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Completely bananas! 

Dear friends, 

Did you know that bananas seeds are sterile, so each banana we 
eat is a twin of another banana (essentially similar to cloning) and 
because of this, some scientists believe that the banana could be 
doomed. They lack the genes to fight off the pests and diseases 
that are invading the banana plantations of Central America and 
the small holdings of Africa and Asia. Whilst there are over a thousand varieties of 
bananas, the situation is exacerbated because the supermarkets focus on 
supplying one type of banana, the Cavendish, which is itself threatened by 
Panama disease amongst others. Why do they do that? In order to make the 
banana the cheapest fruit in the supermarket. 

Did I hear you say, “That’s completely bananas!” But sadly this is just one of 
countless examples where we have collectively fallen short of God’s plan for us. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1)… God 
saw all that he had made, and it was very good (Genesis 1:31)… The Lord God 
took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it 
(Genesis 2:15).  

We are to be good stewards of God’s creation not for our own selfish desires but to 
ensure that all peoples can sustainably enjoy and be nourished by the rich and 
diverse resources of the earth.  

The Bishop of Norwich, Graham Usher, has called for immediate action on climate 
change, saying:  

The message of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth 
Assessment Report is loud and clear: ‘Wake up world!’ It is time to stop playing 
political games and take action now. We are already seeing the effects of the 
climate emergency around the world – and it is the world’s economically 
poorest people who are already suffering the most. So it is our moral duty, and 
a Christian calling, to do all we can to try to turn the tide. At COP26 there will 
be an opportunity to act, our leaders must seize this moment and deliver real 
and impactful change for the future of God’s creation. We don’t have a spare 
Earth. 

What can we do? Three suggestions: 

Reflect on the verses: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and 
all who live in it (Psalm 24:1) 

Commit to pray for world leaders that they will be united in meaningful actions and 
stick to their pledges. 

Make changes in our lifestyle that enable us to be kinder to God’s creation. 

Yours in Christ 

Daran 



What a year 2021 has been, and it's only July! We have very exci�ng news this quarter. 

A!er having our plans approved by the radia�on board we broke ground and began 

building our new X Ray building. Our old X Ray machine is old and o!en breaks down, it 

runs on old films which we can no longer get hold of and we only have a limited supply 

remaining. A newer machine would be much more efficient, reliable and would run on a 

digital system. However, our exis�ng building is 

too small to house these newer larger 

machines.  In early May we broke ground and 

the building work has progressed quickly from 

there.  

The founda�ons were soon dug, a concrete 

slab was laid and the walls rose very quickly. 

We are now at a stage where we will soon be 

comple�ng the roof. None of this could have 

been done without you, our generous donors. 

Phoebe - In 2017 Phoebe, who is married and has 7 children, 

no�ced a swelling on her neck. At first she thought nothing of it, 

that was un�l she started coughing and it became very tender. A 

friend of hers who had a similar experience recommended that 

she visit DMH, when she arrived she was diagnosed with a goitre, a 

swelling in the thyroid gland causing a lot of discomfort.  

She was no longer able to carry anything on her head or undertake any manual labour, 

both of which are vital for Phoebe's family. Shortly a!er diagnosis Phoebe had surgery 

which was a great success. She was able to return to working on her small farm and 

providing for her family. When she first came to the hospital she was registered onto the 

Na�onal Health Insurance Fund scheme (NHIF), this funded her surgery and now pays for 

any further medical treatment Phoebe may need. When visited by the follow up team 

Phoebe said “I am delighted that I will resume my normal life”.  

Sister Margaret - In May we brought you the sad news that Sister Margaret's husband, 

Mr Soiter, had sadly passed away. We were so overwhelmed by the response from you, 

our donors. As a result of your kindness and generosity we were able to ensure that the 

funeral and other associated costs were completely covered.  

Orthopaedic Surgery - Through our ongoing partnership with Project Possible 

(formerly ROPE) we have been able conduct numerous correc�ve surgeries on children 

who otherwise may never have been able to walk.  One of these children is Mary from 

Masano, Bungoma.  Mary is the fourth of five children born to the Nekesa family.  She 

was born with a right clubbed foot, this took her parents by surprise as they had not seen 

this condi�on before.  Mary and her mum travelled to DMH and a!er a consulta�on she 

was admi<ed for surgery. The surgery was a success and now Mary is able to walk 



run and play with her friends. All of Mary's siblings are in primary school 

and once her surgery and recovery was complete she was keen to go to 

school as well. Thanks to sponsorship, Mary will be star�ng school this 

term and is looking forward to making friends her age and ge=ng started 

in educa�on. Mary has been sponsored through educa�on by Project 

Possible.  

All that is le! to say is  

Thank you! 

Without the support from you, our donors, we would not be able to do 

the work we do. We are so grateful for your ongoing support. 

Memorial & Memorial &   
Thanksgiving ServiceThanksgiving Service  

 

6.30pm Sunday 14th November 
at Christ Church 

 

A quiet and 

reflective service. 
For anyone who 

wants to remember  
and thank God for a departed 

loved one. 
 

 

Tea & Coffee afterwards 

 

All WelcomeAll Welcome  
No need to tell us you’re coming, but if you want further information, 

please call Christ Church Office on 872291 



IT’S BACK SO … 

LET'S GET QUIZZICAL 

 

Not to be missed.  Come one, come all (big or small) and have an amazing evening at Christ 

Church Alsager for Tearfund’s 4
th

  

Annual Big Quiz Night. 

Saturday 20
th

 November 2021 

Church Hall 

Doors open 7pm for a 7.15pm start and a 9.30pm (approx) finish 

Join hundreds of churches and thousands of people and be a part of the biggest mul�-

venue na�onal quiz ever, to take the charity’s fundraising efforts past the £1 million mark, 

helping their work in some of the world’s poorest countries. 

Refreshments will be provided on the evening (feel free to bring your own wine etc), prizes 

(if you’re lucky) and no entrance fee charged but any dona�ons will go to Tearfund. Being 

part of Tearfund’s BQN means we can do our part to help communi�es and churches 

worldwide end extreme poverty and injus�ce. In par�cular, Tearfund want to support 

families who have been made more 

vulnerable due to disasters like floods 

and diseases in places such as Burkina 

Faso. 

The quiz will have ques�ons suitable 

for all ages. Ideally teams of no more 

than 6 adults/team + children but 

anyone welcome and teams can be 

sorted on the night. 

How wonderful it was to enjoy  

Coffee and Communion 
again, with old friends (and new!) 

Dates for October and November are: 

7th October 

21st October 

4th November 

18th November 

If you need a li!, please contact:  

Adrienne on 01270 875072 or Pam on 01270 879165 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

7:14 PRAYER MEETING IS 4 YEARS OLD 

I was listening to a talk given by the Principal of Cliff College recently about prayer a!er he 

had visited KwangLim in South Korea where they have the largest Methodist Church in the 

world. They started the church in 1971 with 75 members and now have 300,000 members 

(yes, three hundred thousand!)  When asked about this rapid growth, their minister 

answered with six words; ‘No earnest prayer, no church growth’.  Their church meets for 

prayer every single day at 10pm and the building is full with 25,000 members praying un�l 

3am. This rou�ne slightly changes on a Thursday when they meet all night! They are 

passionate about prayer. 

The Principal then commented that he had no�ced in our Bri�sh culture that o!en, our 

prayer mee�ngs are o!en the smallest church mee�ng and yet we wonder why the 

Church is in a declining state. 

Revival a!er revival in our country has originally started with people mee�ng together for 

prayer.  

Four years ago, we started a new prayer mee�ng at Christ Church called 7:14. We meet on 

the first Monday of the month at 7:14am. Up to ten of us meet for half an hour and there 

is a great sense of togetherness, journeying, fellowship and closeness to God. Following 

lockdown, we have even been able to meet outside for the last few months which has 

also been inspira�onal. 

Why do we meet at 7:14?  2 Chronicles 7 v14 says ‘ If my people, who are called by my 

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land’. 

Mee�ng first thing in a morning hopefully gives people another opportunity to a<end 

such a mee�ng, if for example they cannot make our other prayer mee�ng at 6pm on a 

Sunday. Yes, it is an early �me to get up, but some�mes we have to be prepared to step 

out in faith and perhaps put ourselves out and the rewards can be mind blowing. God 

o!en tells his people that if ‘you do this, then I will do this…’ 

If you haven’t been to 7:14, why not try it ? Don’t worry if you are not comfortable with 

praying out loud as God will hear your unspoken prayers. Don’t worry either if you can’t 

stay for the full half hour, just leave when you need to. The important thing is that we 

start to meet together and pray together and who knows, it could be the start of a new 

revival. 

We would love to see you. The next mee�ngs are on October 4
th

 and 1
st

 November in the 

church hall. 

God bless,  

Mark Holland 



CSW AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
For a number of years CSW has held 

consulta�ve status at the United Na�ons, 

which allows it to report on cases of religious 

persecu�on in the countries where it works. 

One important way that it maintains contact is 

through what are called “special rapporteurs.” 

These are unpaid experts appointed by the 

Human Rights Council to report on a country 

or theme. Among them is Dr Ahmed Shaheed, 

the UN’s Special Rapporteur focusing on 

freedom of religion or belief.  By presen�ng 

expert research, including from CSW’s advocates, to the people who hold the power he 

helps turn CSW’s work into real change.  

Throughout their appointment Special Rapporteurs champion human rights around the 

world by conduc�ng impar�al research and by raising individual cases with UN Member 

States. 

Alongside their own fact-finding missions 

Special Rapporteurs like Dr Shaheed rely on 

trustworthy accounts from CSW’s own 

advocates, who gather informa�on directly 

from people experiencing injus�ce. The 

benefits of working with UN experts can be 

immediate: prisoners could receive be<er 

treatment or even be released following 

pressure from the Human Rights Council.  

For example, CSW provided Special 

Rapporteurs with evidence to confidently call on the Chinese Government to free Pastor 

Wang Yi, who was detained in December 2018 as part of a large-scale crackdown on 

unregistered churches.  Although this has not yet led to his release, we celebrate the 

smaller victory that China’s human rights viola�ons were exposed for the world to see.  

People at CSW take heart that, as more cases are published and publicly condemned in 

this way, more pressure is put on countries like China to change. 

Claire Denman, our Deputy Team Leader for Public Affairs works closely with Dr Shaheed 

and emphasises the fact that this is a partnership: “Through verified, credible repor�ng 

the Special Rapporteurs call out truth to power…. They can’t do their work without NGOs 

like CSW who are reliably providing evidence of human rights viola�ons.” 

[For further informa�on about the role or Special Rapporteurs or Pastor Wang Yi please 

feel free to go on the CSW website, www.csw.org.uk, where you can also download 

CSW’s Prayer Diary.] 

Keith Davies  



Christ Church Youth 

Sam Parnell Youth Leader 
Email:Youth@Christchurchalsager.uk

.Tel: 01270 872291 

In November we’ll be star�ng the ‘Alpha Youth Series’, and offering young 

people from across the town an opportunity to come together to discuss 

ques�ons like ‘Why am I here?’, ‘Does life have a meaning?’, ‘Were we 

created?’ and ‘Where do I belong?’. 

 

Ques�ons like this can be vital in helping young people to form their iden�ty, 

and whilst RE at secondary school is great at giving an overview of what some 

of the different religions believe, o!en young people don’t really get an 

opportunity to really explore what they believe within that context. That’s 

one of the reasons why running Alpha with young people is such an exci�ng 

opportunity! 

 

We are partnering with Wesley Place Methodist Church to facilitate this 

course, and both Jonny Newbould (Wesley Place’s Youth Leader) and I really 

believe that it’s important that one of the first things we launch now that 

restric�ons have been li!ed, is something that will allow young people to 

explore some of the feelings and ques�ons they’ve been carrying for the past 

18 months. Research has shown that many young people feel like they’ve not 

only had the opportuni�es they would normally have had taken away by the 

pandemic and na�onal lockdowns, but also much of the control they had over 

their lives, and the choices they would normally be able to make.  

 

Please join with us in praying that Alpha would provide an opportunity for 

young people to explore the ques�ons and difficul�es that they might’ve 

experienced, and hopefully discover or draw closer to their creator through 

the process. 

 

Alpha for Youth begins on the 4th of November. Please get in touch with Sam 

at youth@ChristChurchAlsager.uk if you’d like some more details. 





PRAYER AWAY DAY AT RUDYARD 
LAKE 

Jesus said: 
 

 “Come away with me by yourselves to a quiet 
place and get some rest” 

 
Come and join us on  

 

Saturday November 6th  
 

In the beautiful surroundings of Rudyard Lake 
for a day of worship, prayer, and reflection. There 
will be chance to pray together and space to walk 

and pray alone or in groups as you wish. 
 

 The day will start at 10am and finish by 4pm, 
there will be unlimited tea, coffee and biscuits 

throughout. You can bring a packed lunch, have 
a takeaway from the café or walk to the nearby 

Rudyard Lake Hotel for a carvery. 
 

Book your place with Debbie at the office  
or chat to  

Andrea Chatterley or Mark Edwards 

  



Dear Church, 

I’m Imogen (Imi), having recently become your new Children’s and Families’ Leader I 

thought I would take this opportunity to introduce myself properly and let you know more 

about what I have done in recent years and my hopes for the future. I am really looking 

forward to all that my new role will entail.  

I am married to Krys�an and live close to Alsager, I grew up in the area and a<ended youth 

events at Christ Church throughout my teenage years.   

I grew up in a Chris�an household and have a<ended church throughout my life, my 

rela�onship has deepened with God as I have grown up. I have volunteered in children’s 

ministry since the age of 16 and led groups regularly, I have also helped at conferences and 

helped to run Chris�an events.   

I have a BA (Hons) in Educa�on Studies and a passion for children to learn, engage and 

develop a rela�onship with God. I have worked in a range of educa�onal se=ngs including 

primary schools, high schools and most recently in a local nursery.  

In my free �me I enjoy the 

crea�ve arts, such as 

sewing or drawing. I also 

enjoy visi�ng art galleries 

and exhibi�ons. During 

the summer months I also 

enjoy being in nature,  

walking or camping. In 

addi�on, I like to visit 

Na�onal Trust proper�es 

such as Biddulph Grange.  

I am excited about this 

new journey and 

appreciate all the support 

and prayers I have 

received. My prayer and 

hope for myself, and for 

the church moving 

forward is that God will 

con�nue to give us the 

ability to share the love of 

God with the children and 

families of Alsager, and 

that their lives will have 

God at the centre as they 

con�nue to grow.  

Imogen  





    1 0 a m - 4 p m   

       Saint Philips Chapel Street, Manchester 
 

 

Come join the ladies of Christ Church at this inspiring event. 

 

Book via Eventbrite at https://www.new-wine.org/events/reset/ 

 

Let Aly know when you book so we can organize lift sharing etc. 

A Thank You from Gill Bowers 

As many of you know I recently celebrated my 60th birthday and had a party 

for family, friends and of course church family.  I requested no presents or 

gi!s and instead had a dona�on box with all proceeds going to IcFEM. This 

was a huge success and to my complete 

amazement raised £734 on the day. I had 

another dona�on and put in a bit myself so all 

together raised £834. Mar�n Oram together 

with Buff were very grateful. This has now gone 

to IcFEM towards the extension to the hospital. I 

would like to take this opportunity to say a huge 

thank you to all who a<ended and donated.  Gill 



Children’s Corner 



Children’s Corner 









Thank you to Graham Mason for another 

mouth-watering recipe.   



Oakhanger Church 

For details of what is going on at Oakhanger 

church, or with the Oakhanger Project, 

please contact Graham. 

Graham Bushill, Oakhanger Project. 

Oakhanger, Crewe, CW1 5UU 

E-mail: oakchallenge@aol.com 

Mobile: 0799 993 2963 

The Friend at Midnight 

By Canon Paul Hardington 
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8). It is 

found in a passage where Jesus is teaching His disciples to pray. 

Pray Shamelessly 

The parable concerns a man coming to his friend at midnight and asking ‘Friend, lend me 

three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before 

him’ (5-6). Despite the hour, the rules of hospitality would mean this was not an unrea-

sonable request.  

But the friend refuses to help because everyone in his house is asleep.  Jesus adds, 

‘though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of 

the man’s boldness he will rise and give him whatever he needs’. Jesus uses this parable to 

encourage us to come in shameless boldness to our heavenly Father with our needs.  In 

contrast to the parable, God is not slow in responding to us. It’s not God who is reluctant 

to answer, but we to ask. Do we pray with shameless boldness? 

Pray Persistently 

Such confidence is the basis for persistent prayer: ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.’  All three verbs indicate a con�nual 

habit: ‘Keep on asking…seeking…knocking’.  We will not be content simply to ask once 

and then move on.  Jesus tells us to bring our prayers to God persistently. Do we give up 

too easily in prayer? 

Pray Expectantly: 

‘For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks 

it will be opened.’ Do we pray expectantly, believing that God delights in answering your 

prayers? Why not begin this adventure of prayer today! 

 

……. And there are many opportuni$es to pray with your Christ Church family, please do 

come to one of the many prayer mee$ng men$oned in this magazine—Ed 





Giving by Text & Mobile Phone 
During this difficult time our income is significantly 
reduced.  Did you know that you can give by text or 
mobile phone?  This will help with our cash flow.  
Thank you. 
Text: chchalsager (followed by a number between 1 
and 20 to match your donation) to 70085  e.g. to 
donate £10 text chchalsager10 to 70085.  Texts will cost 
your donated amount plus one standard rate text. 
You can also give by scanning this QR 
Code on your mobile phone.  Simply 
point your phone camera at it and follow 
the on-screen instructions. 

Baking A Difference! 

Congratula�ons to Ronnie and 

Rodney (Assistant Head Boy, and 

Head Boy at Alsager School’s 6
th

 

form), who organised a 

Macmillan coffee morning at the 

school last month, and raised a 

whopping £684.00 for 

Macmillan Cancer Support.  

Ronnie and Rodney a<end the 

joint Christ Church and Wesley 

Place Methodist Church youth 

group, and would like to say a 

big thanks to the ladies from Christ Church who baked some of the 

delicious cakes they sold! 



To advertise contact  Debbie on 872291 



Church Services - No need to book!!!  

Theme:  Jesus Speaking in Parables 

26th Sept        The Tenants.  Matthew 21:33-45 

 9am Reflective Service  
 11am  Informal service with children’s worship service in the hall 

Theme:  Life lessons from biblical heroes 

3rd October   Ruth (Loyalty) Ruth 2:1-13 

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am  Informal communion service with children’s worship service in the hall 

10th Oct David (spiritual warfare)  1 Samuel 17:32-49 

 9am  Reflective Service 

 11am  Together Service 

17th Oct Gift Day 

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am Informal service with children’s worship service in the hall 

24th Oct Daniel (faith in the work place)  Daniel 6:6-27 

 9am Reflective Service  

 11am Informal service with Messy Church in the hall 

31st Oct Deorah (unlikely leader) Judges 4 

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am  Informal service with communion with children’s worship service in the hall 

7th Nov Esther (courage)   Esther 3:1-5:8 

 9am Reflective Service with communion 

 11am  Together Service 

14th Nov Remembrance 

 9am Reflective Service  
 11am  Informal service with children’s worship service in the hall 

21st Nov The Widow of Zarephath (Life from death)  1 Kings 17.1-24 

 9am Reflective Service  
 11am  Informal service with communion with children’s worship service in the hall 

28th Nov Mary (servanthood)  Luke 1.26-38 

 9am Reflective Service  
 11am Informal service with Messy Church in the hall 

 

Online Service—If you can’t make it to church, our 9am and 11am services will be live streamed 
and also available on our website for you to watch later.  Our YouTube channel is:  

 

https://tinyurl.com/chchalsager  
 

 

Church Office: 01270 872291 admin@christchurchalsager.uk 

Vicar -  Rev’d Daran Ward: 01270 878537 vicar@christchurchalsager.uk 

 

Christchurchalsager           @chchalsager  
 

www.christchurchalsager.uk 


