just continued to get brighter and brighter. She was 
allowed home the following day with hospital at home! 

We were and still are so grateful to God for His answer to our prayers as it was just 
so amazing to witness. 





What about Halloween?  
By the Rev Paul Hardingham 

 

It’s that �me of year when the shops are full of pumpkins and youngsters are knocking on 

our doors to ‘trick or treat’. How should Chris�ans respond to Halloween? Is it simply a fun 

fes�val for the children or does it have a dark side that we should avoid? 

 

Firstly, Chris�ans should not respond to Halloween with supers

on. The Bible reminds us 

that evil is a real force at work in our world, as ‘the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour’ (1 Peter 5:8). We shouldn’t underes�mate his ability to 

blind the minds of unbelievers to the reality of spiritual warfare. (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

 

Secondly, we can respond with confidence. While people are o;en fearful of witches, 

ghosts, and evil spirits, we mustn’t forget that God is in control, not Satan. Jesus has 

secured the victory over sin and evil on the cross: ‘having disarmed the powers and 

authori
es, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the 

cross.’ (Colossians 2:15). 

 

Finally, we can also offer hope. ‘Christ died and returned to life so that He might be the Lord 

of both the dead and the living.’ (Romans 14:9). Halloween is an opportunity to share the 

hope of the gospel. For example, if we offer sweets to children calling to trick and treat, we 

might include informa�on about the Chris�an faith or church. Or we could organise an 

alterna�ve Light Party, celebra�ng Jesus as the light of the world, as we here at Christ 

Church are doing, you’ll see the advert on page 13. 

 

C S Lewis provides a helpful balance for us: ‘There are two equal and opposite errors into 

which our race can fall into about devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is 

to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them.’ (The Screwtape 

Le3ers). 



Rachel Mason  
Children and Families Leader 

Email: families@christchurchalsager.uk 

Tel: 01270 872291 

 

Christ Church Families      

Lots to do for children and families 

All welcome! 
 

REGULAR GROUPS (term time) 
Our regular groups meet in the church hall during school term time. 

Parent Chat with crèche: Mondays 10-11:30am  

A group of parents who meet together to chat about life as parents, to support and encourage 
one another. All parents welcome to join us. 

Cherubs Toddler Group: Mondays 1:30-3pm  

A friendly and welcoming group of parents, grandparents and carers with their babies, toddlers 
and pre-schoolers. We have free play, creative activities, songs, story time and snack. £1 per 
child. You are very welcome to join us.  

Radiate (5-9 yr olds): Fridays 6 – 7pm  

Fun-filled time exploring faith and God through a range of activities including craft, games, food, 
songs and prayer. FREE to attend.  

Integr8 (10-13 yr olds): Fridays 7 – 8:30pm 

Time to hang out and have fun, play games, be creative and explore what God has to say on 
faith and life. FREE to attend. Tuck Shop Available.  

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN EVERY SUNDAY at 11am 

We have something for children at 11am every Sunday at Christ Church. Most 
weeks, after enjoying drinks and doughnuts in the hall before the service, we start 
in church all together for a time of welcome and singing songs, then the children 
have the opportunity to go to the hall for activities to explore their faith and have 
fun! Sometimes we all stay together in church for a fun and interactive time with 
songs, activities and teaching. Roughly once a month we have Messy Church 
instead of our usual 11am children’s activities.  This is run in the church hall for 
families together where we have lots of fun doing activities, games, songs and 
share lunch together.  

Do come and join us any Sunday, you are most welcome. 

 

Fun, faith and food for families! 
Crafts, games, songs, lunch – for 

families together. 
11am-1pm 

Christ Church Hall 

Upcoming dates: 
 

Sunday 20
th

 October 
‘Caring for each other’ 

 

Sunday 17
th

 November 
‘Connecting with God’ 





Children’s Corner 



Children’s Corner 



Adventures in Japan 

Graham Mason. 

This year, an 18 month-long dream came to be a reality. Was I really going to stay 
in Tokyo and travel around Japan?  I have to say, I still can’t believe I took my two 
teenagers, Harry and Hannah, to the other side of the world on their first trip 
abroad. 

After 16 hours and of travelling and 5,882 miles, we landed at Narita airport and our 
adventure began. 

After we touched down and proceeded through immigration and the usual security 
checks I immediately put Japan's legendary efficiency to the test.  Upon landing, 
my plan was to get a passport stamp, pick up Wi-Fi from the airport post office (kids 
can’t survive without the internet nowadays!), exchange a Tokyo rail voucher for a 
ticket and exchange a Japan Rail Pass certificate for the actual passes, all before 
our planned train departed. A busy start to the trip! 

Our first contact with the people of Japan was amazing. The passport was 
stamped, the post office had my parcel and found it within minutes, my train tickets 

were exchanged and Japan Rail passes were gained 
without any hiccups. Language barriers were 
overcome with friendly smiles and pre-printed 
paperwork. The prep work paid off, and we caught an 
earlier train than planned. All was going to plan so far. 
Picture Left – our hotel is in the centre of the photo! Taken from 
the Skytower 450 metres up! 

My plan for our time in Japan was flexible, we had many ideas for day trips. I 
planned to use public transport and the Shinkansen (Bullet Trains) for transport for 
the whole time whilst out there. Another tick for the lifelong ambition box. 

Our hotel was in the centre of Asakusa. I chose Asakusa as it boasts the oldest 
temple, Sensō-ji, which is an ancient Buddhist temple and the most widely visited 
spiritual site in the world with over 30 million visitors annually. Temples and shrines 
came with many traditions, with a little research and ‘do what the locals do’ attitude 
we soon started to fit into place.  We had to keep in mind to walk on the side of the 
path to the shrine rather than in the middle. The middle of the paths are for the 
‘gods’, not for us humans! 

Our first trip was to the City of Hiroshima, most widely known for events in the War. 
We visited this amazing city to try and take in the magnitude of that event that 
changed the world, and the peace that now resonates around the memorial 
gardens and museum.  We studied the Atomic Dome, originally the Hiroshima 
Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall, and now 
commonly called the Genbaku Dome or the 
Atomic Bomb Dome.  It was noticeably silent, 
with many people in quiet reflection, deep in 
thought and being respectful and mindful of 
where we were and what had happened in the 
past. The photo is taken through the 
Hiroshima Victims Memorial Cenotaph with 
the Atomic Dome in the distance. 



In contrast to Hiroshima was a trip to the other side of 'Town' 
to cross the famous Shibuya crossing (picture left). A cross-

roads with Tokyo's Metro and skyscrapers mixing together 
and a crossing that makes it an event to cross a road! When 
the lights turned green it was Go Go Go! We stumbled 
across a viewing platform several floors up which made a 
great place to watch, photo and video the proceedings below. 

Nara Park was number one on Hannah's list, 
mainly to see the hundreds of freely-roaming 
deer. Both Harry and Hannah enjoyed feeding 
the deer which over a period of time have learnt 
to bow to the visitors to ask for food, and if they 
don’t get it, expect a nudge in your back or your 
clothing to be nibbled! The area was full of 
lanterns set in stone pillars which date back 
hundreds of years dotted along winding paths. 
Temples lined the walk in and around Nara Park, the Tōdai-ji Temple being a must 
see for us, made completely out of wood and I overheard someone say that no 
nails were used in the construction, purely wooden joints. 

I had to adapt the plan to see Fuji as to get 
there took a Metro, Fuji Excursion Train and a 
bus.  I was not sure about taking my children 
up to 3000m with myself not being fighting fit 
due to injury. That said, with the thought of 
only having one chance, I went for it. Three 
hours later were stood on Mt Fuji surrounded 
by cloud and 50mph howling winds that were 
constantly battering the tourists that gathered 

at the 5th Station which is about half way up the mountain. We decided the climb 
would be too risky, but many took the chance. The only view we got from the 5th 
Station was when we went through another Torii gate into a shrine, it was like a 
curtain was pulled open to present a view of one of the five lakes that are dotted 
around the base of the mountain. 

As mentioned earlier, I planned to travel on the trains 
whilst in Japan and the Bullet Train was my choice for 
the long distances we travelled. Our Japan Rail (JR) 
pass enabled us to take unlimited travel and free seat 
reservations that we took full advantage of.  Overall 
we travelled 2,080 miles on the Bullet Trains alone. 

Japan had exceeded my expectations on so many 
levels and I can’t wait to return in the near future. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the friendly and warm 
welcome I have received as a newbie to the Christ Church. After taking the step to 
enroll onto the Alpha Course earlier in the year, I now look forward to catching up 
with new-made friends and meeting new people. I have learnt a lot about myself 
through the church and Growth Group, and I am excited to continue on this journey 
with Christ Church and Christ as my guide. Thank you  - Graham. 







GREENBELT FESTIVAL 2019 
The Greenbelt Fes�val has run every year since 1974.  Labelled as a fes�val of “arts, faith 

and jus�ce” it has grown from small beginnings (the first fes�val was held on a pig farm 

near Woodbridge in Suffolk) to the largest Chris�an fes�val held in this country a-rac�ng 

some 20, 000 people of all ages.  For many years Greenbelt was held at the Cheltenham 

Racecourse, but about five years ago it moved to the beau�ful grounds of Boughton 

House near Ke-ering in Northamptonshire. 

The jus�ce theme is 

always very strong at 

Greenbelt and this year 

the central theme was 

the environment.  

Ex�nc�on Rebellion was 

there, but not their 

founder, Greta Thunberg, 

who was stuck on a yacht 

somewhere in the 

middle of the Atlan�c, 

having vowed to travel to 

the USA in an 

environmentally friendly 

way.   

Greenbelt has always 

been famous for its music - U2 began their career there in 1978 - and this year was no 

excep�on.  I did not get to hear much, but I was really impressed by a lady named Sona 

Jobarteh and her band from the Gambia in West Africa.  Sona plays the kora, a kind of 21-

stringed African harp and, with her talented band of instrumentalists, produced a dis�nct 

and beau�ful sound. 

Archbishop Jus�n Welby was there for a one-hour interview on the main stage and, John 

Bell was there as always.  You have probably heard him on Thought for the Day on Radio 

4.  There was no shortage of people on the ideas side, presen�ng challenging ideas about 

living more responsibly on our fragile planet.  A rather surprising guest was the 

comedian, Russell Brand.  He is not a Chris�an and I admit he is not one of my favourite 

people, but I was impressed by his honesty and even humility as he spoke about freeing 

himself from addic�on and a hedonis�c lifestyle through what he claimed were “prac�cal 

and spiritual technologies that everyone can use to bring about significant posi�ve 

changes in their lives.”  Another name that might be familiar was Kate Bo-ley, who has 

appeared on BBC Radio 2 in her role as a presenter on The Sunday Hour and has been a 

contributor to Pause for Thought on Chris Evans’ Breakfast Show.  The highlight for me, 

however, was hearing Nadia Bolls Weber preach at the main Communion service.  She is 

a radical American Lutheran minister and spoke movingly about God’s grace.  



The high point for Ros was probably the Taize service, which, sadly, I missed because I was 

busy on the CSW stand. CSW had decided to come to Greenbelt this year for the first �me 

for quite a while and during the fes�val we presented a couple of seminars on religious 

persecu�on. While I was on the stand I met many interes�ng people and had the pleasure 

of talking to them about the work of CSW. One mee�ng I remember vividly was talking 

with a manager of the SAT 7 organiza�on, which sends Chris�an broadcasts to Iran and a 

number of Middle Eastern countries.  He spoke of the enormous thirst there is in Iran for 

the Gospel message especially among young people.  A key part of what we did as CSW 

was to encourage our friends to join in the campaign to “Write a thousand love le-ers” to 

people who so badly need our encouragement.  It was all intensely rewarding and an 

absolute joy to work with such a lovely group of people as we sought in some small way to 

increase awareness about those who suffer for their faith in over 60 countries around the 

world.   Keith Davies   

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 
 

Andy Kind is coming to Christ Church 

On Saturday 1st February, 2020 
 

A fantas�c evening of comedy 

Details to follow 



What’s On? 

 

Something for everyone 
at Christ Church 

 

BIG BREAKFAST 

Mondays 8am to 10am 

Only £1.50 - come along and enjoy a 
great breakfast 
 

CRAFT GROUP 

Tuesdays 1pm – 3pm 

Cardmaking, flower arranging etc. 

Contact Dilys Daniels 

 

BOWLING GROUP 

Indoor carpet bowls 

Tuesdays 1:15pm to 3:15pm 

Contact Tony and Pauline Birchall  
(874353) 
 

JOB CLUB 

Help and advice for job seekers. 

12 noon to 2pm on first Thursday of 
each month 

 

GROWTH GROUPS 

Fortnightly (mostly) 

For: Friendship, Bible study, Prayer, 
Socials. Ten groups day time or 
evenings. Contact church wardens for 
further details and to join 

 

 

Call Debbie in the church office 
on 01270 872291 

 

Email: 
admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Follow us on @chchalsager 
 

Facebook: 
Christ Church Alsager and 
Christ Church Families and like/
follow/share with your friends 



To advertise contact  Debbie on 872291 

 

 
Local Painter and  

Decorator 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Special rates for OAPs.  

 
Full professional decorating 

service. 
Taking the pain out of painting 

since 1995. 

 
Saul Cooke 

07856 74 00 48 
Saul.cooke@googlemail.com 

References available on request 



Church Services 

 

Date Theme: Being Family at Christ’s Church  
 

6th October GIfts - Romans 12.6-8  

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal service with activities for children and young people 

13th October Giving - Romans 12.8b, 2 Cor 9.6-15, John 6.1-13   

 9am Reflective Service with hymns 

 11am Informal Holy Communion service with activities for children and young people 

20th October Pastoral Care - Romans 12.9-11, Luke 10.25-37   

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal service in parallel with Messy Church in the Hall 

27th October Encouragement - Romans 12.8a, Acts 4.36-37, 9.26-30   

 9am Reflective Service with hymns 

 11am Informal service with activities for children and young people 

3rd November Hospitality  - Romans 12.13, Genesis 18.1-14  

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Together Service 

10th November Remembrance Service 

 10:30am Joint Remembrance Service 

 6pm Memorial Service 

17th November Prayer - Rom 12.12; Luke 11.1-13   

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal service in parallel with Messy Church in the Hall 

24th November Ambassadors for Christ -  Rom 12.14-21 2 Cor 5.11-21 John 17.13-19  

 9am Reflective Service with hymns 

 11am Informal service with activities for children and young people 

 

 

 

Coffee & Communion - First and third Thursdays at 10.30am in the Church Hall 
Need a lift? 3rd Oct and 7th Nov contact Pam on 879165,  
 17th Oct and 21st Nov contact Adrienne on 875072  

 

Dennis Round Court: 10.30am morning worship 8th Oct and 12th Nov. 
 

PRAYER: Join us for: 
 

Prayer @ 6 - Sundays (weekly) 6-7pm in church 

 

Prayer @ 7:14 - 1st Monday of the month in the hall (7th Oct and 4th Nov) 
 

Morning Prayer - Weekly Mon, Wed and Fri 8.30am - 9am. 
The third Saturday of the month 8am-9am, 19 Oct and 16 Nov. 

 

Church Office: 01270 872291 admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

Vicar -  Rev’d Daran Ward: 01270 878537 vicar@christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Christchurchalsager           @chchalsager  

www.christchurchalsager.uk 


